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State Approves Hartford HealthCare’s Acquisition 

of St. Vincent’s Medical Center in Bridgeport 
 

HARTFORD, Connecticut  (Aug. 15, 2019) — The Connecticut Office of Health 

Strategy has approved Hartford HealthCare’s acquisition of substantially all of the 

assets of St. Vincent’s Medical Center in Bridgeport, and its related operations. 

Obtaining the state’s approval of the Certificate of Need application was a key 

regulatory step and allows St. Vincent’s to become part of the Hartford HealthCare 

system. 

“This is a major milestone for all the communities served by St. Vincent’s and 

Hartford HealthCare,” said Jeffrey A. Flaks, President of Hartford HealthCare. 

St. Vincent’s, with more than 3,200 associates, includes a 473-bed community 

teaching hospital, a 76-bed inpatient psychiatric facility in Westport, a large 

multispecialty provider group, and special needs services for adults and children. 

Both organizations expect to complete the transaction by October 1. Hartford 

HealthCare will continue to operate St. Vincent’s consistent with Catholic traditions. 

“Fairfield County needs a vibrant St. Vincent’s Medical Center — one that’s an 

essential part of an overall, highly connected system of care,” Flaks added. “As part 

of Hartford HealthCare, St. Vincent’s patients will have access to more programs 

and services, excellent care coordination and a truly statewide focus on quality and 

safety — on and off the main hospital campus.” 

St. Vincent’s, which was founded by the Daughters of Charity in 1903, has been 

part of Ascension, one of the leading non-profit health systems in the U.S., since 

1999.  

“We are delighted that St. Vincent’s associates, physicians and volunteers will 

continue to provide safe, high-quality and accessible healthcare to individuals in 

Bridgeport and Fairfield County as part of Hartford HealthCare,” said Craig Cordola, 

Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Ascension. 
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St. Vincent’s is the first hospital in Fairfield County to be integrated into the 

Hartford HealthCare network, and would become the system’s second-largest 

hospital.  

Today, Hartford HealthCare has approximately 21,000 employees and more than 

300 locations across Connecticut. 

Vincent DiBattista, who will serve as President of Hartford HealthCare’s new 

Fairfield Region beginning September 1, said Hartford HealthCare is already 

working to improve access to physicians and healthcare programs in Fairfield 

County — activities he called “essential to creating St. Vincent’s future.” 

“We are committed to providing a fully integrated and statewide network of care — 

and a bright future for all who work at and rely on St. Vincent’s services.” 

Hartford HealthCare has already started to create a network of services in Fairfield 

County, and the addition of St. Vincent’s builds on that. Soundview Medical 

Associates, a robust medical practice with offices in Norwalk and Darien, is working 

with the Hartford HealthCare Medical Group. The practice includes 30 primary and 

specialty physicians and 120 employees. 

Additionally, Hartford HealthCare recently affiliated with the Bridgeport-based 

Visiting Nurse Services of Connecticut, which provides home and hospice care in 

Fairfield, New Haven and Litchfield Counties. St. Vincent’s, Soundview and Visiting 

Nurse Services will all be linked to Hartford HealthCare system’s Epic electronic 

medical record, enhancing care coordination by providing patients and providers 

with seamless access to health history and information. 

“Being able to partner with an organization like St. Vincent’s, which has done so 

much for its communities, is an exceptionally proud moment for all of us,” Flaks 

said. “Our organizations share a common mission and a forward-facing vision. 

Together, we will be able to deliver on Hartford HealthCare’s vision to be most 

trusted for personalized coordinated care.” 
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About Hartford HealthCare 

Hartford HealthCare is Connecticut’s most comprehensive healthcare network. With 21,000 

employees and total operating revenue of more than $3.1 billion, Hartford HealthCare has 

cultivated a strong, unified culture of accountability and innovation. Its care-

delivery system, serving 126 towns and cities, includes a tertiary-level teaching hospital, an 

acute-care community teaching hospital, an acute-care hospital and trauma center, three 

community hospitals, the state’s most extensive behavioral health network, a large 

multispecialty physician group, a clinical care organization, a regional home care system, 

an array of senior care services, and a large physical therapy and rehabilitation 

network. Hartford HealthCare’s unique, system wide Institute Model offers a single, high 

standard of care in crucial specialties at hospital and ambulatory sites across Connecticut. 

The institutes include: Cancer, Heart and Vascular, Neuroscience, Orthopedics and 

Urology. Visit Hartford HealthCare at www.hartfordhealthcare.org 

 

About St. Vincent’s Medical Center 

Founded by the Daughters of Charity in 1903, St. Vincent's Medical Center is a mission-

driven organization committed to exceptional health care for all with special attention to 

persons living in poverty and those who are most vulnerable. St. Vincent’s, with more than 

3,200 associates, includes a licensed 473-bed community teaching hospital, a 76-bed 

inpatient psychiatric facility in Westport, a large multispecialty provider group, and St. 

Vincent’s Special Needs Services. St. Vincent's was awarded the Nursing Magnet® 

Recognition, the highest national award for nursing excellence. In 2013, St. Vincent's 

Medical Center was named Top Performer on Key Quality Measures® by the Joint 

Commission, the leading accreditor of health care organizations in America, and has been 

recognized by both the Joint Commission and OSHA as a model of a highly reliable 

organization dedicated to patient safety. The American College of Surgeons Commission on 

Cancer awarded St. Vincent's an Outstanding Achievement Award with Accreditation in 

2012, and it also has earned its designation from the National Accreditation Program for 

Breast Cancer. St. Vincent's Medical Center is part of Ascension, one of the leading non-

profit and Catholic health systems in the U.S. For more information on programs and 

services, visit www.stvincents.org  
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