
SAVE THE DATE
Caring for Adult Behavioral Health 

Patients in the ED

CHA is pleased to have Patricia Rehmer, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services (DMHAS), join us as keynote speaker for the upcoming Caring for Adult 
Behavioral Health Patients in the ED conference.  This issue-based, multidisciplinary education 
forum is designed for member sharing of best practices, policies, and innovative approaches 
to meeting this challenge.  Commissioner Rehmer will discuss the treatment of individuals 
with behavioral health disorders while in the ED and issues many CT hospitals face caring for 
this patient population.  Commissioner Rehmer will also discuss interventions currently being 
implemented, resources available within the DMHAS system and how to access them, bed capacity 
and challenges that both DMHAS and hospitals are experiencing, and provide information about 
the Recovery Model and planning for the next steps in this model. 

Following the Commissioner’s address, panelists from Lawrence + Memorial Hospital, Hartford 
Hospital, Middlesex Hospital, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center, Waterbury Hospital, and 
Yale-New Haven Hospital will present strategies they are using and new models of engaging with 
this patient population to improve outcomes.

Because this issue impacts on several clinical and support groups in the hospital, we encourage 
interdisciplinary teams to attend the forum.

For additional information, contact CHA Education Services at 203-294-7263 or educationservices@chime.org.

Thursday, May 22, 2014

Registration and Breakfast:
Program:

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.

Registration fee is $25 per CHA Member Attendee.

Keynote Presenter:
Patricia A. Rehmer, MSN, ACHE, Commissioner, Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services

Commissioner Rehmer has more than 25 years of experience with public 
and private behavioral health agencies.  She has served as Commissioner of 
the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) since 
November 2009, after first serving as DMHAS Deputy Commissioner 
from 2004 through 2009.

During her tenure as Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner, Commissioner Rehmer has 
worked in partnership with individuals in recovery, families, advocacy groups, and service 
providers to ensure that individuals have a meaningful life in the community.

Full program information will soon be available.


