Dear Patient,

On November 16, 2006, The Charlotte Hungerford Hospital is implementing a smoke-free campus policy. This means that smoking will not be permitted anywhere on our campuses - including sidewalks and parking lots - and we will remove all smoking areas that are located outside the Hospital and Medical Group Clinics.

As a healthcare leader and a major employer in Northwest Connecticut, The Charlotte Hungerford Hospital smoke-free initiative was driven by numerous factors, but nothing was more important than safeguarding the overall health and wellbeing of you - our patient - as well as visitors, volunteers and employees.

Smoking adversely affects people of all ages, both smokers and non-smokers alike. In fact, according to the American Cancer Society, smoking claims the lives of nearly 450,000 Americans annually. That's a stunning number considering many of these deaths are preventable. In addition, thousands of people experience serious health problems as a result of secondhand smoke.

If you are a smoker or have loved ones who smoke, we encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to join us in becoming smoke-free. If you wish to have more information on becoming smoke-free, ask your nurse or health care provider for information  can also be found on the American Lung Association Freedom From Smoking Online® program at www.ffsonline.org or (800) LUNG USA (1-800-5864-8252).

Thank you for choosing The Charlotte Hungerford Hospital as your healthcare provider, and thank you for joining us in creating a healthier environment in our communities!

Sincerely,
Daniel J. McIntyre

President and CEO

