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ChimeData Publishes 
New Fact Sheet on 
Asthma 
 
Influenza Activity 
Remains Low 
 
CHA Educational and 
Event Calendar 
Preview 
Hospital CEOs Join Coalition in 
Proposing New SAGA Legislation 

 coalition including all 29 CEOs of 
onnecticut’s not-for-profit acute care 
ospitals, 10 Directors of Community 
ealth Centers, and more than 50 
ther organizations and patient 
dvocacy groups is urging legislators 
 support healthcare coverage and 

ccess for some of the state’s most 
lnerable citizens. 

he coalition’s appeal, made recently 
 a letter CHA sent on behalf of the 
alition to members of the General 

ssembly, called on legislators to 
pport legislation that will adequately 
nd the State Administered General 
ssistance (SAGA) program and 
rovide real access to healthcare for 
e approximately 29,000 Connecticut 
sidents enrolled in the program. 

pecifically, the legislation proposed 
y the coalition would: 

Remove language that caps SAGA 
program funding at an appropriated 
level; 

Restore non-emergency medical 
transportation as a covered service; 

Restore vision care, home health 
care, podiatry, and physical, 
occupational, and speech therapy 
as covered services; and  

Provide protections for SAGA 
patients under managed care. 

ecent changes to the SAGA program, 
hich went into effect fully this October,
ave created barriers to receiving 
nsistent healthcare for SAGA patients,

nd have put SAGA providers – 
onnecticut hospitals and Federally 
ualified Healthcare Centers (FQHCs) –
t great financial risk.  Connecticut 
hospitals stand to lose $22 million a 
year and FQHCs will lose between $2 
million and $5 million a year.  These 
losses threaten the ongoing financial 
viability of these essential not-for-profit 
healthcare providers, which, in turn, 
endangers the healthcare of all 
Connecticut residents. 
 
 

Hospital Leaders Meet with 
Representative Johnson 

 
CHA staff and several Connecticut 
hospital leaders met Tuesday with 
Congresswoman Nancy Johnson to 
discuss options for mitigating the 
significant adverse consequences to 
the state’s hospitals resulting from the 
changes to the inpatient prospective 
payment system. 
 
Participating in the meeting, held at 
Congresswoman Johnson’s New 
Britain office, were Frank Kelly, 
President & CEO, Danbury Hospital, 
Kevin Kinsella, VP, Hartford Hospital, 
Daniel J. McIntyre, President and 
Executive Director, The Charlotte 
Hungerford Hospital, Laurence A. 
Tanner, President/CEO, New Britain 
General Hospital, John H. Tobin, 
D.Man., President/CEO, Waterbury 
Hospital, Colleen Scott, CFO, 
Waterbury Hospital, Robert P. Ritz, 
CHE, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Saint Mary's Hospital, Steven 
Rosenberg, Senior Vice President & 
CFO, Saint Francis Hospital and 
Medical Center, and Larry M. Gold, 
President & CEO, Connecticut 
Children's Medical Center and Chair-
man of the CHA Board of Trustees. 
 
Congresswoman Johnson and the 
CHA contingent also discussed the 
effect on Connecticut hospitals of 
reductions to the Medicaid and Medicare
program. 



CHA Educational and 
 
CHA has a full slate of e
events scheduled for the
Some highlights of the 2
event calendar include: 

▪ Healthcare Executive
2005 

▪ New Manager Blend
January 20, 2005 - J

▪ Taking an Initiative F
Series (see series br
programs) - February

▪ Trauma Nursing Cor
2005 and February 3

▪ Patient Safety Summ

▪ Healthcare 2005 Tra
 
To register, or for more in
programs, visit the educa
website or contact Rhon
7267 or bates@chime.o
 

Holiday Publication Sc
 
This is the last edition of U
year.  The next edition will
January 7, 2005. 
 
During this holiday season
the staff at CHA celebrate
where caring never takes 
all CHA members for a sa
2005! 
 

ChimeData Publishes New Fact Sheet on Asthma 
 
Asthma is a chronic illness that has been increasing in 
prevalence in the United States over the past 20 years, 
according to a new ChimeData Fact Sheet on asthma.   
 
The Fact Sheet cites Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) data, which shows that rates of 
asthma in the Northeast are 39% higher than any 
other region of the country, with a rate of 23.3 hospital 
discharges per 10,000 population vs. 16.8 nationally.  
 
The Fact Sheet also notes that Connecticut ranks 9th 
highest among all states for prevalence of adults with 
asthma, and uses ChimeData to track asthma 
discharges at the state’s acute care hospitals, which 
tend to follow a seasonal pattern each year.   
 
Mirroring a national trend, the 10-year asthma trend in 
Connecticut has been on the rise, and ChimeData 
indicates that the trend peaked in 2003 with more than 
24,200 visits to the ED.  This spike in asthma-related 
visits may be directly related to the impact of the 
influenza season, which drove a record number of 
people to the state’s EDs (see November 2004 
ChimeData Fact Sheet on influenza, which is available 
on CHA’s website).   
 
 

Influenza Activity Remains Low 
 
The level of overall influenza activity this season has 
been low in the United States, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  To 
date, the proportion of patient visits to CDC’s sentinel 
providers for influenza-like illness and the proportion 
of deaths attributed to pneumonia and influenza are 
below national baseline values (see chart below). 

 

CDC's updated weekly Influenza Summary Map, 
which shows the latest state-by-state influenza 
activity, indicates that Connecticut has moved from 
"sporadic" activity status for the reporting period to 
"local" activity status. 
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ducational programs and 
 early part of next year.  
005 CHA educational and 

 Summit - January 21, 

ed Learning Curriculum - 
une 9, 2005 

rom an Idea to Reality 
ochure for component 
 7, 2005 - April 26, 2005 

e Course - January 27, 
, 2005 

it - March 11, 2005 

de Show  - April 28, 2005 

formation on any of the 
tion section of the CHA 

da Bates at (203) 294-
rg.  

 

 
 
hedule for CHA Update 

pdate for this calendar 
 be published Friday, 

 and throughout the year, 
s Connecticut’s hospitals, 
a holiday.  Best wishes to 
fe, happy, and healthy 

http://www.cthosp.org/ChimeData/ChimeDataFactSheets.html
http://www.cthosp.org/ChimeData/documents/Influenza-FactSheet.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org

