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In This Issue: 
  
House Republicans Announce 
Leadership Team 
 
House Minority Leader Lawrence "Larry" 

Cafero (R-Norwalk) announced his picks for 

the House Republican leadership team on 

Wednesday, December 17.  The 

announcement came on the same day that 

Governor Rell nominated the Ranking 

House member of the Appropriations 

Committee, Kevin Delgobbo (R-Naugatuck), 

to fill a vacancy as a commissioner at the 

Department of Public Utility Control.  

 
HealthFirst Connecticut and 
Primary Care Access Authorities 
Meet to Review Draft 
Recommendations 
 

The HealthFirst Connecticut and Primary 

Care Access Authorities met on 

Wednesday, December 17, to review and 

discuss the draft report released by the 

Authorities’ co-chairs, Tom Swan and 

Margaret Flinter.  The statutorily required 

report and recommendations provide 

legislative leaders with a suggested 

framework for reforming Connecticut’s 

healthcare delivery system.  

 

Congressman Murphy Appointed 
to the House U.S. Energy and 
Commerce Committee 
  
On Thursday, December 11, 2008, the 

House Democratic Steering Committee 

made recommendations to the full 

Democratic Caucus for next year's 

committee assignments; these 

recommendations were approved.   

 

Save the Dates! 

 

 

 
 

 

Governor Announces Second FY 09 Budget Deficit Mitigation Plan; 

Some Medicaid Reductions,  

No Cuts to Medicaid Rates or DSH Payments to Hospitals 
 

On Wednesday, December 17, Governor M. Jodi Rell announced her second budget 

deficit mitigation plan to address Connecticut's estimated $356 million FY 09 budget 

shortfall by cutting spending, redirecting revenue from special accounts to the General 

Fund, bringing additional efficiencies to state government, and collecting additional 

revenue owed Connecticut by the federal government. The plan requires no new taxes, 

no employee layoffs, and leaves the state's $1.4 billion Rainy Day Fund intact.  

  

Of special interest to hospitals is that the Governor's plan calls for savings of $2.25 

million by requiring the Department of Social Services (DSS) to replace the current 

"medical necessity" definition under Medicaid with the definition used in the SAGA 

medical program.  The real savings to the state is $1.175 million since half of the 

savings are offset by the lost federal match.  Additionally, the budget deficit mitigation 

plan calls for savings of $1.175 million by allowing an allocation to DSS for medical 

interpretation to lapse.  On previous occasions, the Governor has proposed making 

these cuts, only to be rebuffed by the General Assembly.  Also contained in the budget 

plan are cuts of $85,323 to DSS for HUSKY Outreach and $69,410 earmarked for the 

Lifestar Helicopter.  

  

The Governor is urging the lame duck General Assembly to take action five days before 

the new Legislature is sworn in to office on January 7.  Citing the bleak economy, the 

Governor stated, "We cannot put off reality.  We cannot wait to take action.  The 

Legislature - the sitting Legislature - needs to take action.  Every day we sit and wait 

makes the budget situation worse.  Lawmakers must address the budget deficit now. 

 We literally cannot afford to wait." 

  

Click here to review the Governor's Second FY 09 Budget Deficit Mitigation Plan. 

 

 

House Republicans Announce Leadership Team 
 

House Minority Leader Lawrence "Larry" Cafero (R-Norwalk) announced his picks for 

the House Republican leadership team on Wednesday, December 17.  The 

announcement came on the same day that Governor Rell nominated the Ranking 

House member of the Appropriations Committee, Kevin Delgobbo (R-Naugatuck), to fill 

a vacancy as a commissioner at the Department of Public Utility Control.  

Returning as Deputy Minority Leaders will be William Hamzy (R-Terryville) and Themis Klarides (R-Derby).  John Harkins (R-

Stratford) has been named Deputy Minority Leader at large, and taking over as the new Republican Caucus Chair will be Penny 

Bacchiochi (R-Somers).  The Minority Whips, all returning to their posts from last session, will be John Frey (R-Ridgefield), John 

Piscopo (R-Thomaston), and Pamela Sawyer (R-Bolton).  
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=j89blvcab.0.0.l7evarcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ct.gov%2Fgovernorrell%2Fcwp%2Fview.asp%3FA%3D3293%26Q%3D430044%26pp%3D12%26n%3D1%23navskip&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=j89blvcab.0.0.l7evarcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ct.gov%2Fgovernorrell%2Flib%2Fgovernorrell%2Ffinal_decdeficitmitigationplan.pdf&id=preview


HealthFirst Connecticut and Primary Care Access Authorities Meet To Review Draft Recommendations 
 

The HealthFirst Connecticut and Primary Care Access Authorities met on Wednesday, December 17, to review and discuss the 

draft report released by the Authorities’ co-chairs, Tom Swan and Margaret Flinter.  The statutorily required report and 

recommendations will provide legislative leaders with a suggested framework for reforming Connecticut’s healthcare delivery 

system.  

During the meeting attended by Senate President Pro Tempore Don Williams (D-Brooklyn) and House Speaker-Elect Chris 

Donovan (D-Meriden), CHA commended the work of the co-chairs and authority members in producing the report.  CHA 

thanked the co-chairs for their attention to providing recommendations that seek to maximize federal money, such as moving 

State-Administered General Assistance (SAGA) into the Medicaid program, but expressed concern over other key 

recommendations.   

Specifically, CHA expressed concern that the report’s primary recommendations regarding expansion of coverage involve 

expanding the Medicaid program (providing access to people with incomes up to 300 percent of the Federal Poverty Level), as 

well as proposing an expansion of Charter Oak (or a Charter Oak-like plan).  Stephen Frayne, CHA’s Senior Vice President, 

Health Policy, stated, “we must make certain that as we expand access, we make it possible for hospitals and other providers to 

be able to afford to stay in business and provide the care needed.  Given its quarter century track record of chronic 

underfunding, it is hard to imagine Medicaid as a solid cornerstone upon which to expand access to care.”  

The Authority is scheduled to meet again on January 13, 2009, to vote on a final version of the report. 

 

Congressman Murphy Appointed to the House U.S. Energy and Commerce Committee 
 

On Thursday, December 11, 2008, the House Democratic Steering Committee made recommendations, which were approved 

by the full Democratic Caucus, for next year's committee assignments.  The Steering Committee is responsible for nominating 

Democratic members to serve on House committees and for advising the members of leadership on policy.  Representative 

Rosa DeLauro is Co-Chair of the Steering Committee. 

  

The Steering Committee recommended that Congressman Christopher Murphy (CT-5) be appointed to the Energy and 

Commerce Committee, with jurisdiction over healthcare, energy, environmental, global warming, consumer product safety, and 

telecommunications issues.  In the upcoming Congress, any healthcare reform or energy reform legislation will go through this 

committee.  Congressman Murphy is the first member of the Connecticut Delegation to sit on the Energy and Commerce 

Committee since 1996 and the first Connecticut Democratic member in over 20 years. 

  

Congressman Murphy stated, "I am thrilled to have been appointed to a committee that will allow me to play a major role in 

expanding access to healthcare, combating global warming, and making our country truly energy independent.  In particular, 

healthcare reform has always been an issue central to my public service, and this appointment gives me an opportunity to 

continue the work I started as Chair of the Public Health Committee in Hartford." 

 

 

Save the Dates! 

 

Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) Final Rule for 2009 –  

Monday, January 12, 2009 
 

Robert Masters, a nationally recognized expert in Medicare billing requirements, will be at CHA again this year using his 

extensive experience to simplify the complexities of Medicare coding and billing.  This program, from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m, is 

co-sponsored by the Healthcare Financial Management Association (HFMA). 

For more information, contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 

 

2009 CHA Healthcare Executive Summit - Quality and Patient Safety for the Senior Leader – 

Wednesday, January 14, 2009 
 

Evidence shows a strong correlation between engaged boards and high quality outcomes.  The 2009 CHA Executive Summit 

will explore that relationship and the key elements necessary to create and sustain high-performance boards focused on quality 

http://www.cthosp.org/5/Healthfirst121708.pdf
mailto:barnhill@chime.org


 

and safety.  It will also examine the components essential to creating an organizational culture of quality and patient safety.  

In addition to compelling research confirming the impact of boards on quality and safety, there are other factors driving the 

movement to engage hospital trustees more fully in the pursuit of better quality and patient safety.  There is also increasing 

pressure from regulatory and oversight agencies for hospital boards to be more accountable for quality and safety.  

Co-hosted by the Connecticut Association of Healthcare Executives, the program will cover the steps necessary to get boards 

actively involved with medical leadership and hospital staff in setting quality and safety goals, monitoring progress, and 

reviewing strategies.  Keynote Speaker James Conway, Senior Vice President at the Institute for Healthcare Improvement, and 

Brian Fillipo, M.D., Vice President, Quality and Patient Safety, Connecticut Hospital Association, will outline the steps necessary 

to “get boards on board” and create an organizational culture of patient safety through setting powerful goals, building the 

foundation, building will, and driving execution. 

As an independent chartered Chapter of the American College of Healthcare Executives, the Connecticut Association of 

Healthcare Executives is authorized to award 3.5 hours of Category II continuing education credit toward advancement or 

recertification in the ACHE. 

Participants in this program who wish to have it considered for Category II (non-ACHE) credit should list their attendance when 

they apply to the American College of Healthcare Executives for advancement or recertification. 

Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  For more information, 

contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 

 

 

DNV: A New Alternative for Hospital Accreditation –  

Thursday, January 15, 2009 
 

On September 26, 2008, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) granted deeming authority to Det Norske 

Veritas (DNV).  DNV’s National Integrated Accreditation for Healthcare Organizations (NIAHO
SM

) is the first new CMS-approved 

accreditation program in more than 40 years, and the first to integrate hospital accreditation with ISO 9001. 

So, how is this accreditation process different from that of The Joint Commission? How is it similar? This interactive program 

will answer these and many other questions you have about this new process.  Patrick Horine, Executive Vice President of DNV 

Healthcare, and Rebecca Wise, Chief Operating Officer of DNV Healthcare, will be leading the program.  Mr. Horine and Ms. 

Wise are experienced healthcare professionals with extensive backgrounds in hospital management, accreditation, and quality 

control. They were instrumental in creating the NIAHO accreditation standard and in developing the program for approval by 

CMS. 

Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  For more information, 

contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 

 
Update Publication Schedule  

 

                                   
 

This is the last edition of Update for 2008.  
Our regular schedule will resume on Thursday, January 8, 2009. 

 
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year from CHA! 
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