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American College of Emergency 
Physicians Releases its National 
Report Card on the State of 
Emergency Medicine; 
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The American College of Emergency 
Physicians (ACEP) released its National 
Report Card on the State of Emergency 
Medicine this week, giving the nation an 
overall grade of C- on state support for 
emergency care access and quality, medical 
liability reform, injury and disease 
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Shifting Caused by Low 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Reimbursement 
 
According to a study released on Tuesday, 
December 9, 2008, by Milliman Inc., low 
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements to 
hospitals and physicians lead to significantly 
higher health insurance costs for consumers 
and employers. 
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House Leadership Positions Filled by the Speaker-Elect 

  
On Thursday, December 11, 2008, Connecticut House of Representative Speaker-Elect 
Christopher Donovan (D-Meriden) announced the House leadership team and 
committee chairs for the 2009-2010 sessions of the General Assembly.  Rep. Donovan 
assumes the role of Speaker on the first day of the 2009 legislative session on January 
7, 2009, after current Speaker James Amann (D-Milford) steps down from the position 
that he has held for the past four years.  Representative Denise Merrill (D-Storrs) 
vacates her position as House Chair of the Appropriations Committee to become the 
second-in-command of the House, a position previously held by Donovan. 
 
With the state facing an anticipated $6 billion deficit for the upcoming two fiscal years, 
Speaker-Elect Donovan created a leadership team comprising seasoned state 
representatives to fill influential positions in the House.  Of special interest to hospitals is 
his selection of the following members to fill key legislative committee chairs: 
 

 Rep. John Geragosian (D-New Britain), Chair, Appropriations Committee 
 Rep. Toni Walker (D-New Haven), Chair, Human Services Committee 
 Rep. Elizabeth ―Betsy‖ Ritter (D-Quaker Hill), Chair, Public Health Committee 
 Rep. Steve Fontana (D-New Haven), Chair, Insurance and Real Estate 

Committee 
 Rep. Kevin Ryan (D-Montville), Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee of Health 

and Hospitals 
 Rep. Gail Hamm (D-East Hampton) Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee of 

Human Services 
 Rep. Peter Villano (D-Hamden), Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee of Human 

Services 
 
CHA has well-established working relationships with each of the newly appointed chairs 
and looks forward to working with them on important hospital and healthcare-related 
issues during the next two years.  Click here for a complete list of the newly announced 
House leadership team and committee chairs. 
 
CHA will provide additional updates as the House Committee and Ranking members 
are announced and when the Senate committee chairs, members, and ranking members are announced. 
 
 

American College of Emergency Physicians Releases its National Report Card on the State of Emergency Medicine; 

Connecticut Ranks 14
th

 

 

The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) released its National Report Card on the State of Emergency 
Medicine this week, giving the nation an overall grade of C- on state support for emergency care access and quality, medical 
liability reform, injury and disease prevention, and disaster preparedness.  Connecticut, which ranked 14th in the nation, 
received an overall grade of C+.  The report states that the relatively healthy lifestyles of Connecticut residents place the state 
among the best in the nation for public health and injury prevention, but a lack of liability reforms and a shortage of facilities for 
treating disaster victims ―leaves the state vulnerable in key areas.‖   

http://www.cthosp.org/5/DemsList.pdf


The report, prepared by an ACEP task force, recommends that Connecticut ―take immediate steps to implement major medical 

liability reforms.‖  CHA will be working to advance initiatives to stabilize Connecticut’s medical malpractice liability environment 
during the 2009 legislative session. 

 

Report Confirms Impact of Cost Shifting Caused by Low Medicare and Medicaid Reimbursement 
 

According to a study released this week by Milliman Inc., low Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements to hospitals and 
physicians lead to significantly higher health insurance costs for consumers and employers.  Nationwide, this discrepancy has 
widened in recent years, as Medicare and Medicaid hospital payments have not kept up with costs and Medicare physician 
payment levels have remained flat.  These underpayments cause a payment gap to hospitals and physicians that privately 
insured employers and consumers must close through a ―cost shift‖ or ―hidden tax,‖ creating devastating effects for families and 
employers trying to afford healthcare coverage.   
 
In 2007 in Connecticut, the hospital cost shift from Medicare was $206 million and $355 million for Medicaid, for a total of $561 
million of unfunded cost of government programs being shifted to commercial plans, employers, and their employees.   
 
Click here for the full report. 

 
Save the Dates! 

 

Protecting Patient Information: Connecticut Public Act 08-167 and Federal “Red Flag” Regulations –  

Tuesday, December 16, 2008 

  
In the past year, healthcare providers have seen several new regulatory developments at both the state and federal level to 
detect, prevent, and mitigate identity theft.  New Connecticut legislation became effective October 1, 2008 regarding protection 
of personal information such as social security numbers and health insurance identification numbers. In addition, the Federal 
Trade Commission ―Red Flag Rules,‖ which took effect on November 1, 2008 with enforcement suspended until May 1, 2009, 
will require most healthcare providers to adopt an identity theft prevention program.  
  
The program agenda will include an overview of these state and federal regulations with practical tips for compliance, a review 
of the existing data security notification law, and a discussion of enforcement cases and trends related to breaches of data 
privacy and security.  
 
Risk Managers, Corporate Compliance Officers, In-House Counsel, Reimbursement Managers, Health Information Managers, 
HR Professionals, and all those responsible for implementing and integrating data security measures into the daily operations of 
the hospital will benefit from this half-day program. 
  
Registration is from 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. and the program is from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.  For more information, contact Sherri 
Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  
 

 

Preparing Your Organization for the ICD-10 Transition: The Road Ahead –  

Thursday, December 18, 2008 

  
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a proposed rule in August 2008 to modify the medical data 
code set standards. The rule proposes adopting ICD-10-CM for coding of patient diagnoses and ICD-10-PCS for coding of 
hospital procedures, replacing ICD-9-CM that is used today.  As recently discussed in The Wall Street Journal, this new system 
with vastly expanded codes will have a major impact on the way providers gather, record, and submit information—ultimately 
affecting hospital payment levels.  Transitioning from ICD-9-CM to ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS will require careful planning 
and coordination of resources to ensure successful implementation.  This half-day program will provide the tools needed to 
begin to develop a plan for a successful transition to the new coding system, including walking participants through a checklist 
of what needs to be done now, who needs to be involved, and the timeline for preparation and implementation of the new 
system. 
  
Speaker Nelly Leon-Chisen, RHIA, is the Director of Coding and Classification at the American Hospital Association.  With over 

http://www.emreportcard.org/
http://www.cthosp.org/5/Milliman.pdf
mailto:barnhill@chime.org


 

25 years of experience in the health information management field, including consulting, teaching, and management in hospital 
medical record departments, she is a much sought-after speaker on this topic.  She is also the editor of Coding Clinic for ICD-9-

CM and Coding Clinic for HCPCS and has lectured throughout the United States. 
 
This program has been approved for 3 continuing education units for use in fulfilling the continuing education requirements of 
the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA). 
 
 Registration is from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.  For more information, contact Sherri 
Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
 

 

Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) Final Rule for 2009 –  

Monday, January 12, 2009 

 

Robert Masters, a nationally recognized expert in Medicare billing requirements, will be at CHA again this year using his 16 
years of experience to simplify the complexities of Medicare coding and billing from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  For more 
information, contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
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