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Hospital Leaders Speak in Opposition to Medicaid Cuts at Deficit 
Mitigation Hearing  
 
On Wednesday, December 9, the General Assembly’s Appropriations Committee held 
an informational forum and public hearing on Governor M. Jodi Rell’s November 24 FY 
2010 Deficit Mitigation Plan.  Several hospital leaders, as well as Stephen Frayne, 
CHA’s Senior Vice President of Health Policy, testified in strong opposition to proposed 
cuts to Medicaid reimbursement.  At a hearing where more than 300 people signed up 
to testify, hospitals were unified in calling for rejection of the cuts, as well as offering 
members of the committee suggestions for maximizing federal reimbursement to 
healthcare providers.   
 
In its testimony, CHA requested that legislators call upon the U.S. Senate, particularly 
Senators Dodd and Lieberman, to ensure healthcare reform legislation allows the state 
to move individuals enrolled in the SAGA program into Medicaid through a State Plan 
Amendment in 2010 and to include an extension of enhanced federal reimbursement in 
the Medicaid program (FMAP). CHA also urged members of the General Assembly to 
roll DSH payments into Medicaid rates.   
 
Prior to the public hearing, the Appropriations Committee held an informational forum 
with Office of Policy and Management Secretary Robert Genuario and other 
administration officials.  In his presentation, Secretary Genuario informed members that 
the current $17.3 billion budget is in a projected deficit of $466.5 million, including $245.1 million related to revenue below 
projected levels and $212.5 million related to deficiencies within state agencies.  Secretary Genuario urged the General 
Assembly to take quick action on the budget-cutting plan, stating the Governor is willing to work with the legislature and is open 
to alternative proposals not contained in the deficit mitigation plan.  
 
The General Assembly is scheduled to meet in special session on Tuesday, December 15 to address the Governor’s plan.  
Although they are required to convene the special session, it’s unclear if they will take action on the proposed budget cuts.  
Senate Democrats are scheduled to caucus on Friday, December 11, with the House Democrats scheduled to caucus on 
Monday, December 14. 
 
Hospital leaders made their presence known at the Capitol, testifying before the Appropriations Committee, meeting with key 
committee members, and submitting written testimony and letters.  CHA offers its sincere thanks to all hospitals that advocated  
on behalf of their patients, employees, and communities in urging rejection of the Governor’s deficit mitigation plan, includ ing:  
Bristol Hospital, Charlotte Hungerford Hospital, The Hospital of Central Connecticut, Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, 
Danbury Hospital, Day Kimball Hospital, Eastern Connecticut Health Network, Griffin Hospital, Hartford Hospital, Middlesex 
Hospital, Natchaug Hospital, Norwalk Hospital, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center, Saint Mary’s Hospital, Hospital of 
Saint Raphael, St. Vincent’s Medical Center, Waterbury Hospital, Windham Community Memorial Hospital, and Yale-New 
Haven Hospital. 
 
 

Connecticut Among States Expanding Access to Healthcare in 2009 
 
According to a survey released by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured on Tuesday, December 8, 26 states, 
including Connecticut, expanded access to health coverage for low-income children, parents, or pregnant women in 2009.   

Among the survey’s findings: 47 states cover children in families with an annual income at or higher than 200 percent of the 
federal poverty level; parent eligibility levels continue to lag far behind, and the disparity between children and parents is 
growing; and more than half of the states bolstered coverage for low income children, parents, and pregnant women, either by 
expanding eligibility, simplifying enrollment procedures or reducing financial barriers. These 26 states included:  Alabama, 
Alaska, California, Connecticut, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Montana, North Dakota, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, 
Washington, and West Virginia.    

http://www.ct.gov/governorrell/lib/governorrell/defmit_plan_24nov09.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/5/SAFTestimony120909.doc
http://www.cthosp.org/5/129_DefMit.ppt
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/kcmu120809pkg.cfm


 

 

CHA to Host Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) Final Rule – 2010 on Tuesday, 
January 5, 2010 and Changes in CPT/HCPCS for 2010 on Monday, January 25, 2010 
  

Continuing CHA’s series of Outpatient Medicare Payment and Coding Updates for 2010, Robert Masters, a nationally 
recognized expert in Medicare billing requirements, will present two new programs helping to simplify the complexities of 
Medicare coding and billing.  Participants will receive a comprehensive manual that outlines final 2010 changes. The January 5 
and January 25 programs run from 8:30 – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register for the January 5 program; click here to register for 
the January 25 program.  For more information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship 
Services at (203) 294-7257 or prestiano@chime.org. 

 
 

Save the Date: CHA’s 2010 Healthcare Executive Summit 
 
Please save the date for CHA’s Healthcare Executive Summit being held on Tuesday, January 26, 2010.  Ron Galloway, noted 
columnist, documentary director, and frequent speaker on business topics, notably regarding Wal-Mart and innovations in 
business technology, will be the keynote speaker.  For more information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, 
Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or prestiano@chime.org. 
 

 

http://www.cthosp.org/education_events/occal/register2.asp?eventid=761
http://www.cthosp.org/education_events/occal/register2.asp?eventid=762
mailto:prestiano@chime.org
mailto:prestiano@chime.org

