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Connecticut Hospitals Launch Smoke-Free  

Hospital Campus Initiative 
  

On Thursday, November 20, 2008, Connecticut hospitals began a two-year campaign to 

make all hospital campuses completely smoke-free.  Spearheaded by CHA, 

Connecticut’s 29 acute-care, not-for-profit hospitals have adopted the voluntary goal of 

implementing smoke-free campuses by November 2010. 
 

The statewide launch, hosted by Bristol Hospital, featured Attorney General Richard 

Blumenthal, an advocate for smoking cessation programs in Connecticut, as well as the 

American Cancer Society, which celebrated its annual Great American Smokeout on 

November 20.  Other participants included Kurt Barwis, President and CEO of Bristol 

Hospital, Bristol Mayor Art Ward, CHA, and Pfizer, sponsor of the statewide initiative. 
 

Six hospitals in Connecticut, St. Vincent’s Medical Center, Eastern Connecticut Health 

Network (Manchester Memorial Hospital and Rockville General Hospital), Connecticut 

Children’s Medical Center, MidState Medical Center, and The Charlotte Hungerford 

Hospital, were smoke-free campus-wide prior to November 20.  Joining this list on 

November 20 were Bristol Hospital, Griffin Hospital, Lawrence & Memorial Hospital, and 

Windham Community Memorial Hospital.  Other Connecticut hospitals will be phasing in 

smoke-free campuses throughout the next two years.  Please visit 

http://www.cthosp.org/Smoke_Free_Initiative.html for more information. 

 

 
Toni Hoover, Ph.D., Pfizer; Connie Malave, American Cancer Society; Attorney General Richard 

Blumenthal; Kim Hostetler, CHA; Kurt Barwis, President and CEO of Bristol Hospital; and Bristol 

Mayor Art Ward at the statewide launch at Bristol Hospital. 

 
Richard Brvenik, President & CEO, Windham Community Memorial Hospital, and Leslie Gianelli,  

CHA’s Director of Communications and Public Affairs, cut the cake at the hospital’s health fair celebrating the launch. 

http://www.cthosp.org/Smoke_Free_Initiative.html


Waterbury Hospital First in State to Offer Free HIV Testing During an Emergency Department Visit 
 

At a press conference on Monday, December 1, 2008, in conjunction with World AIDS Day, Waterbury Hospital launched the 

first program in Connecticut where Emergency Department patients will be offered free HIV testing while waiting to be 

evaluated or treated for other symptoms. 

 

The program is expected to serve as a model for other healthcare institutions across the state.  Patients who wish to be tested 

will be administered an oral fluid swab in a private area of the Emergency Department and will receive their test results 20 

minutes later.  If the result is negative, patients will be notified and educated on what they can do to stay negative.   If the result 

is positive, patients will be given a confirmatory blood test to verify the initial test.  Pre- and post-test counseling will also be 

provided for patients. 

 

 
Waterbury Hospital employees demonstrate an HIV swab test. 

 
Waterbury Hospital President/CEO John Tobin at the December 1 press conference, joined by 

(from left to right) Rep. Selim Noujaim, Waterbury Mayor Michael Jarjura, and Rep. Kevin DelGobbo. 

 

 

CHA Accepted to the Health Research and Educational Trust’s STOP BSI Project 

CHA has been invited by the Health Research and Educational Trust (HRET), an affiliate of the American Hospital Association, 

to participate in the STOP BSI project.  The project is a conjoint implementation of an initiative to reduce central line-associated 

blood stream infections (CLABSI) and the Comprehensive Unit-Based Safety Program (CUSP) to improve teamwork and 

communications in the intensive care unit, both of which are aimed at reducing blood stream infections.   

HRET has partnered with the Johns Hopkins University Quality and Safety Research Group and the Michigan Health & Hospital 

Association Keystone Center for Patient Safety and Quality to help at least 100 hospitals across the country put the STOP BSI 

program into practice.  Over 100 Michigan hospitals originally tested the program, which resulted in dramatic reductions in 

infection rates.   

The program is open to Connecticut hospitals with at least one intensive care unit.  Recruitment of hospitals interested in 

participating in the STOP BSI program will begin this month.  If you are interested in participating, or for more information, 

please contact Alison Hong, MD, CHA’s Director, Quality and Patient Safety, at (203) 294-7266 or Hong@chime.org.  

 

 

 



ChimeNet Achieves Advanced Wireless LAN Specialization from Cisco 

 

On Monday, December 1, 2008, CHA’s information technology affiliate, ChimeNet, announced that it achieved the Advanced 

Wireless LAN Specialization from Cisco
®
.  This specialization recognizes ChimeNet as having fulfilled the training requirements 

and program prerequisites to sell, deploy, and support advanced Cisco Wireless LAN solutions.     

 

The Cisco Advanced Wireless LAN Specialization is designed to help the company’s channel partners deliver wireless solutions 

to increase productivity and responsiveness, extend applications beyond the wired network, and overcome obstacles 

encountered with traditional wired communications.  Cisco Advanced Wireless LAN Specialized Partners are able to build 

solutions based on the entire suite of Cisco wireless LAN products, including Cisco access points, Cisco Unified Wireless LAN 

Management solutions, Cisco Wireless LAN Controllers, Cisco wireless bridge solutions, Cisco wireless LAN client adapters, 

and Cisco Unified IP Phone 7900 Series handsets. 

 

―As a Cisco Advanced Wireless LAN Specialized Partner, ChimeNet’s training investment ranks them among the industry’s 

most-qualified in providing wireless LAN solutions,‖ said Alex Thurber, senior director of wireless LAN for worldwide channels at 

Cisco. 

 

For more information, please contact Dave Lasalata, ChimeNet, at (203) 294-7369 or lasalata@chime.org. 

 

 

Save the Dates! 
 

Quality for Clinical Managers: Laying the Foundation –  

Friday, December 12, 2008 - Exceptional Value at $49! 

  

What causes errors? To understand this is to begin to understand how to improve quality and patient safety on your units.  This 

program is designed for clinical managers from all disciplines who want to build a solid foundation to lead others on their units 

to provide safe care.  This program will explore why culture plays a part in making errors, why depending on memory in 

healthcare is a risky tactic, and why being on the sharp end of healthcare isn’t easy when a mistake happens!  A concept called 

―human factors engineering‖ will be introduced as a method to increase safety on your units by substituting one’s dependence 

on memory with more reliable strategies.  With communication breakdown cited as the number one sentinel event reported to 

the Joint Commission, the last part of the program will be devoted to improving communication tools between caregivers.  

  

This Continuing Nursing Education Activity was Approved by the Connecticut Nurses’ Association, An Accredited Approver by 

the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (3.0 contact hours). 

  

This activity has been approved by the National Association of Healthcare Quality for 3.0 CPHQ CE credits. 

  

Registration is from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  For more information, contact Sherri 

Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  

 

Protecting Patient Information: Connecticut Public Act 08-167 and Federal “Red Flag” Regulations –  

Tuesday, December 16, 2008 

 

In the past year, healthcare providers have seen several new regulatory developments at both the state and federal level to 

detect, prevent, and mitigate identity theft.  New Connecticut legislation became effective October 1, 2008 regarding protection 

of personal information such as social security numbers and health insurance identification numbers. In addition, the Federal 

Trade Commission ―Red Flag Rules,‖ which took effect on November 1, 2008 with enforcement suspended until May 1, 2009, 

will require most healthcare providers to adopt an identity theft prevention program.  

 

The program agenda will include an overview of these state and federal regulations with practical tips for compliance, a review 

of the existing data security notification law, and a discussion of enforcement cases and trends related to breaches of data 

privacy and security.  

 

Risk Managers, Corporate Compliance Officers, In-House Counsel, Reimbursement Managers, Health Information Managers, 

mailto:lasalata@chime.org
mailto:barnhill@chime.org


 

HR Professionals, and all those responsible for implementing and integrating data security measures into the daily operations of 

the hospital will benefit from this half-day program. 

 

Registration is from 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. and the program is from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.  For more information, contact Sherri 

Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  

 

 

Preparing Your Organization for the ICD-10 Transition: The Road Ahead –  

Thursday, December 18, 2008 

 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a proposed rule in August 2008 to modify the medical data 

code set standards. The rule proposes adopting ICD-10-CM for coding of patient diagnoses and ICD-10-PCS for coding of 

hospital procedures, replacing ICD-9-CM that is used today.  As recently discussed in The Wall Street Journal, this new system 

with vastly expanded codes will have a major impact on the way providers gather, record, and submit information—ultimately 

affecting hospital payment levels.  Transitioning from ICD-9-CM to ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS will require careful planning 

and coordination of resources to ensure successful implementation.  This half-day program will provide you with the tools you 

need to begin to develop a plan for a successful transition to the new coding system, including walking participants through a 

checklist of what needs to be done now, who needs to be involved, and the timeline for preparation and implementation of the 

new system. 

 

Speaker Nelly Leon-Chisen, RHIA, is the Director of Coding and Classification at the American Hospital Association.  With over 

25 years of experience in the health information management field, including consulting, teaching, and management in hospital 

medical record departments, she is a much sought-after speaker on this topic.  She is also the editor of Coding Clinic for ICD-9-

CM and Coding Clinic for HCPCS and has lectured throughout the United States. 

 

Registration is from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.  For more information, contact Sherri 

Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  
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