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State House and Senate Caucuses Elect Leaders;  
No Surprises 

  
After last week's elections, state House and Senate caucuses met and elected their 

leaders for the 2009-2010 sessions.  As expected, the House Democrats elected Rep. 

Chris Donovan (D-Meriden) to succeed Rep. Jim Amann (D-Milford) as Speaker of the 

House.  The Speaker of the House of Representatives is officially elected by the entire 

membership of the House of Representatives on opening day of the 2009 session in 

January, but since the House Democrats hold a majority of the seats, Rep. Donovan's 

election on opening day is a formality.  Rep. Denise Merrill (D-Mansfield) was elected by 

House Democrats to serve as House Majority Leader.  The House Republicans re-

elected Lawrence Cafero to serve as their leader and House Minority Leader. 

  

In the Senate, Senator Don Williams (D-Brooklyn) and Marty Looney (D-New Haven) 

were re-elected by Senate Democrats as President Pro Tempore and Majority Leader of 

the Senate respectively.  Senate Republicans re-elected John McKinney (R-Fairfield) as 

Senate Minority Leader. 

  

Over the next two months, legislative leaders will appoint their leadership teams and 

committee chairmen. 

 
Governor Rell and Congressman Courtney Call for Additional Medicaid Funding 

  
On Friday, November 7, 2008, the Bush Administration announced that it would cut 

funding for outpatient services currently covered by Medicaid, further hurting 

Connecticut hospitals during these hard economic times.  In an effort to counter the 

administration’s regulatory change, Governor M. Jodi Rell and Congressman Joe 

Courtney (CT-2) called for additional Medicaid funding because of the growing fiscal 

crisis and   state revenue shortfalls.  Click here for the letter Congressman Courtney 

wrote to President Bush, urging for repeal of the regulatory change. 

 
Governor Rell Pushes for an Increase in Medicaid Reimbursement 
 
On Saturday, November 8, 2008, Governor Rell announced that she has asked the state’s Congressional delegation to join her 

in pushing for an increase in federal Medicaid reimbursement rates to be included in the second national economic stimulus 

package Congress is expected to consider next week.  Connecticut’s expenses are partially reimbursed by the federal 

government, but the state’s reimbursement rate is set at 50 percent, the lowest possible, so any increase would mean a 

substantial boost in state revenue. 

In her letter to the delegation, Governor Rell said, “I am asking that you pay particular attention to the issue of Medicaid 

reimbursements.  An increase in reimbursements will serve two critical purposes: It will enable us to continue providing both 

direct services to citizens and indirect services through our network of private and non-profit providers, and it will relieve some 

of the burden as the General Assembly and I cope with the current budget deficit of more than $300 million.” 

In Connecticut, the fiscal 2009 budget for Medicaid exceeds $3.7 billion, or 21 percent of the state budget. This includes nearly 

$1.5 billion for citizens in long-term care, nearly $800 million for child and care-giver coverage, and $334 million for community 

and home healthcare services. 

http://www.cthosp.org/5/Courtney_110908.doc
http://www.cthosp.org/5/rellrelease08.pdf


 

Last month, Governor Rell wrote House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, House Minority Leader 

John Boehner, and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, urging them to include increased Medicaid funding in the stimulus 

package. The Governor also submitted testimony on the issue to the House Ways and Means Committee. 

 

Save the Dates! 
  
2009 Joint Commission Standards and National Patient Safety Goals Update - Thursday, November 20, 2008 
  

The Joint Commission (TJC) has completely revised its Comprehensive Accreditation Manual for Hospitals (CAMH). These 

changes, along with new scoring guidelines, will alter the way organizations need to prepare for future surveys.  Knowing how 

to use the 2009 CAMH, including understanding the prioritization of standards and associated elements, will be imperative for 

successful surveys.  In this program, participants will be introduced to the new scoring process and how to use it in the Periodic 

Performance Review (PPR).  The course will also address the 2009 National Patient Safety Goals and approaches for meeting 

the most challenging standards for 2009.  

  

All hospital and medical staff leaders involved in Joint Commission survey preparation should attend, including: Patient Care 

and Physician Executives, Staff Nurses, Pharmacists, Joint Commission Coordinators, Quality Improvement Professionals, 

Infection Prevention Specialists, Human Resources Professionals, Utilization/Case Managers, Social Workers, Risk Managers, 

Corporate Compliance Officers, and In-House Counsel.  

  

Gail Weinberger, Director, Policy and Administration, Joint Commission, will provide opening remarks and set the stage for the 

full-day program.  Richard Kaine, MD, will lead the rest of the program.  Kaine is the director of Consulting Services for Quality 

Management Resources, Ltd (QMR), a nationwide consulting firm working with hospitals to achieve successful Joint 

Commission and CMS surveys.  

  

The Connecticut Nurses' Association has approved this program for continuing nursing education credits (6.25 Contact Hours).  

  

Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  For more information, 

contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  

  
 
American with Disabilities Act Amendments - CHA Regulatory Series - Workplace Issues - Tuesday, December 2, 2008 
  

The ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA), signed into law this past September, becomes effective January 1, 2009.  

Congress enacted the ADAAA based on its determination that certain Supreme Court rulings and the ADA regulations  issued 

by the EEOC incorrectly limited what Congress originally intended to be a broad scope of protection under the ADA.  The new 

law will require employers to understand and address challenging issues such as an expanded definition of disability and major 

life activity, the new standard for determining when an employer may be held liable for "regarding" an individual as disabled, 

and changes in the meaning of terms like reasonable accommodation, undue hardship, and essential job function to establish 

compliance with ADA obligations.  

The program will also provide an overview of the Enforcement Guidance: Applying Performance and Conduct Standards to 

Employees with Disabilities issued by the EEOC in September 2008 and review practical steps employers should take to 

ensure compliance.  John Zandy, partner at Wiggin and Dana and chair of its Labor, Employment and Benefits Department, will 

present.  

Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  For more information, 

contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  

 

Quality for Clinical Managers: Laying the Foundation – Friday, December 12, 2008 
Exceptional Value at $49! 
  
What causes errors? To understand this is to begin to understand how to improve quality and patient safety on your units.  This 

program is designed for clinical managers from all disciplines who want to build a solid foundation to lead others on their units to 

provide safe care.  This program will explore why culture plays a part in making errors, why depending on memory in healthcare is 

mailto:barnhill@chime.org
mailto:barnhill@chime.org


 

a risky tactic, and why being on the sharp end of healthcare isn’t easy when a mistake happens!  A concept called “human factors 

engineering” will be introduced as a method to increase safety on your units by substituting one’s dependence on memory with 

more reliable strategies.  With communication breakdown cited as the number one sentinel event reported to the Joint 

Commission, the last part of the program will be devoted to improving communication tools between caregivers. 

This activity will be submitted to the National Association of Healthcare Quality for CPHQ CE credit.   

Registration is from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  For more information, contact Sherri 

Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 

 


