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November 6, 2008 

Federal and State Election Results 
 
With record voter turnout, Democratic 
Presidential candidate Barack Obama 
claimed victory in Tuesday's historic 
election, leading his party to control of 
both the House and Senate.  With 49 
states reporting election results, 
Obama had 349 electoral votes to 
McCain's 162 votes.  Obama and Vice 
President-elect Joe Biden will be sworn 
into office on January 20, 2009. 
 
In a nationally-watched Congressional 
race, Connecticut's lone Republican 
Congressman, Christopher Shays (R-4) 
was beaten by Democratic challenger 
Jim Himes (D-Greenwich) 51 percent to 
48 percent, with 94 percent of the votes 
counted.  Congressman Shays was the 
only Republican member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives from New 
England.  Connecticut's other members 
of Congress won their elections and will 
return to Washington in January to start 
a new two-year term.  U.S. Senators 
Christopher Dodd (D) and Joe 
Lieberman (I) were not up for re-election. 
  
Nationwide, the Democrats expanded 
their control in both chambers of 
Congress.  The Senate Democrats 
increased their majority by five seats, 
to 56 to 40.  There are still four races 
that are too close to call.  The House 
Democrats increased their majority by 19 
seats, to 254 to 173.  Eight House races 
are yet to be decided.  Of particular 
interest was whether Senate Democrats 
would gain at least 60 of the 100 Senate 
seats, thus giving them a filibuster-proof 
margin and allowing the Democratic 
majority to move legislative priorities 
through the Senate strictly on party 
lines.   
  
Also on Tuesday, Connecticut voters 
went to the polls to choose their State 
Senators and Representatives.  With 
high voter turnout, unofficial election 
results show most incumbents returning 
to Hartford for another two-year term.  In 
a highly-watched Senate race, Public 
Health Chair Mary Ann Handley (D-
Manchester) beat Republican challenger 
David Blackwell.  

 
Overall, the Democrats expanded their 
majority in both chambers by nine, to 114 
to 37 in the House and 24 to 12 in the 
Senate.  Senate Democrats were able to 
gain a supermajority of 24 members, thus 
giving them the ability to override the 
Governor's veto on party lines. 
 
Election results are current as of 11:00 
a.m. and are unofficial until verified and 
certified by the Connecticut Secretary of 
State's Office, which could take several 
weeks. 
 
 
Smoke-Free Hospital Campus Initiative 

Conference Call Held 
 
The second smoke-free campus initiative 
conference call took place on Wednesday, 
November 5, 2008, with 10 hospitals 
participating.  The group heard a 
presentation by the Department of Public 
Health (DPH) about the Quitline, Fax 
Referral Program, and training institute, 
which offers company-specific cessation 
workshops, presentations, and a Quit Kit.  
 
DPH also discussed the Tuesday, 
November 18 public hearing, at which 
approval will be sought from the State 
Legislature’s Public Health and 
Appropriations Committees for a $6.8 
million allocation from the Tobacco and 
Health Trust Fund.  The funds would be 
spent on tobacco prevention, marketing, 
and cessation programs, including 
expansion of the Quitline, nicotine 
replacement therapy, and a lung cancer 
tissue repository. 
 
Hospitals across Connecticut have been 
asked to join the smoke-free hospital 
campus campaign and commit by 
November 15, 2008 to strive toward 
implementation of smoke-free campus 
policies by November 15, 2010.  Many 
hospitals are planning on going smoke-free 
on Thursday, November 20, 2008, in 
conjunction with the American Cancer 
Society’s Great American Smoke-out.  
 
The next conference call is Wednesday, 
January 14 from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
For more information, please contact 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leslie Gianelli, CHA’s Director of 
Communications and Public Affairs, at (203) 294-
7213 or Gianelli@chime.org. 
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2009 Joint Commission Standards and 
National Patient Safety Goals Update - 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 
 
The Joint Commission (TJC) has completely 
revised its Comprehensive Accreditation Manual 
for Hospitals (CAMH).  These changes, along 
with new scoring guidelines, will alter the way 
organizations need to prepare for future surveys.  
Knowing how to use the 2009 CAMH, including 
understanding the prioritization of standards and 
associated elements, will be imperative for 
successful surveys.  In this program, participants 
will be introduced to the new scoring process and 
how to use it in the Periodic Performance Review 
(PPR).  The course will also address the 2009 
National Patient Safety Goals and approaches 
for meeting the most challenging standards for 
2009.  
 
All hospital and medical staff leaders involved in 
Joint Commission survey preparation should 
attend, including: Patient Care and Physician 
Executives, Staff Nurses, Pharmacists, Joint 
Commission Coordinators, Quality Improvement 
Professionals, Infection Prevention Specialists, 
Human Resources Professionals, 
Utilization/Case Managers, Social Workers, Risk 
Managers, Corporate Compliance Officers, and 
In-House Counsel.  
 
Gail Weinberger, Director, Policy and 
Administration, Joint Commission, will provide 
opening remarks and set the stage for the full-
day program. Richard Kaine, MD, will lead the 
rest of the program.  Kaine is the director of 
Consulting Services for Quality Management 
Resources, Ltd (QMR), a nationwide consulting 
firm working with hospitals to achieve successful 
Joint Commission and CMS surveys.  
 
The John D. Thompson Hospice Institute for 
Education, Training and Research, Inc. 
designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 6.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.  
Application has been submitted to the 
Connecticut Nurses’ Association for approval of 
continuing nursing education credits (6.25 
Contact Hours). 
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. - 
8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. For more information, contact Sherri Barnhill 
at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.  
 
 
American with Disabilities Act Amendments – 
CHA Regulatory Series – Workplace Issues - 

Tuesday, December 2, 2008 
 

The ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA), 
signed into law this past September, becomes 
effective January 1, 2009.  Congress enacted 
the ADAAA based on its determination that 
certain Supreme Court rulings and the ADA 
regulations issued by the EEOC incorrectly 
limited what Congress originally intended to be 
a broad scope of protection under the ADA.  
The new law will require employers to 
understand and address challenging issues 
such as an expanded definition of disability and 
major life activity, the new standard for 
determining when an employer may be held 
liable for “regarding” an individual as disabled, 
and changes in the meaning of terms like 
reasonable accommodation, undue hardship, 
and essential job function to establish 
compliance with ADA obligations.  
 
The program will also provide an overview of 
the Enforcement Guidance: Applying 
Performance and Conduct Standards to 
Employees with Disabilities issued by the 
EEOC in September 2008 and review practical 
steps employers should take to ensure 
compliance. John Zandy, partner at Wiggin and 
Dana and chair of its Labor, Employment and 
Benefits Department, will present.  
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 a.m. - 
9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. For more information, contact 
Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or 
barnhill@chime.org.  
 
 
Stark Regulations - New Developments and 

Practical Applications - 
Tuesday, December 9, 2008 

 
As part of CHA’s Regulatory Series, this 
program will address the latest important 
changes and clarifications to physician self-
referral (“Stark”) regulations.  The discussion 
will cover new limits on “under arrangements” 
services, prohibitions on percentage based 
compensation and per-click compensation for 
rental of office space and equipment, 
amendments to the “stand in the shoes” 
provisions, the anti-markup rules, and other 
significant provisions, which may require the 
alteration of many current arrangements.  
 
Panelists include: Lisa Ohrin, Deputy Director, 
Division of Technical Payment Policy, Center 
for Medicare Management, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services; Steven 
Chananie, Partner; and Hayden S. Wool, 
Partner, Garfunkel, Wild & Travis, P.C. 
 
Registration is from 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 
the program is from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  For 
more information, contact Sherri Barnhill at 
(203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
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