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National Public 
Relations Group 
 
Education Program to 
Cover Aspects 
of Alzheimer’s Disease 
JCAHO, CMS Announce 
Change to Core Measures 

oint Commission on Accreditation
althcare Organizations (JCAHO) 
e Centers for Medicare & 
aid Services (CMS) have 
nced that they will modify two of 
re measures for hospital perfor-

e reporting to account for hospitals’
pread use of angiotensin receptor 
rs (ARBs), a new drug similar to 

tensin-converting enzyme (ACE) 
ors that is used to treat heart 
 and heart failure patients. 

nnouncement was made 
esday at a special meeting of the 
al Quality Forum (NQF), which 
ttended by Julie Petrellis, CHA’s 
or of Quality Improvement.  NQF 
ned the gathering in Washington,
to address numerous concerns 
 by hospitals and performance 

urement systems such as CHA’s 
rd Excellence in Care (TEIC) 
m about the core measure, 

 currently shows only the 
ntage of patients that were 
ribed ACE inhibitors at discharge.

and others have argued that the 
ure does not accurately reflect 
mber of patients receiving 
priate medication upon 
rge.  Many physicians prescribe 

 instead of ACE inhibitors, 
se ARBs decrease potential side
s for some patients.  The 
ion of both ARBs and ACE 
ors to the core measure gives a 
accurate picture of how hospitals 
eft ventricular systolic 
nction (LVSD). 

ecticut hospitals’ performance on 
ree conditions being measured 
and publicly reported by CMS (heart 
attack, heart failure, and pneumonia), is 
available on the Hospital Performance 
Reporting section of the CHA website.
 
 

Governor Rell Announces 
Over $2 Million to Improve 

Access to Dental Care 
 
Three acute care hospitals are among 
the recipients of state funding for 
improved access to dental care. 
 
Last week, Governor M. Jodi Rell 
announced that more than $2 million in 
funding will be allocated to expand 
community access to dental care.  A 
total of $2,048,424 in bonding is 
planned for projects in 11 cities and 
towns, ranging from school-based 
dental clinics to mobile dental care 
centers. 
 
The three hospitals receiving funding 
are:  Manchester Memorial Hospital, 
which was allocated $169,171 to 
construct clinical spaces for dentists in 
two schools; Saint Mary’s Hospital, 
which will receive $40,125 to construct 
and equip dental facilities; and Yale-
New Haven Hospital, which will get 
$246,000 to purchase dental 
equipment. 
 
Much of the state money was targeted 
to urban areas, where the majority of 
the state’s Medicaid-enrolled children 
live, but where only about 20% of the 
state’s dentists practice. 
 
 

Hospital Affiliated Homecare 
Agencies Recognized at CAHC 

Annual Meeting 
 
The Connecticut Association for Home 
Care (CAHC) held its Annual Meeting 

http://www.cthosp.org/Quality/HPR.html
http://www.cthosp.org/Quality/HPR.html
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Wednesday, with a theme of “Bridging the Gap: Home 
Care and Physicians.”  
 
The meeting, held at the Aqua Turf Country Club in 
Southington, featured an awards presentation and a 
keynote address from Tray Dunaway, M.D., a surgeon 
and healthcare consultant who spoke about the need 
for improved communication between physicians and 
home healthcare personnel. 
 
Eighteen of Connecticut’s 30 not-for-profit acute care 
hospitals have affiliated home healthcare agencies, 
and two of them, Middlesex Hospital Homecare and 
MidState VNA and Hospital, were recognized for their 
quality improvement efforts at the meeting.    
 
Middlesex Hospital Homecare was presented with 
quality improvement awards by Qualidigm, the state’s 
Quality Improvement Organization (QIO).  The first 
award, the Partner in Quality Award, was presented to 
the agency’s “Heart Smart” team, which developed 
collaborations with multiple organizations and 
physicians to create a heart failure pathway and other 
quality improvement measures for homecare patients 
with cardiac conditions, which resulted in the agency’s 
patients requiring emergent care at a significantly 
lower rate than national and state averages.  The 
agency also received a Star Award for its efforts to 
reduce emergent care episode rates among its overall 
patient population.   
 
MidState VNA and Hospice also received recognition 
as one of several homecare agencies achieving a 
statistically significant improvement in one of the CMS 
outcomes-based quality improvement (OBQI) program 
measures.  
 
 

CDC:  Flu Activity “Sporadic” in Connecticut 
 
As of the latest Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention (CDC) weekly influenza summary update, 
Connecticut has reported sporadic influenza activity, 
while New York has increased from sporadic to 
regional reporting status (see map below). 
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Corvino Honored by National 
Public Relations Group 

orvino, President and Chief Executive 
Greenwich Hospital, was recently honored 
blic Relations Society of America (PRSA) 
acEachern Chief Executive Officer Award, 
g Corvino’s exemplary use of public 
o spearhead an organizational culture 
cusing on service excellence. 

 announcement of the award said that 
 “visionary leadership and sound 
ding of public relations principles have 

he hospital to achieve unprecedented 
nd community prominence.” 

 THE DATE: 2005 Leadership Summit 

ationally recognized experts on critical 
sues will be featured at CHA’s 2005 
e Executive Summit, which has been 
 for Friday, January 21, 2005.  For details, 
HA website at www.cthosp.org. 

cation Program to Cover Aspects 
of Alzheimer’s Disease 

offer an education program on Alzheimer’s 
hat will cover medical, sociological, and 
ues experienced by patients and their 

ram, Alzheimer’s Disease:  The Journey 
nosis to Total Care, will be held from   
 - 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 30, 

er’s disease cases, patients and families 
e a multitude of physical and emotional 
s.  This program is designed to help 
edical and mental health professionals to 

 various issues related to the disease and 
 community, financial, and emotional 
ystems. 

ram has been approved for a maximum of 
it hours in Category I of the Physicians 
ion Award of the American Medical 
on, and 3.6 contact hours of nursing 
g education.  Application has been 
 to the National Association of Social 

 Connecticut, for approval of continuing 
 credit hours. 

 information, visit the CHA website at 
sp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 
 or bates@chime.org. 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/pdfbrochures/Healthcare Executive Summit Save the Date.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/pdfbrochures/Alzheimers Disease, November 30, 2004.pdf
mailto:bates@chime.org

