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Inpatient/Outpatient 
Revenue Survey 
Results Now Available 
 
Statistical Workshop 
on Tracking Health 
Indicators Offered 
Cancer Payment Reform 
dvocacy Efforts Successful 

enters for Medicare & Medicaid 
ces (CMS) has revised its final 
physician fee schedule to 
se payments for certain cancer 
 and for administering the drugs.

evisions, recently outlined by 
Administrator Mark McClellan in 
r to the House Ways and Means 
ittee, will restore an estimated 

million in payments to physicians.

members and staff worked with 
nior staff of Congressman John 
n to advocate for the revision and 
ue against Medicare’s declining 
ursement rates for cancer drugs 
ncology treatment.  The decline 
bursement to physicians, a 

 of certain provisions of the 
are Modernization Act of 2003, 

tened to increase the burden on 
tals, which are already struggling 
igh drug costs, capacity issues, 
e cost of skilled nursing staff. 

tter submitted to McClellan last 
, Congressman Larson 

ibed the harmful effects of the 
tion in cancer drug and oncology 
ent rates.  He called for changes 

 final rates, which will be officially 
nced next month prior to their 

ive date of January 1, 2005. 

Pastoral Care Week: 
October 24-30, 2004 

 end of this month, Connecticut 
tals will observe National Pastoral
Week, in recognition of the 
rt and spiritual healing provided 
in hospitals by clergy and other 
pastoral care workers. 
 
In Connecticut’s hospitals, pastoral 
care departments provide spiritual 
support to patients and families of all 
faiths.  Most hospital chaplains are 
available around the clock to offer 
blessings, sacraments, or counsel to 
patients and their families.  Hospitals 
also offer interfaith, non-denomina-
tional chapels for moments of prayer, 
meditation, or quiet reflection. 
 
Many CHA member hospitals also offer 
pastoral care education programs, in 
which aspiring seminarians, clergy, or 
qualified lay people learn to provide 
spiritual care that meets the needs of 
individuals and the unique challenges 
different illnesses present. 
 
“In counterbalance to the incredible 
increase in technology now employed 
in even the most basic community 
hospitals, there is an increasing 
demand for spiritual care where people 
can be reaffirmed in their humanity. 
Pastoral Care Week is a wonderful 
way of upholding that human response 
and reminding everyone that we are 
here to do just that and we will not 
abandon you,” according to Dennis 
McCann, Pastoral Care Director at St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center. 
 
CHA will offer an education program in 
recognition of Pastoral Care Week 
called Laughter for Life: The Use of 
Humor in Spiritual Care.  The program, 
which will be held from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m. Friday, October 22, 2004, will 
feature Al Staggs, D.Min., who served 
as a Baptist minister for 24 years prior 
to becoming a full-time performance 



 

 

 

artist.  Staggs also serves as a hospital chaplain at 
Harris Methodist Hospital in Bedford, Texas. 
 
 

2004 Inpatient/Outpatient Revenue 
Survey Results Now Available 

 
Merritt, Hawkins & Associates, CHA Shared Services 
Program’s endorsed provider for physician recruitment 
for more than six years, is making results from its 
2004 Inpatient/Outpatient Revenue Survey available 
to CHA hospital members. 
 
This survey results provide critical benchmarking data 
hospitals can use to develop a quantitative analysis of 
their current physician recruitment programs.  Hospital 
officials who want to receive a free copy of the 2004 
Physician Inpatient/Outpatient Revenue Survey results
should contact Thomas McKeever at (800) 306-1330 
or tmckeever@mhagroup.com.  
 
 

Governer Rell Declares 
Supply Emergency for Flu Vaccine 

 
Governor M. Jodi Rell today declared a supply 
emergency for the influenza vaccine to address price 
gouging and to better manage the distribution of 
scarce supplies of the vaccine. 
 
In a press release issued today, Governor Rell said, 
“With the authority granted by this emergency order, 
we will take swift action to fight profiteering and to 
direct our limited supplies to those who need it most.  
This will help us ensure that all available flu vaccina-
tions are directed to our most vulnerable citizens – 
seniors, children and those with chronic, debilitating 
illnesses.” 
 
It is uncertain what the impact of this declaration will 
be on hospitals.  CHA has been in touch with the 
Governor’s office, and will continue to be in close 
contact with them in the coming days about the 
implications of the declaration. 
 
“I am confident that state and local government 
agencies, healthcare providers and the business 
community can work together to help us address this 
health emergency,” said Governor Rell. 
 
 
Regional Mental Health Public Forums Scheduled

 
Lieutenant Governor Kevin Sullivan’s Mental Health 
Cabinet, which he formed at the end of the summer at 
the Governor’s request to focus on strengthening the 
state’s mental health system, has scheduled a series 
of regional public forums on mental health issues, 
beginning next week.   
 
The purpose of each forum is to give the public an 
opportunity to raise questions and concerns about 
Connecticut’s mental health system. 
 
Pat Monahan, CHA General Counsel and Vice 
President for Patient Care Regulation, Stephen 
Larcen, Ph.D., President and CEO of Natchaug 
Hospital, and Alfred Herzog, M.D., Vice President of 
Medical Affairs at Hartford Hospital, are among 
cabinet appointees. 
 
Each forum will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on 
the following dates:   
 

▪ Tuesday, October 19 - Housatonic Community 
College, Room A101 

 

▪ Monday, October 25 - University of Hartford’s 
Wilde Auditorium 

 

▪ Wednesday, October 27 - UConn Torrington 
Branch, Multipurpose Room 

 

▪ Monday, November 8 - Three Rivers Community 
College 

 

▪ Tuesday, November 16 - UConn Stamford Branch
 
 

Statistical Workshop 
on Tracking Health Indicators Offered 

 
An education program on statistical tracking of 
public health indicators will be offered from 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday, October 27 and 28, 2004. 
 
The program, co-sponsored by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the 
National Center for Health Statistics, is 
general in scope and addresses issues that 
are applicable to staff in a wide variety of 
public health settings, as well as early 
researchers interested in pursuing a public 
health agenda. 
 
This two-day course provides insights into the 
deliberations and challenges encountered in 
producing data for a comprehensive, national 
health initiative. 
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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