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Smoke-Free Hospital Campus 
tiative Kick Off Event Big Success

 Friday, September 19, 2008, over 
 representatives from hospitals 

oss Connecticut joined together to 
 off the campaign for smoke-free 
necticut hospital campuses, with the 
nt to commit to this initiative by 
ember 15, 2008 and strive toward 
lementation by November 15, 2010. 

h many hospitals already well along 
he journey toward smoke-free 

puses, this half-day event was used 
a forum to hear the stories of those 
cesses and how they were achieved, 
 a state and national perspective.  

ven Hanks, MD, Senior Vice 
sident, Medical Affairs, and Chief 
dical Officer, The Hospital of Central 
necticut, and Chairman of the 
committee that developed the 
posal for the statewide initiative, 
red opening remarks, followed by 
ments from Barbara Walsh, Tobacco 

gram Supervisor, Connecticut 
artment of Public Health.  

lementation Panel 
m left to right: Amanda Barney, Kevin 
laherty, and Sandy Reyes 

 floor was then opened up to the first 
el, focusing on implementation. 
anda Barney, Vice President, 

munications, Rhode Island Hospital 
ociation, stressed the importance of 
r communication, policies, 

tnerships, and signage.  Kevin 
laherty, New England Director, 
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids 

vided valuable data on national 
developments and cutting edge initiatives.  
Sandy Reyes, Smoke-Free Initiative 
Coordinator, St. Vincent’s Medical Center, 
shared a comprehensive overview of St. 
Vincent’s implementation process. Reyes 
conveyed the importance of the message 
“coming from the top”, noting the 
leadership of President and CEO Susan 
Davis, Ed.D., for making St. Vincent’s the 
first Fairfield County hospital to go smoke-
free.   
 

Technical Panel 
From left to right: Andrew Beck, Wallicia 
McNeil, and John Zandy 
 
The technical panel followed, starting with 
Andrew Beck, Vice President for 
Marketing, Communications, and Public 
Affairs, Eastern Connecticut Health 
Network (ECHN), who shared information 
on communication strategy and provided 
several examples of communication 
materials ECHN used upon going smoke-
free in November of 2007.  Wallicia 
McNeil, Manager, Employee & Labor 
Relations, St. Vincent’s Medical Center, 
focused on human resources issues, 
stressing the importance of taking 
community perspectives into account when 
implementing and enforcing these policies. 
John Zandy, Chair of Labor and 
Employment Benefits Department, Wiggin 
and Dana, closed out the panel portion of 
the morning with information on 
Connecticut’s smoking ban laws, employee 
discrimination issues, and implementing 
smoke-free campus policies in a unionized 
environment. 
 
The program closed with roundtable, 
luncheon discussions where participants 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

focused on areas such as policy development 
and enforcement, communications, legal/union 
issues, smoking cessation programs, and 
facility/security operations.  
 
Organizations exhibiting at the event included: 
American Cancer Society, American Lung 
Association, American Heart Association, 
Department of Public Health, Barker Specialties, 
and Pfizer.  
 

 
Roundtable Discussion - Communications 
 
Work on this initiative will continue with CHA 
support, including monthly conference calls 
where experts will present and answer questions 
related to the initiative, and a listserv that will 
serve as a forum for hospitals that have already 
or are seeking to go smoke-free.  For more 
information on this initiative, please contact 
Leslie Gianelli, CHA’s Director of 
Communications and Public Affairs at (203) 294-
7213 or gianelli@chime.org. 
 

 
First-Term Incumbent Joe Courtney 

Challenged By Sean Sullivan 
 
Currently serving his first term in the U.S. 
Congress, Joe Courtney is facing Sean Sullivan 
of Gales Ferry in the November 4th election.  
 
Representative Courtney serves on the 
Education and Labor Committee and on the 
Armed Services Committee, where he is a 
member of the Seapower and Expeditionary 
Forces and the Military Readiness 
Subcommittees. Prior to his election to Congress, 
Courtney served as the State Representative 
from the 56th  District in the General Assembly 
from 1987-1994, during which he was House 
Chairman for both the Public Health and Human 
Services Committees.  Congressman Courtney 
has worked with the Connecticut hospital 
community in an attempt to block proposals to 
cut funding for Medicare and Medicaid, and he 
has supported increased funding to the State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).   
 
Challenging Courtney for the 2nd Congressional 
seat is Republican Sean Sullivan, an attorney in 
Norwich with the firm of Brown Jacobson P.C.  
Prior to his employment as an attorney, 
Sullivan served in the Navy, most recently as 
the Base Commanding Officer in Groton before 
retiring in 2006.  
 
Beginning in 1999, Sullivan became involved in 
the community of Ledyard.  He has served on 
the Ledyard Board of Education, the Board of 
Directors of the Ledyard Education 
Advancement Foundation, the Military Affairs 
Committee of the Eastern Connecticut 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Governor’s 
Commission of the Economic Diversification of 
Eastern Connecticut.  Sullivan also served as 
Navy Liaison to the U.S. House of 
Representatives.  
 
 Rosa Delauro Challenged By Bo Itshaky 
 
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro was first 
elected to Congress from Connecticut's Third 
District in 1990, and is currently serving her 
ninth term.  Congresswoman DeLauro sits on 
the Appropriations and Budget Committees, 
serves as the Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies, 
and is a member of the subcommittee on 
Commerce, Justice, Science and Related 
agencies and on the subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education and 
Related agencies.  Congresswoman DeLauro 
was elected Assistant to the Democratic 
Leader by her colleagues, making her the 
second highest-ranking Democratic woman 
(next to the Speaker of the House) in the 
House of Representatives and is Co-Chair of 
the Democratic Steering and Policy 
Committee.  
 
During her tenure in Congress, DeLauro has 
taken a special interest in healthcare issues. 
 She has worked with a bipartisan group of 
legislators to lower the rising costs of 
prescription drugs.  Congresswoman DeLauro 
also supports a $1,000 tax cut for families 
providing long-term care to a parent or 
relative. Congresswoman DeLauro has been a 
leading voice for increasing critical cancer 
research. From her position on the Labor-
Health and Human Services-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee, Congressman 
DeLauro has fought to increase funding for 
breast and cervical cancer screenings and 
research.  She has also authored legislation to 
ensure longer hospital stays for women 
undergoing breast cancer surgery. 
Congresswomen DeLauro was a lead sponsor 
of The Nurse Reinvestment Act, which will help 
alleviate the nursing shortage by creating 
incentives for people to enter nursing, increase 
the capacity for nurse education, and 
encourage nurses to remain in the profession. 
 
Republican challenger Bo Itshaky is making his 

mailto:gianelli@chime.org


 

 

 
 
 

first run for Congress. A resident of Bethel since 
1989, Itshaky previously ran for the office of First 
Selectman in 2005 and for State Senate from the 
17th State Senate District in 2006. In 2007, Itshaky 
was elected to represent the 17th State Senatorial 
District on the Connecticut Republican 
State Central Committee.
 
Born in Israel, Itshaky completed his military 
service in the late seventies and then traveled 
extensively around the world. A Licensed 
Acupuncturist in Connecticut and New York, Mr. 
Itshaky is currently practicing in Orange and 
Cheshire.  
 
CHA does not endorse candidates running for 
office. We encourage you, though, to engage with 
the candidate of your choice and make sure they 
are aware of the vital role hospitals play in the 
community, as well as the need to fully reimburse 
hospitals for the cost of healthcare services. 
   
For more information, please visit the following 
websites: 
 
2nd Congressional District: 
Joe Courtney: (D) (incumbent): 
www.joecourtney.com/index.php
Sean Sullivan (R) : www.sullivan2008.com
 
3rd Congressional District: 
Rosa DeLauro: (D) (incumbent): 
www.rosadelauro.com/
Bo Itshaky: (R): www.boforcongress.com
 
Look for upcoming profiles on the candidates for 
the 4th and 5th Congressional Districts. 
 
 

Hospital Leaders Testify at HealthFirst 
Connecticut Public Hearings 

 
Hospital leaders have testified with a unified 
message at the HealthFirst Connecticut Authority 
public hearings being held across the state. Since 
September 17, the Authority has held four public 
hearings to solicit public testimony on aspects of 
healthcare reform, including ways to increase 
access and lower the cost of healthcare services 
and insurance. The most recent hearing was held 
at the Connecticut Hospital Association on 
Wednesday, September 24, 2008.  
 
Hospital representatives offered compelling 
testimony to reinforce the hospital community’s 
message that any healthcare reform must first 
secure the existing healthcare delivery system by 
increasing reimbursement to the Medicaid and 
SAGA programs.  At the Putnam hearing, Senate 
President Pro Tempore Don Williams (D-Brooklyn), 
acknowledged more needs to be done to increase 
reimbursement rates to hospitals and other 
providers. At the hearing at CHA, Majority Leader 
Christopher Donovan stated that universal 
healthcare was one of the most important issues 
facing the General Assembly and that he looks 
forward to the Authority’s recommendations. 
 
Hospital representatives providing written or oral 
testimony included: Bob Smanik, President and 
CEO, Day Kimball Hospital; Mary Franco, VP 
Public Affairs/Foundation President, Norwalk 
Hospital; Augusta Mueller, Director of Planning, 
Bridgeport Hospital, and Yale New Haven Health 
System. 
  
Click here for an updated hearing schedule. 
 
 
MRSA Reduction Plan Requirements and Joint 

Commission Healthcare-Acquired Infections 
Update 

   
On Thursday, October 2, 2008, CHA will hold a 
half-day program to provide an update on the 2009 
Joint Commission standards and National Patient 
Safety Goals as they relate to infections, presented
by national speaker Sandra Burke, and will also 
offer a template and process for meeting state 
MRSA reporting requirements.  
   
At the conclusion of this program, participants will 
be able to understand 2009 Joint Commission 
Standards and 2009 National Patient Safety Goals 
related to infections, and integrate the MRSA 
reduction plan template at the participant's 
healthcare facility. The program is targeted to 
quality and patient safety leaders, infection 
preventionists, physician and nursing leaders, 
pharmacists, healthcare educators, compliance 
officers, risk managers, in-house legal counsel and 
public relations staff.  
   
The program is from 8:30 a.m – 11:45 a.m. 
(registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. – 
8:30 a.m.). For more information, please contact 
Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or 
barnhill@chime.org. Click here to register. 
 

 
Save the Dates: 

Outpatient Medicare Payment and Coding 
Updates for 2009 

 
Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) 
Proposed Rule for 2009: 
Wednesday, October 22, 2008 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) 
Final Rule for 2009: 
Monday, January 12, 2009 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 
Changes in CPT/HCPCS for 2009: 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

http://www.sullivan2008.com/
http://www.rosadelauro.com/
http://www.boforcongress.com/
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/HealthFirst_Sched.pdf
mailto:barnhill@chime.org
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/register2.asp?eventid=622

