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Governor Rell Commends 
ealthConnecticut on Federal 

Recognition 

 U.S. Department of Health and 
an Services (HHS) has 

ignated eHealthConnecticut as a 
rtered Value Exchange (CVE), 

ch is a local collaboration of 
lthcare providers, employers, 
rers, and consumers working to 
rove care and make information 
ely available.  eHealth-
necticut is a collaborative, not-

profit organization focused on 
ting, championing, and 

taining a secure, statewide health 
rmation exchange (HIE) that will 
rove the safety, efficiency, and 
lity of healthcare in Connecticut. 
oard of directors comprises 
esentatives from providers, 
ers, consumers, academia, 
lity organizations, and 
ernment, including Pat Charmel, 
sident and CEO, Griffin Hospital, 
sha Petrillo, CEO, Qualidigm, 
 Jennifer Jackson, President and 
, CHA. As a Chartered Value 

hange, eHealthConnecticut will 
 have access to information from 
icare to better assess the quality 

are doctors provide to patients.  
 CVE designation also puts 
necticut in a strong position to 
in funding from federal and 
ate sources to develop the Health
rmation Exchange. 

ernor M. Jodi Rell commended 
dletown-based eHealth-
necticut, Inc. for being nationally 
gnized.  "Nationwide visibility will 
 eHealthConnecticut pursue its 

sion of implementing a Health 
rmation Exchange to provide 
ess to electronic medical records 
 increase patient safety, quality of
, and efficiency for all 
Connecticut residents," Governor Rell 
said. 
  
For more information, please visit 
http://www.hhs.gov/valuedriven.  

 
 

CDC Launches MRSA Prevention 
Campaign 

 
On Monday, September 8, 2008, The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) launched a national 
education campaign to help parents 
prevent drug-resistant staph infections 
in children, targeting Methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) specifically. 
 
The National MRSA Education 
Initiative includes public service 
announcements, websites, and 
brochures and other materials 
developed for parents and healthcare 
providers.  CDC estimates that 
Americans make more than 12 million 
doctor visits per year for skin infections
caused by staph bacteria, including 
MRSA. To prevent MRSA in children, 
CDC recommends parents encourage 
good hand washing and hygiene and 
teach the signs and symptoms of 
infection, among other measures. 
 
Connecticut's healthcare providers 
have been combating MRSA and other
multi-drug resistant infections for over 
30 years.  Success in combating these 
ever-changing invisible enemies will 
require the combined efforts of 
physicians, nurses, other healthcare 
providers, patients, and their families 
working together. For information on 
CHA’s patient safety initiative to fight 
infections, please contact Brian H. 
Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., CHA's 
Vice President for Quality and Patient 
Safety, at (203) 294-7317 or 
fillipo@chime.org. 

 

http://www.cthosp.org/documents/rellrelease.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/valuedriven
http://www.cdc.gov/mrsa/
mailto:fillipo@chime.org


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Francis and Freedom Calls 

Foundation Introduces Newborn to  
Iraq-Based Dad  

 
Even though U.S. Marine Corporal Brandon 
Hotard was all the way in Fallujah, Iraq, he 
didn’t have to wait to be introduced to his 
newborn daughter, Daniela.  His wife, 
Mariela Hotard, presented their new 
daughter to him just hours after she was 
born, thanks to a computer/satellite hook-up 
between Saint Francis Hospital and Medical 
Center and Fallujah, Iraq.  The video link 
was arranged by the Freedom Calls 
Foundation, which has a satellite network 
dedicated to providing video conferencing, 
telephone, and Internet services to members 
of the military serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, allowing them to keep in touch 
with their families.   
 

The link allowed Corporal Hotard to see his first 
daughter only hours after she was born at Saint 
Francis.  Photo by Joe Driscoll 
 
 

Hospital-Acquired Conditions – What 
CMS Policy Means for Connecticut 

Hospitals 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services’ (CMS) long-awaited and expanded 
number of hospital-acquired conditions for 
which hospitals will no longer receive 
additional payment by Medicare will be 
implemented October 1, 2008.   
 
On Monday, September 2, 2008, this half-
day CHA program will review hospital-
acquired conditions from both a clinical and 
financial perspective. Participants will hear 
directly from CMS about the rationale for 
selecting hospital-acquired conditions 
(HACs) and how it fits into plans for Value-
Based Purchasing; will learn about the 
clinical implications for each of the HACs; 
and will receive hospital-specific data to 
understand the potential impact on Medicare 
reimbursement. 

 

The speakers for this program are William 
Kassler, M.D., M.P.H., Chief Medical 
Officer, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, New England Region and Brian 
H. Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., Vice 
President of Quality and Patient Safety for 
CHA.  
 
Registration and breakfast for the program 
is from 8:00 a.m.– 8:30 a.m.; the 
classroom portion of the program is from 
8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.; and the working 
lunch, including the distribution and 
discussion of data, is from 11:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. Click here to register. For more 
information, contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 
294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
 
 

Save the Date: 
Nurse Leadership Forum 

 
This year’s Nurse Leadership Forum will 
feature nationally acclaimed speakers 
Peter Buerhaus and Emily Friedman. 
 
Join us on Thursday, October 23, 2008, 
from 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m for these 
exciting keynote speakers:  
 
Peter Buerhaus, PhD, RN, FAAN, Valere 
Potter Distinguished Professor of Nursing, 
Director, Center for Interdisciplinary Health 
Workforce Studies, Vanderbilt University 
will present Where Does Nursing Stand? 
The Profession, The Public, and 
Healthcare Issues and the Presidential 
Election. 
 

 

 
Emily Friedman, MA, Independent 
Health Policy and Ethics Analyst will 
present Down to the Wire: Health Policy 
and Politics in an Election Year. 
 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/register2.asp?eventid=619
mailto:barnhill@chime.org


 
 

 

The program will also include two concurrent 
sessions in the morning and afternoon.  For 
more information, contact Sherri Barnhill at 
(203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 

 
 

 
 

Smoke-Free Hospital Campus Initiative 
Kicks Off This Month 

   
Please join CHA for the kickoff of 
Connecticut's statewide smoke-free hospital 
campus initiative on Friday, September 19, 
2008, from 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Hospitals 
across Connecticut have been asked to join 
this campaign and commit by November 15, 
2008 to strive toward implementation of 
smoke-free campus policies by November 15, 
2010.  
   
Many hospitals are well along in the journey 
toward smoke-free campuses, with some very 
successful examples already in the state. 
Come hear the stories of those successes and 
how they were achieved from state and 
national speakers. Panel presentations will 
focus on broad implementation challenges and 
opportunities, as well as technical issues, 
including legal, human resources, and public 
relations issues. Roundtable luncheon 
discussions will focus on specific areas such 
as security and compliance, smoking 
cessation resources, communication, signage, 
and community relations.  There is no charge 
for this event.  
   
Click here to register. For more information, 
please contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-
7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
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