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September 9, 2005

Public Health Committee 
Co-Chair To Speak At 
CHA Meeting 
 
Hartford Courant Issues 
Correction To Editorial 
 
Registrations Still Being 
Accepted For Program 
On Making The Business 
Case For Quality 
Improvement 
CHA Makes Congressional Visits 

 Connecticut contingent that included 
ob Kiely, President/CEO, Middlesex 
ospital, Larry Tanner, President/ 
EO, New Britain General Hospital, 
nd J. Kevin Kinsella, Vice President, 
artford Hospital, and CHA’s Senior 
ice President, Health Policy, Steve 
rayne, and the Association’s Vice 
resident, Government Relations, Jim 

acobellis, made congressional visits 
ednesday to U.S. Representatives 
ancy Johnson, John Larson,   
hristopher Shays, and Rob Simmons.

he group discussed the various 
urricane relief efforts initiated by 
onnecticut hospitals today, describing
ospitals’ plans to establish funds to 
upport victims, collect supplies, and 
olicit volunteers to help staff 
mergency medical shelters being 
stablished by the Department of 
ealth and Human Services. 

ther topics discussed included the 
egative impact of expanding the 
edicare transfer provision on 
onnecticut hospitals, and the 
xpected delay in implementing $10 
illion in Medicaid cuts called for as 
art of the federal budget reconciliation,
 light of the anticipated need to 
rovide healthcare services to 
dividuals from Louisiana, Mississippi, 
nd Alabama who have been 
isplaced by the hurricane.   

HA is planning an additional visit to 
ashington, D.C. later in the fall to 

rge Senators Dodd and Lieberman to 
upport federal medical liability system 
eform legislation. 

Hurricane Relief Efforts Continue 

epresentatives from the Governor’s 
ask force on hurricane response held 
a meeting at the Capitol this afternoon 
to describe plans under way to 
accommodate the arrival of up to 1,500
evacuees from the Gulf Coast region 
should the state’s offer to help relocate 
individuals displaced by the hurricane 
be accepted by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA).  Plans for establishing a 
welcome center at Bradley Airport 
were discussed, along with strategies 
for facilitating evacuees’ adjustment 
and initiating their efforts to reclaim 
their lives through a number of 
services to be coordinated through the 
United Way’s 211 Infoline number.  
 
The state plans to issue evacuees 
identification cards, as well as 
additional cards for those eligible for 
services through the Department of 
Social Services (DSS), including 
Medicaid.  DSS will waive its normal 
validation process and use presumptive
eligibility and self-attestation to expedite 
evacuees’ access to healthcare. 
 
The state is also making arrangements 
to have housing in place should 
hurricane evacuees begin arriving in 
the next week or so.  Since evacuees 
will take advantage of Connecticut’s 
offer of assistance on a voluntary 
basis, it is hard to predict how many 
will come, but the state is planning to 
handle up to 1,500. 
 
Nationally, healthcare-related 
hurricane relief efforts have begun to 
shift from providing acute care and 
trauma care to victims to coordinating 
chronic care and public health 
measures, such as preventing water-
borne diseases and the spread of 
disease.  Accordingly, the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
has begun to develop plans to 
supplement staff in Louisiana and 
Mississippi hospitals – so that over-

http://www.ct.gov/governorrell/cwp/view.asp?Q=301776&A=1761
http://www.ct.gov/governorrell/cwp/view.asp?Q=301776&A=1761


 

taxed healthcare workers in those states have time to 
address their personal needs – and to support shelters 
being developed for displaced persons.  The federal 
shelters, much like the federal emergency medical 
shelters that HHS has established, are expected to be 
staffed with volunteers for two-week shifts.   
 
HHS continues to urge organizations willing to send 
staff and resources to aid in the relief effort to be 
patient, because the department may not be 
contacting organizations with requests for assistance 
for weeks or even longer.  While the HHS response 
plan has been very fluid, changing in accordance with 
needs as they arise, one message has remained 
constant:  the relief effort is “a marathon, not a sprint,” 
and the need for volunteers and other support is 
expected to extend for several months.   
 
Meanwhile, the state hospital associations in 
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi have announced 
that The Care Fund (www.thecarefund.net) has 
officially been launched.  The fund was established to 
assist hospital staff and their families rebuild their 
lives.  Individual donations are tax deductible and 
management costs are being donated so that 100% of 
all contributions will go to those in need.  The fund is 
currently able to take donations by check, but will be 
able to accept online credit card donations by early 
next week. 
 
In Connecticut, the impact of Hurricane Katrina has 
underscored the need for healthcare personnel surge 
capacity as well as the importance of enrolling volunteer 
healthcare providers in the state’s Emergency 
Credentialing System (ECS).  The Department of 
Public Health (DPH) is now asking hospitals to finalize 
and submit their lists of volunteers willing to help in the 
hurricane relief effort.  However, DPH is also 
encouraging hospitals to continue facilitating the 
recruitment of volunteers into the ECS program to 
ensure the availability of resources should they be 
required to assist in the hurricane relief effort at a later 
date or respond to regional or local disaster response 
needs in the future. 
 
 

Public Health Committee Co-Chair 
To Speak At CHA Meeting 

 
State Representative Peggy Sayers, Co-Chair of the 
Public Health Committee, will be the guest speaker at 
the Connecticut Healthcare Human Resources 
Association (CHHRA) meeting at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 28, 2005 at CHA. 
 
Representative Sayers will discuss her perspective on 
the impact of the 2005 Connecticut legislative session 
on hospitals, healthcare and human resources.  She 
will also discuss a number of other issues critical to 
hospitals and share her insight on the upcoming 
2006 legislative session. 
 
Sayers, a nurse, key legislative leader, and 
healthcare advocate in Connecticut, is also a 
member of both the National Council of State 
Legislatures Health Committee and the Council of 
State Governments Health Capacity Task Force for 
2005-6.  Task force priorities include Medicaid and 
state healthcare reform, chronic disease prevention 
and health promotion, quality improvement and 
disease management, mental health, prescription 
drugs and health insurance affordability.  
 
 
Hartford Courant Issues Correction To Editorial

 
In its editorial "When Doctors Say ‘I'm Sorry'" 
published last Friday, the Hartford Courant urged 
Connecticut to adopt a law providing that doctors' 
apologies to patients may not be used against the 
doctors in court.  On Saturday the paper printed a 
correction, noting that such a provision was included 
in medical malpractice legislation (Public Act 05-
275, An Act Concerning Medical Malpractice) 
adopted this year.   
 
CHA and others advocated for this provision in the 
law, which protects healthcare providers’ apologies 
and other expressions of remorse relating to 
unanticipated outcomes from being entered into 
evidence as admissions of liability.   
 
 

Registrations Still Being Accepted For  
Program On Making The Business Case 

For Quality Improvement 
 
Healthcare professionals embarking upon quality 
improvement initiatives must also have the ability 
to articulate the positive financial and operational 
outcomes that will result from doing so.   
 
To help its members develop the skills necessary 
to do this, CHA will offer Making the Business 
Case for Quality Improvement from 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. Monday, September 26, 2005. 
 
Registrations are still being accepted for this 
important program.  To register, or for more 
information, visit the education section of the CHA 
website or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-
7267 or bates@chime.org.  

http://www.thecarefund.net/
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