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CHA To Host Annual 
Nursing Leadership 
Forum 
 
Public Health 
Committee Vice Chair 
To Speak At CHA 
Meeting 
Hand Hygiene Project, Just Culture
Discussed at CHA 

 
David Marx, J.D., President of 
Outcome Engineering and developer 
of the Just Culture model for assessing
and managing systems and behavior 
in high-risk industries, met with 
infection control coordinators of CHA 
hospitals this week to discuss a new 
national Hand Hygiene Project.  This 
meeting followed up on an inter-
disciplinary information-sharing 
session facilitated by Mr. Marx and 
coordinated by the CHREF Patient 
Safety Organization (PSO) at CHA 
earlier this year.  Mr. Marx is asking 
Connecticut hospitals to take the lead 
in a nationwide implementation of the 
project, which focuses on measuring 
and benchmarking hospital staff 
adherence to hand hygiene policies, 
allowing participating hospitals to 
compare and discuss the effectiveness 
of various strategies to improve hand 
hygiene practices. 
 
In addition, CHA staff and officials from
the Department of Public Health (DPH) 
met today with Mr. Marx to explore the 
development of a statewide Just 
Culture project. 
 
 

DPH Committee on Healthcare 
Associated Infections Meets 

 
Last week, representatives from CHA 
and Connecticut hospitals participated 
in the first meeting of the newly 
created Department of Public Health 
(DPH) Committee on Healthcare 
Associated Infections.   
 
The Committee, which was formed 
pursuant to state infection reporting 
legislation enacted this year (PA 06-
142), is charged with recommending to 
DPH by April 1, 2007 a mandatory 
reporting system for healthcare 
associated infections, including 
appropriate aggregate and facility-
specific standardized measures that 
are based on nationally recommended 
standards and reliable scientific 
evidence.  The Committee will also 
recommend to DPH methods for 
increasing public awareness about 
ways to reduce the spread of infections 
both within and outside healthcare 
settings.  
 
DPH is required by PA 06-142 to 
implement the recommendations of the 
Committee by October 1, 2007 and to 
submit a report to the legislature 
regarding implementation.  DPH is to 
begin publicly reporting healthcare 
associated infection information on an 
annual basis beginning October 1, 
2008. 
 
 

Legislative Committee To Hold 
Public Hearing 

 
The Program Review and 
Investigations Committee of the 
Connecticut General Assembly will 
hold a public hearing on its study of the 
funding of Connecticut hospitals on 
Thursday, September 21, 2006 at 1:00 
p.m. in Room 1D of the Legislative 
Office Building (LOB).  
 
A briefing report by Committee staff 
will be made available two days prior 
to the hearing.  CHA staff will distribute 
the briefing report to members and 
advise them of any necessary action. 
 



 

 

Public Health Committee Vice Chair To Speak At 
CHA Meeting 

 
State Senator Gayle Slossberg, Vice Chair of the 
Public Health Committee, will be the guest speaker at 
the Connecticut Healthcare Human Resources 
Association (CHHRA) meeting on Wednesday, 
September 27, 2006 at CHA. 
 

 
 

Senator Slossberg, who was elected in 2004 by the 
14th District (Milford, Orange, and the southern part of 
West Haven), will discuss her perspective on the 
impact of the 2006 Connecticut legislative session on 
hospitals, healthcare, and human resources, and will 
offer her insight on the upcoming 2007 legislative 
session.   
 
In addition to the Public Health Committee, Senator 
Slossberg is also Assistant Majority Whip, Chair of the 
Veterans Committee, and a member of the 
Appropriations and Commerce Committees.   
 
 

CHA To Host Annual 
Nursing Leadership Forum 

 
CHA will host the 2006 Nursing Leadership Forum 
from Wednesday, October 25, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. (8:30 registration).  This information-packed 
annual symposium will feature presentations on a 
wide variety of current nursing issues, including a 
keynote presentation by Phyllis Beck Kritek, Ph.D., 
author of Negotiating at an Uneven Table: Developing 
Moral Courage in Resolving Our Conflicts.  Dr. Kritek’s 
presentation, Evidence Based Leadership, will focus 
on ways that recent research on nursing leadership 
can be integrated into nursing leadership practice. 

 

The full-day forum will also feature the following 
concurrent sessions:  
 
 Wisdom Works: Older Nurses in the Workforce 

Karen S. Hill, Vice President/Nurse Executive, 
Central Baptist Hospital, and Peggy O’Neill 
Hewlett, Ph.D., Director of Doctoral Program, 
School of Nursing, University of Mississippi 
Medical Center 

 
 Beyond Policy: Nurse Executives and Hospital 

Association Partner to Create Patients First in 
Massachusetts Hospitals 
Timothy Gens, Senior Vice President for Policy 
and Regulation, Massachusetts Hospital 
Association, and Karen Moore, Senior Nurse 
Executive, Franklin Medical Center 

 
 Chief Nursing Officer Turnover and Retention: 

Results From an A.O.N.E. Study 
Pamela A. Thompson, Chief Executive Officer, 
American Organization of Nurse Executives, and 
Laura Caramanica, Ph.D., Vice President, 
Nursing, Hartford Hospital 
 

 Doctors are From Jupiter and You’re From…  
 Well, Actually We Don’t Care Where You’re From! 

Tray Dunaway, M.D., Healthcare Value, Inc. 
 
Dr. Dunaway, whose humorous and insightful 
presentation will highlight ways to improve 
communication and working relationships between 
physicians, nurses, and other healthcare 
professionals, will also deliver the closing 
presentation, Celebrating the Value of Nursing, which 
will affirm the inestimable value nurses provide to 
patients, patient families, and physicians. 
 
To register, or for more information on any of this 
program, visit the education section of the CHA 
website or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 
or educationservices@chime.org. 
 
 

Thursday Publication Schedule To Continue 
 
Due to positive member response to the change of 
CHA’s Update publication schedule to Thursdays for 
summer months, Update will continue to be published
on Thursdays. 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:educationservices@chime.org

