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September 4, 2008
CHA Launches Critical Review 
of Medical Literature Series 
 
Smoke-Free Hospital Campus 
Initiative Kicks Off This Month 
 
 
Hospital-Acquired Conditions – 
What CMS Policy Means for 
Connecticut Hospitals 
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CHA Comments on CMS Proposals 
Regarding Partial Hospitalization 

n September 2, 2008, CHA sent written
omments to the Centers for Medicare & 
edicaid Services (CMS) with respect to 

he proposed rule: Medicare Program: 
roposed Changes to the Hospital 
utpatient Prospective Payment System 
nd CY 2009 Payment Rates; Proposed 
hanges to the Ambulatory Surgical 
enter Payment System and CY 2009 
ayment Rates. In a letter to the Acting 
dministrator of CMS, Kerry Weems, 
HA strongly opposed the proposals 

egarding partial hospitalization, 
xplaining the harmful effect they would 
ave on Connecticut hospitals.  

hile CHA supports CMS’s creation of 
wo separate levels for partial 
ospitalization programs (PHPs), CHA 
oes not support the resulting rate 
eduction, predicting that this will cause 
any hospitals to reconsider whether 

hey can afford to continue providing 
hese services and will force many PHPs 
ut altogether, negatively impacting 
atient access to PHP services.  

or more information, please contact 
tephen Frayne, CHA’s Senior Vice 
resident, Health Policy at (203) 294-
280 or frayne@chime.org. 

 
 

HealthFirst and Statewide Primary 
Care Access Authorities Announce 

Public Hearings 

he HealthFirst and the Statewide 
rimary Care Access Authorities have 
nnounced a series of public hearings 
cross the state to examine and 
valuate alternatives for providing 
onnecticut residents with quality, 
ffordable, and sustainable healthcare. 
mong the topics to be addressed are a 
ingle-payer healthcare system, 
mployer-sponsored health plans, the 
urrent primary care capacity, and plans 
o expand primary care access in the 
tate.  

ll meetings are open to the public. Click 
ere for the schedule. For inquiries 
regarding the public hearings, please call 
Joe Goldman at (860) 240-0569. 

 
 

New Census Data on the Uninsured in 
Connecticut 

 
According to recent Census Bureau 
reports, Connecticut was one of only five 
states where the number of people without 
health insurance dropped significantly in 
the past two years.  Connecticut residents 
without health insurance in 2006 and 2007 
fell to 9.4 percent from 10.9 percent in 
2004 and 2005. Connecticut ranks 44th 
among the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia in average percentage of people 
without insurance.  
 
The state spent $1 million on outreach 
programs in 2006 to increase the number 
of people enrolled in the publicly-funded 
HUSKY health insurance program, and in 
2007, Connecticut expanded the income 
eligibility requirements for the program. 
The total number of uninsured Americans 
overall fell to 45.7 million in 2007 from 47.0 
million in 2006. 

 
 

Stand Up 2 Cancer 
 
On Friday, September 5, 2008, a 
collaboration of three major television 
networks will donate one hour of 
commercial-free primetime broadcasts to 
raise awareness of cancer, with the goal 
being to eliminate cancer’s reign as a 
major disease. The Connecticut Hospice 
invites the public to come to its campus at 
noon on September 5 to show support 
through a moment of silence and 
dedication to those lost to the disease.   
 
The campus is located at 100 Double 
Beach Road in Branford, CT. Food and 
beverages will be served from 11:30 a.m. –
1:30 p.m. For more information, please call 
Linda Laucella at (203) 315-7684. 
 
 

CHA Launches Critical Review of 
Medical Literature Series 

 
Through its Quality Institute, CHA is 
pleased to offer the first of its unique six-

http://www.cthosp.org/documents/PartialHosp.pdf
mailto:frayne@chime.org
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/authoritysched.xls
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/authoritysched.xls


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

session programs that will give clinicians the 
tools they need to review a variety of medical 
literature, to determine what to read, and how to 
interpret and apply the results. Introduction to 
Critical Reading of the Literature will be held 
Wednesday, September 17, 2008, from 8:30 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m.; registration begins at 8:00 a.m.  
 
The course covers topics including: the 
difference between experimental and 
observational design; some of the major blunders 
that have gone unchallenged and been widely 
accepted in the medical field; and understanding 
the factors that impact on accuracy, 
interpretation, and bias. During the lunch 
session, articles will be reviewed in a discussion 
format to turn classroom education into practical 
application.   
 
Brian H. Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., CHA’s 
Vice President for Quality and Patient Safety, will 
lead the session. Participation in the entire 
training curriculum is strongly encouraged. Click 
here for the full program brochure and click here 
to register. For more information, contact Sherri 
Barnhill at (203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org.
 
 
Smoke-Free Hospital Campus Initiative Kicks 

Off This Month 
 
Please join CHA for the kickoff of Connecticut’s 
statewide smoke-free hospital campus initiative 
on Friday, September 19, 2008, from 8:30 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. Hospitals across Connecticut have 
been asked to join this campaign and commit by 
November 15, 2008 to strive toward 
implementation of smoke-free campus policies by 
November 15, 2010.   
 
Many hospitals are well along in the journey 
toward smoke-free campuses, with some very 
successful examples already in the state. Come 
hear the stories of those successes and how they 
were achieved from state and national speakers. 
Panel presentations will focus on broad 
implementation challenges and opportunities, as 
well as technical issues, including legal, human 
resources, and public relations issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roundtable luncheon discussions will focus on 
specific areas such as security and 
compliance, smoking cessation resources, 
communication, signage, and community 
relations. There is no charge for this event. 
 
Click here to register. For more information, 
please contact Sherri Barnhill at (203) 294-
7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
 
 
Hospital-Acquired Conditions ― What CMS 

Policy Means for Connecticut Hospitals 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services’ (CMS) long-awaited and expanded 
number of hospital-acquired conditions for 
which hospitals will no longer receive additional 
payment by Medicare will be implemented 
October 1, 2008.  On Monday, September 22, 
2008, this half-day CHA program will review 
hospital-acquired conditions from both a 
clinical and financial perspective. 
 
Participants will hear directly from CMS about 
their rationale for selecting hospital-acquired 
conditions (HACs) and how it fits into their 
plans for Value-Based Purchasing, learn about 
the implications for each of the HACs, and 
receive hospital-specific data to understand the 
potential impact on their hospital’s Medicare 
reimbursement.  
 
The speakers for this program are William 
Kassler, M.D., M.P.H., Chief Medical Officer, 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
New England Region and Brian H. Fillipo, 
M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., Vice President of 
Quality and Patient Safety for CHA.   
 
Registration and breakfast for the program is 
from 8:00 a.m.– 8:30 a.m.; the classroom 
portion of the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m.; and the working lunch, including 
the distribution and discussion of data, is from 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Click here to register. 
For more information, contact Sherri Barnhill at 
(203) 294-7263 or barnhill@chime.org. 
 

 
 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/pdfbrochures/CriticalLit_brochure.pdf
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