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Kwak Joins CHA Staff 
as Director, Patient 
Care Regulation 
 
CHA Offers Program 
on New IPPS Rule 
TEIC Launches Updated WebCARE
 
This week CHA's Toward Excellence 
in Care (TEIC) program launched an 
updated version of its web-based data 
abstraction and reporting tool, TEIC 
WebCARE version 2.0.  The new 
version incorporates changes to the 
public reporting requirements of the 
Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) 
and the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) applicable to 
July-September 2006 patient 
discharges.   
 
TEIC, which submits JCAHO/CMS-
required core measures data on behalf 
of participating member hospitals, has 
been transitioning from facility-installed 
software to the Web-based tool over 
the course of the summer.  Basing the 
tool on the Web not only enables 
hospital staff to abstract records from 
any computer, but also relieves each 
individual hospital's information 
technology department from the 
burden of installing revisions to the 
software every time there is a change 
in JCAHO and CMS data reporting 
requirements.  JCAHO and CMS have 
planned additional changes to their 
public reporting requirements for 
discharges in the next quarter 
(October-December 2006). 
 
For more information about TEIC, 
contact Julie Petrellis at (203) 294-
7319 or petrellis@chime.org.  
 
 
Yale-New Haven Hospital Moves Up 

AARP Top Employer List 
 
The American Association of Retired 
Persons (AARP) recently named Yale-
New Haven Hospital one of the “50 
Best Employers for Workers Over the 
Age of 50.” YNNH was ranked 5th this 
year, improving on its 9th place ranking 
last year.  
 
Criteria for the AARP list include 
recruiting practices; opportunities for 
training, education, and career 
development; workplace 
accommodations; alternative work 
options, such as flexible scheduling, 
job sharing, and phased retirement; 
employee health and pension benefits; 
and retiree benefits. 
 
 

Connecticut Obesity Rate Lower 
Than Most But Increasing 

 
Connecticut continues to have a 
comparatively low adult obesity rate, 
ranking 46th in the nation (up from 47th 
last year), according to the latest report 
from Trust for America’s Health, a non-
profit, non-partisan organization 
focused on protecting public health 
through disease prevention.  However, 
the report, F as in Fat: How Obesity 
Policies are Failing in America, 
indicates that Connecticut is one of the 
31 states that have seen a statistically 
significant increase in its obesity rate 
over the rate reported by the Trust in 
2005.  
  
Using combined data for the 3-year 
period 2003-05, the report estimates 
that Connecticut's obesity rate is 
19.6%, up from 18.9% for 2002-04.  
No state showed a statistically 
significant reduction in its obesity rate, 
and all states exceed the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ national goal of reducing 
adult obesity to 15% or less by 2010.  
 
The report also states that Connecticut 
ranks 44th in its combined rate of 
obese and overweight adults (56.4%); 
40th in its rate of adult diabetes (6.2%); 
and 35th in adult hypertension (24.0%).
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CHA Offers Program on New IPPS Rule 
 
The Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS)  
Final Rule that was recently issued by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services for Federal Fiscal 
Year 2007 begins to implement the most significant 
revision of Medicare’s inpatient hospital rates in more 
than 20 years. The rule includes the first of many 
changes expected over the coming years, which will 
cause significant fluctuations in overall Medicare 
reimbursement and pose numerous operational 
challenges.  
 
To help hospitals move quickly to protect their future 
reimbursement and to maintain compliance with the 
evolving regulations, CHA will offer Preparing for the 
2007 CMS Final Rule: Inpatient Prospective Payment 
System on Tuesday, September 12, 2006, 8:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. at CHA. 
 
This program, presented in collaboration with the 
Connecticut Chapter of the Healthcare Financial 
Management Association, will build on CHA’s August 
18 IPPS webinar, providing further details as to steps 
hospitals should take.  The presentation will include a 
preparation checklist, and each hospital in attendance 
will receive a hospital-specific financial impact analysis. 
 
The panel of presenters will include representatives 
from 3M Health Information Systems Division and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
  
To register, or for more information on this program, 
visit the education section of the CHA website or 
contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
educationservices@chime.org.
 

 

 

ChimeData analysis indicates a high prevalence of 
diabetes and hypertension among overweight and 
obese adult hospital inpatients.  For the first 10 
months of the current fiscal year (October 2005-July 
2006), 56% of overweight and obese adult hospital 
inpatients in Connecticut had a diagnosis of 
hypertension, while 44% had diabetes. 
 
The report presents a “20-step action plan for 
stakeholders” to address the national obesity problem,
including research to identify evidence-based 
interventions and funding to implement viable long-
term solutions, indicators to measure progress, 
community access to healthful foods and physical 
activity, stronger fitness programs and healthful foods 
at schools, and subsidized health club memberships 
and preventive health coverage in the workplace. 
 
 

Kwak Joins CHA Staff as 
Director, Patient Care Regulation 

 
Hunchu “Chuey” Kwak has joined CHA as Director, 
Patient Care Regulation.  Chuey will report to Pat 
Monahan, General Counsel and Vice President, 
Patient Care Regulation, and will be responsible for 
DPH and CMS oversight, scope of practice, 
emergency medical services, disaster preparedness, 
and other areas related to patient care regulation. 
 

 
 
Chuey joins CHA from Drubner, Hartley, & O’Connor, 
where he represented clients in both state and federal 
court, and performed various work as assistant 
general counsel for American Medical Response.   
His previous experience includes serving as a 
Captain in the United States Army.  Chuey holds a 
bachelor of science degree from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, and a juris doctorate from 
the University of Connecticut.  
 
Chuey can be reached at (203) 294-7256 or at 
kwak@chime.org. 
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