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August 19, 2005

Middlesex Hospital CEO 
To Serve On JCAHO 
Data Sharing Committee 
 
CHA Plans Advocacy 
Day In September 
 
CHA To Offer Program 
On Making the Business 
Case for Quality 
Improvement  
CHA Files Testimony For OHCA 
Declaratory Ruling Proceeding 

s part of its participation in a 
eclaratory ruling proceeding that the 
ffice of Health Care Access (OHCA) 
itiated to define the term “imaging 
nters” for purposes of Certificate of 

eed (CON) application and reporting 
quirements, CHA filed testimony in 

dvance of the public hearing 
heduled for August 30, 2005. 

nder current law, “imaging centers” 
re subject to CON, but there is no 
stablished definition of who or what 
s in that category.  Through the 
eclaratory ruling proceeding, OHCA is
ttempting to clarify that the definition 
f “imaging centers” includes any facility, 
stitution, or provider that “purchases, 
ases, or accepts donation of any 
aging, scanning, or other similar 

quipment utilizing such technology.”  

HA had petitioned to be a participant 
 the proceeding to support OHCA’s 
roposed definition and urge OHCA to 
xercise its CON jurisdiction over non-
ospital providers of imaging services.
HCA granted CHA’s petition.  CHA’s 
refiled testimony is consistent with its 
ngstanding position that OHCA 
ould provide equal oversight of 

ospitals and non-hospital facilities 
at provide similar services, such as 
aging centers and outpatient 
rgical facilities.  This level of 

versight is essential to ensure that the
ON system meets its goal of ensuring
ccess to high quality healthcare for all 
onnecticut residents. 

CHREF PSO Subgroup Meets 
To Discuss Collaborative Project 

On Medication Safety 

he Connecticut Healthcare Research 
nd Education Foundation Patient 
afety Organization (CHREF PSO) 
has selected medication reconciliation 
as the basis for its first statewide 
collaborative patient safety improve-
ment project. 
 
The PSO has created a Medication 
Reconciliation Subgroup, which began 
meeting this week, to oversee the 
project.  The subgroup members 
reviewed their current processes for 
medication reconciliation and discussed
improvement strategies, as well as 
ways to educate and assist patients in 
tracking their medications across care 
settings.  The subgroup will meet again
in September. 

 
 
 

CHA Participates In NQF Committee 
Discussion On Modifying List Of 

27 Serious Reportable Events 
 
The National Quality Forum's (NQF) 
Voluntary Consensus Standards 
Maintenance Committee on Serious 
Reportable Events held its first 
conference call earlier this week to 
discuss possible modifications to the 
current NQF list of 27 serious 
reportable events.  Carrie Brady, 
CHA’s Vice President, Quality and 
Performance Reporting, is one of the 
11 members of the Committee, which 
will develop recommendations related 
to additions to and deletions from the 
list, modifications of event specifica-
tions, and related issues.   
 
Connecticut is one of four states 
nationwide (Illinois, Minnesota, and 
New Jersey are the others) to have 
adopted the NQF list of serious 
reportable events as the baseline list of
events for its adverse event reporting 
system.  The Connecticut Department 
of Public Health (DPH) has supple-
mented the 27-item NQF list with an 
additional six events that Connecticut 
hospitals and surgical facilities are 
required to report to DPH. 

http://www.chime.org/Advocacy/documents/Petition.pdf
http://www.chime.org/Advocacy/documents/PrefiledTestimony.pdf
http://www.chime.org/Advocacy/documents/PrefiledTestimony.pdf
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Middlesex Hospital CEO To Serve 
On JCAHO Data Sharing Committee 

t Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
ations (JCAHO) has appointed several 
s of its Hospital Advisory Council to a new 
ee that will advise the organization regarding 
ty requests for hospital data analysis.  Robert 
esident/CEO of Middlesex Hospital, and 
artford Hospital Vice President and JCAHO 
ember Rhonda Anderson were both named to 
ember committee. 

formed the committee after hospitals 
ed their concern with the Joint Commission’s 
5 release of an analysis of data from hospitals 
tes to 14 Blue Cross/Blue Shield health plans. 

pitals were not notified prior to the data release. 

 advisory committee will provide input to 
on providing such analyses to third parties in 
e to ensure a "fair and rational process."  

DPH Implements 
Emergency Credentialing System 

necticut Department of Public Health (DPH), 
in collaboration with Connecticut hospitals and 
s healthcare professional organizations, has 
nted a voluntary statewide emergency 
ling system to pre-qualify the credentials of 

re practitioners who are willing to assist in the 
a bioterrorism or other public health event.  The 
w Haven Health System Center of Excellence for
ism Preparedness and Response is administer-
rogram on behalf of DPH.      

ncy credentialing is a way to identify volunteer 
re providers in advance of a large-scale 

 or occurrence of terrorism in Connecticut.  In 
t of a governor-declared emergency, all 
cy volunteers (physicians, dentists, physician 

ts, nurses, advanced practice nurses, para-
 respiratory therapists, pharmacy technicians, 
ists, diagnostic imaging practitioners, clinical 

ry practitioners, and mental health practitioners) 
 enrolled in the program will be provided 
onal liability and workers’ compensation 
n as a part of the state’s Medical Reserve 

rogram.  

e information on the Statewide Emergency 
ialing Program call (860) 509-7152, or e-mail 
ley@po.state.ct.us; or call (203) 688-5544, or 
cp@ynhh.org. 
CHA Plans 
cy Day In September 

 with the American Hospital 
will be holding an Advocacy Day 
. on September 7, 2005.   

heduling meetings with the 
 Connecticut’s Congressional 
s hospital-related issues 
eral budget that goes into effect 

A will be scheduling meetings 
 and Lieberman as part of 
ls’ advocacy efforts in support of 
ility system reform legislation.  

er Program On Making the 
e For Quality Improvement  

sionals embarking upon quality 
tives must make the “business 
.  This requires the ability to 
tive financial and performance 
l result.  To help its members 
necessary to do this, CHA will 
usiness Case for Quality 
 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday, 
05. 

of this full-day program, quality 
ns and others involved in quality 
tives will be able to:  

nnections between quality 
and financial outcomes 

our principal effects of quality 
(cost efficiency, cost reduction, 
ncement, and throughput 
 

istinction between important 
epts, and  

 make the “business case” for 
ement 

 more information on this 
 education section of the CHA 
t Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-
hime.org.  

mailto:mary.duley@po.state.ct.us
mailto:ecp@ynhh.org
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org

