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August 10, 2006

 
 
New CHA Board 
Committee Chairmen 
Appointed 
 
 
Next Week CHA Offers 
IPPS Webinar 
CHA Website Features Patient 
Safety Strategies for Consumers 

flecting Connecticut hospitals’ 
mmitment to engaging consumers 
 partners in patient safety, CHA has 
ded a new page to its website 
tlining several strategies patients 
n use to play a more active role in 
eir healthcare.  

e strategies cover several safety 
eas that have been identified by the 
int Commission on Accreditation of 
althcare Organizations (JCAHO) as 
tional Patient Safety Goals, 
luding medication safety, IV safety, 
ection prevention, fall prevention, 
mmunication between patients and 
althcare providers, and safeguards 
 ensure that patients are correctly 
ntified and that they receive correct 

ocedures. 

e website also features a free wallet 
edication card which can be 
wnloaded and used by consumers 

 maintain an accurate record of the 
edicines they take and other 
portant information.  The card is 
signed for easy portability, so that 
nsumers can always have a record 
 their medications with them 
enever they visit a healthcare 

ovider. 

e wallet medication card was 
veloped as the first part of an 
going statewide public information 
tiative of CHA, the CHREF Patient 
fety Organization, the Department of
blic Health, Qualidigm, the Qualidigm
PSO, and other organizations to 
enhance public awareness of patient 
safety strategies and to encourage 
consumers to take an active part in 
their healthcare. 
 
 

CMS Issues Hospital OPPS 
Proposed Rule  

 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) issued its proposed 
Hospital Outpatient Prospective 
Payment System (OPPS) rule for 
calendar year 2007 on Tuesday, and 
has posted a display version of the rule
on its website.  (The proposed rule will 
also be published in the Aug. 23 
Federal Register.) 
 
The proposed rule includes a 3.4% 
inflation update for hospital outpatient 
services, which, starting in 2007, will 
depend on compliance with the quality 
reporting requirements of the Inpatient 
Prospective Payment System (IPPS). 
Failure to comply would result in a 
reduction of the OPPS update to 1.4%.
 
CMS also proposes a major revision of 
payments for ambulatory surgical 
centers (ASCs) beginning in 2008 that 
would base ASC payment rates on the 
hospital outpatient payment system 
and would significantly increase the 
number of Medicare-approved ASC 
procedures. 
 
CHA is preparing a detailed analysis 
for its hospital members, and as part of 
that process, will develop comments to 
be submitted to CMS.  CMS will accept 

http://www.cthosp.org/PartnersInPatientSafety.html
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/HospitalOutpatientPPS/HORD/itemdetail.asp?filterType=none&filterByDID=-99&sortByDID=3&sortOrder=descending&itemID=CMS1185569


 
Next Week   

CHA Offers IPPS Webinar 
 
The sweeping changes to the Medicare Inpatient 
Prospective Payment System (IPPS) issued last week 
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
for Federal Fiscal Year 2007 represent the first of 
several major modifications over the coming years 
that will cause significant fluctuations in overall 
Medicare reimbursement, posing numerous 
operational challenges.  
 
To help hospitals move quickly to protect their future 
reimbursement and to maintain compliance with the 
evolving regulations, CHA will offer a live webinar, 
CMS Inpatient Prospective Payment System Final 
Rule for 2007, on Friday, August 18, 2006, 9:00 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. 
 
This webinar (a web-based seminar) will be presented 
in conjunction with PricewaterhouseCoopers, and has
been developed for hospital CFOs, reimbursement 
department managers and staff, and finance 
personnel responsible for the budget process.  
 
By using a speakerphone, a projector, and a 
computer with Internet access, organizations can 
host an unlimited number of staff members 
onsite, all at once, for one registration fee. (One fee 
per incoming call.) 
 
The webinar will focus on the scope of the overall 
changes within the Medicare program for Fiscal 
Year 2007 and beyond.  It will also include an update 
based on the 2007 IPPS Final Rule and will 
specifically address: 
 

 Medicare Disproportionate Share 
 Medicare Graduate Education 
 Medicare Wage Index 
 Occupational Mix  
 Medicare Outpatient Prospective Payment System
 Quality Data Submission Requirements; and  
 Other areas of reimbursement.  

 
The final section of the webinar will outline the 
specific activities that hospitals should undertake to 
ensure appropriate reimbursement from the Medicare 
program. 
 
To register, or for more information on this program, 
visit the education section of the CHA website or 
contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
bates@chime.org.  
 

comments on the OPPS proposed rule until October 
10, 2006, and is expecting to issue its final rule later in 
the fall.   
 
Also this week, CHA sent its acute care hospital 
members information to assist in their compliance with 
the new quality performance requirements of the IPPS 
final rule issued by CMS last week.  CHA is 
coordinating efforts with Qualidigm, which, as 
Connecticut’s designated Quality Improvement 
Organization, is charged by CMS with the oversight of 
Connecticut hospitals’ participation in CMS’ quality 
reporting program. 
 
 
New CHA Board Committee Chairmen Appointed 
 
At Monday’s meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the CHA Board of Trustees, Board Chairman Patrick 
Charmel appointed new chairmen for three of CHA’s 
standing Board committees: 
 
 Committee on Hospital Finance – Christopher M. 
Dadlez, President and Chief Executive Officer, Saint 
Francis Hospital and Medical Center 

 
 Committee on Human Resources  – Joel J. Reich, 
M.D., Senior Vice President of Medical Affairs, 
Eastern Connecticut Health Network 

 
 Financial Oversight Committee – Richard A. Brvenik, 
President & CEO, Windham Community Memorial 
Hospital, and Treasurer of the CHA Board of 
Trustees 

 
The Committee on Government will continue to be 
chaired by Richard E. Pugh, President/CEO, New 
Milford Hospital, and the Committee on Patient Care 
Quality will continue to be chaired by Susan L. Davis, 
Ed.D., President and Chief Executive Officer, St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center. 
 
CHA would like to express appreciation for the service 
and contributions of the three committee chairmen 
whose terms concluded this year: Linda Berger 
Spivack, Vice President of Patient Care Services, 
MidState Medical Center (Committee on Human 
Resources); Robert J. Lyons Jr., President & CEO, 
The Bilco Company, and Trustee, Gaylord Hospital 
(Financial Oversight Committee); and Patrick 
Charmel, President and Chief Executive Officer, Griffin 
Hospital (Committee on Hospital Finance). 
 
 
 
 
  

 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org

