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CHA SSP Vendor Offers 
Primary Care Physicians 
Survey Free to CHA 
Members 
 
CHA Works on Workforce 
Shortage 
 
CHA Offers Program  
on Healthcare 
Decision-Making 
 

Grassroots Action Prompts 
Removal of Transparency 

Provision 

is week CHA and member 
spitals, in coordination with the 
erican Hospital Association, 
k swift and effective grassroots 

tion to oppose the proposed 
dition of a provision to H.R. 4157 
e Health Information Technology 
l) that would have required 
spitals to report to the 
partment of Health and Human 
rvices the range of privately 
gotiated prices received from 
vate payors and insurers for 
ecified services in order to 
eive a full market basket update 
 Medicare reimbursements.  
ong the concerns CHA and 
mber hospitals expressed were 
t the proposed requirements 
uld not provide helpful 
ormation about the price of 
spital care, but would only add 
t another regulatory requirement 
a reimbursement system that has 
eady been underfunding 
nnecticut hospitals for the past 
cade.   

ring yesterday’s deliberations on 
R. 4157, members of the U.S. 
use Rules Committee removed 
 provision. The bill, which 
motes the nationwide 

plementation of interoperable 
alth information technology, was 
n passed by the full House 
ay.  The bill now must be 
onciled with a version previously 
ssed by the Senate. 
Medication Error Prevention 

e Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
ued a report last week 

scussing the problem of 
edication errors and related 
juries. The report, Preventing 
edication Errors, recommends 
veral error prevention strategies 
r patients, healthcare organiza-
ns, government agencies, and 
armaceutical companies.  The 
commendations include more 
evalent use of electronic 
escriptions and other health 
formation technology, increasing 
e accessibility and consumer-
endliness of online and printed 
edication informational resources, 
d improvements in naming, 

beling, and packaging of 
edications to reduce confusion 
d prevent errors.   

e report also emphasizes the 
portance of building strong 
rtnerships between healthcare 
oviders and patients.  IOM’s 
commendations include actions 
 foster better communication and 
teractions between healthcare 
ofessionals and patients, as well 
 steps patients can take to 
event medication errors, such as 
eping an up-to-date list of 
edications on hand to share with 
eir healthcare providers. 

r more than a year, Connecticut 
spitals have been working to-
ther on medication reconciliation 
an important step in improving 
edication safety – through a 
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In response to significan
laws relating to healthca
has planned an educatio
focus on advance direct
healthcare decision-mak
Changes to the law take
2006, making this progra
learn how to bring your h
 
CHA will offer Legislativ
Healthcare Decision-Ma
Surrogate Decision-Mak
Tuesday, August 22, 2
12:00 p.m. (8:30 a.m. re
breakfast). 
 
Changes to the law that
program include: 
 Requirements for new
as a surrogate decisio
“health care represent
person’s healthcare ch
 Significant expansion o
 Significant expansion o
care that can be decid
decision-makers 
 Differences between c
care representatives” 
 When to recognize out
directives 
 When to recognize “old
 Patient self-determinat
literature requirements

 
The panel of speakers w
J.D., Attorney at Law, C
McEvoy, J.D., Deputy D
of South Central Connec
J.D., Assistant Attorney 
Connecticut. 
 
To register or for more in
CHA education program
section of the CHA webs
Bates at (203) 294-7267

 

 

statewide collaborative project coordinated by the 
Connecticut Healthcare Research and Education 
Foundation Patient Safety Organization (CHREF 
PSO).  Building on this medication reconciliation 
work, the CHREF PSO initiated earlier this year a 
Patient Safety Literacy Project, a statewide effort 
involving the Connecticut Department of Public 
Health, Qualidigm, and other organizations, 
designed to educate and empower consumers to 
take a more active role in their healthcare.  The 
literacy project’s first project was to design a 
wallet medication card for consumers that will be 
promoted statewide.   For more information on 
the wallet medication card, please contact Julie 
Petrellis at (203) 294-7319 or petrellis@chime.org.
 
 

CHA SSP Vendor Offers 
Primary Care Physicians Survey 

Free to CHA Members 
 
Merritt, Hawkins & Associates (MHA), CHA 
Shared Services Program’s (CHA SSP) endorsed 
provider for physician recruitment for more than 
ten years, is pleased to offer complimentary 
copies of its new 2006 Survey of Primary Care 
Physicians to all CHA members. 
 
Conducted for the national publication Physicians 
Practice, MHA’s survey examines the current job 
market for primary care physicians, their financial 
goals and expectations, and their assessment of 
the future of primary care practice. 
 
CHA members can receive a copy of the survey 
by contacting Thomas McKeever at (800) 306-
1330 or tmckeever@mhagroup.com.  
 

 
CHA Works on Workforce Shortage 

 
On Wednesday, CHA participated in a meeting at 
the Office for Workforce Competitiveness 
coordinated by the Allied Health Workforce Policy 
Board, on which CHA staff has served since the 
Board was established by state law in 2004.  
Wednesday's meeting provided a forum to hear 
reports from individuals leading a variety of 
workforce initiatives across the state designed to 
address the healthcare workforce shortage. The 
information shared will provide the basis for a 
legislative update due in January 2007. 
 
ram on Healthcare 
n-Making 

t changes in Connecticut 
re decision-making, CHA 
nal program that will 

ives, living wills, and 
ing by surrogates. 
 effect on October 1, 
m a timely opportunity to 
ospital into compliance. 

e Changes Regarding 
king: Advance Directives, 
ers, and Living Wills on 
006 from 9:00 a.m. to 
gistration and continental 

 will be covered in this 

 forms to assign a proxy 
n-maker (now called a 
ative”) for another 
oices 
f the scope of living wills
f the scope and areas of 

ed by proxy or surrogate 

onservators and “health 

-of-state advance 

” forms 
ion and admission 
 

ill include: Jennifer Cox, 
ox and Osowiecki; Kate 
irector, Agency on Aging 
ticut; and Henry Salton, 
General, State of 

formation on this or any 
, visit the education 
ite or contact Rhonda 
 or bates@chime.org.  

mailto:petrellis@chime.org
http://www.merritthawkins.com/
http://www.chassp.com/
http://www.physicianspractice.com/
http://www.physicianspractice.com/
mailto:tmckeever@mhagroup.com
mailto:bates@chime.org

