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Blood Supply 
Improves;  
Emergency Appeal 
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CHA Program to 
Cover Strategic 
Thinking 
Deadline Extension Granted 
Foreign Healthcare Professionals

eadline for Canadian and Mexican 
ses to complete a federal certifica-
 and screening process was 
nded Monday by one year, 
rting the potential worsening of the 
sing shortage in Connecticut and at 
t 10 other states.  

 U.S. Department of Homeland 
urity (DHS) extended by one year 

 certification deadline under Section 
 of the Illegal Immigration Reform 
 Immigrant Responsibility Act 
IRA) of 1996, without which 
rently licensed healthcare 
fessionals already working lawfully 
e U.S. would have been required 
ndergo a lengthy certification and 
ening process before the previous 
dline of Monday, July 26, 2004. 

 DHS decision is a significant 
ory for hospitals nationwide.  Many 
A hospital members contributed to 
 DHS decision by contacting 
necticut’s representatives in 

shington, D.C., and informing them 
he potential ramifications of the new
uirements.  All the members of 
necticut’s Congressional 
gation worked with CHA to 

ocate for the deadline extension. 

nday’s decision by DHS allows 
adian and Mexican TN (NAFTA 

fessional) healthcare professionals 
 were employed as TN non-
igrant healthcare professionals 
 held a valid license from a U.S. 
diction before September 23, 
2003, to continue working in the U.S.  
The one-year extension provides 
Canadian and Mexican nurses with 
additional time to complete the 
required certification process without 
requiring them to cease working. 
 
Official notification of the extension 
was published Thursday in the Federal 
Register.   
 
 

CHA to Participate 
in Medical Malpractice Workshop 

 
CHA General Counsel and Vice 
President for Patient Care Regulation 
Pat Monahan will be among the 
panelists at a medical malpractice 
workshop on Thursday, July 29, 2004, 
at the Radisson Hotel & Conference 
Center in Cromwell. 
 
The panel discussion, sponsored by 
the Middlesex Chamber of Commerce, 
will focus on medical malpractice and 
how it influences the bottom-line costs 
of Connecticut businesses.  The other 
members of the panel include Ken 
Ferrucci, Director of Government 
Relations for the Connecticut State 
Medical Society; Denise Funk, CPCU, 
Executive Vice President & CEO of the 
Connecticut Medical Insurance 
Company; Kathleen Nastri, President 
of the Connecticut Trial Lawyers 
Association; Jean Rexford, Executive 
Director of Connecticut Patients’ 
Rights; and John Rathgeber, Executive
Vice President & Secretary of the 
Connecticut Business and Industry 
Association.  
 
The discussion will be held from 9:30 - 



 

 

 

 
11:30 a.m., immediately following a breakfast 
reception for Representative Nancy Johnson.  The 
cost of admission is $27 for Chamber of Commerce 
members and $37 for non-members. 
 
For more information, contact the Middlesex County 
Chamber of Commerce at (860) 347-6924. 
 
 

CHA Issues Guidelines on HIPAA Security Rule 
 
CHA has issued a guidebook for hospitals on the 
Administrative Safeguards requirements of the 
Security Rule portion of the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996. 
 
The guidebook, Practical Guidance for Complying with 
Administrative Safeguards Requirements, provides 
sample policies for compliance with the Administrative 
Safeguards requirements, along with action items and 
coordination steps designed to correspond to the 
administrative safeguard specifications of the HIPAA 
Security Rule. 
 
On April 20, 2005, the HIPAA Security Rule will 
become effective for most covered entities, including 
hospitals.  In contrast to the HIPAA Privacy Rule, 
which regulates all protected health information (PHI), 
the Security Rule regulates only electronic PHI and 
imposes strict requirements for safeguarding health 
information that is created, received, maintained, or 
transmitted electronically. 
 
The guidebook was sent to CHA members earlier this 
week.  For more information, contact Jim Rush at 
(203) 294-7306 or rush@chime.org. 
 
 

Blood Supply Improves;  
Emergency Appeal Continues 

 
Earlier this week, the Connecticut Region discontinued
its emergency allocation procedures for blood types 
O-negative and O-positive, and resumed its usual 
practice of filling hospital blood bank orders, based on 
the current status of each hospital’s inventory. 
 
However, the Connecticut Blood Services Region of 
the American Red Cross has reported that the state's 
blood supply remains at dangerously low levels, 
despite a significant public response to the recent 
emergency appeal. 
 
According to the Red Cross, an adequate 
community blood supply is a three-day inventory of 
all blood types.  In Connecticut, there is currently 
only a 24-hour supply of blood group O. The Red 
Cross also reports that six of eight blood types are 
still below a three-day inventory. The emergency 
appeal for blood donors will continue for the 
immediate future as blood drives across the state 
are held to further increase the supply.   
 
As part of the emergency appeal, CHA sponsored a
blood drive Monday at its Wallingford offices that 
exceeded its goal by seven percent. 
 
For more information on blood donation, call (800) 
GIVE LIFE or visit the Red Cross website. 
 
 

CHA Program to Cover Strategic Thinking 
 
The inaugural program of CHA’s Fall 2004 
educational calendar will cover the skills and 
tactics for strategic thinking. 
 
The program, The Power of Strategic Thinking, 
will be held from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 14, 2004. 
 
Participants will learn about techniques for sound 
strategic thinking through a practical approach 
that includes gathering intelligence, formulating 
ideas, and planning changes. 
 
This program will cover areas including analysis 
of the impact of changes in technology, markets, 
society, and the law, as well as the strategic 
capability of any organization; creation of options 
and forecasting of the likely future of those 
options; and critical thinking and strategic 
decision-making. 
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  
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