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CHA Works Toward Implementing New Source of Funding for 
Electronic Health Records 
 
CHA communicated with the Department of Social Services (DSS) regarding its plan to 
implement requirements of Section 21 of Public Act 10-1.  This section requires the 
Commissioner of Social Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Public 
Health, to obtain American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) matching funds for 
DSS’s administrative planning activities related to health information technology, and 
obtain and disperse any federal incentive funds for hospitals and eligible professionals 
who are meaningful electronic health record (EHR) users.  CHA’s input regarding the 
implementation was outlined in a July 21 letter to Mark Schaefer, PhD, Director, DSS 
Medical Care Administration.   
 
On July 13, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued the final rule, 
specifying who is an eligible provider, what is meaningful use, what quality measures 
will be required to be reported, incentive payment calculations, and payment reduction 
calculations.  This rule implements provisions of the ARRA and establishes incentive 
payment guidelines for eligible hospitals that adopt health information technology and 
EHRs to become meaningful users.   
 
To be eligible for the Medicaid incentive payment under the final rule, an acute care hospital must have at least a 10 percent 
Medicaid patient volume for each year for which the hospital seeks an EHR incentive payment (children’s hospitals are exempt 
from meeting a patient volume threshold).  To be able to pay a Medicaid incentive payment for EHRs, a state must define a 
Medicaid patient encounter and identify available data to measure the 10 percent threshold for the preceding fiscal year.   
 
CHA has provided a definition of Medicaid patient encounter and a source of data for measurement purposes and has 
requested that the definition and data source be included by DSS in its State Medicaid HIT Plan.  
 
CHA looks forward to implementing this new source of funding for EHRs.  For more information on this issue, please contact 
Steve Frayne, CHA’s Senior Vice President of Health Policy, at (203) 294-7280 or frayne@chime.org. 
 
 
Dr. Peter Hayward Joins CHA Data Services Team 
 

Peter Hayward, PhD, has joined CHA as Director, Data Analysis, in the Data Services department, 
bringing more than seven years of experience in the field of health data.  Most recently, Dr. Hayward 
worked as Assistant Professor and GIS (Geographic Information System) Faculty Fellow for SUNY 
College at Oneonta.  Previously, he served as a Research Assistant for the Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center and a Research Associate for the Connecticut Department of Public Health. 
 
Dr. Hayward received his PhD in Geography from the University of Connecticut, and earned his MA in 
Geography from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  
 
 

 
 
DPH to Hold Hearing on Proposed CON Policies and Procedures on July 29 
 
The Department of Public Health, which now includes the Office of Health Care Access (OHCA), is proposing to adopt interim 
policies and procedures to implement legislation amending the Certificate of Need law, which passed during the 2010 session 
(PA 10-179).  DPH will hold a hearing on the proposal on Thursday, July 29, and CHA will testify. 
 
After receiving public comment, the proposal DPH adopts in the next few months will be applicable until regulations are formally 
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adopted.  CHA has identified numerous technical issues with the proposal that it will raise with DPH during the hearing, which 
will take place at 10:00 a.m. at the Office of Health Care Access (OHCA), 410 Capitol Avenue in Hartford.  A report of the 
hearing will be included in next week’s Update. 
 
 
September 2010 CHA Education Programs Announced 

 
Leaping From Staff to Management: The Next Steps on Wednesday, 
September 8 from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Vic Walton, routinely rated as an outstanding leadership and management-
development educator, returns to offer this practical, highly interactive 
supervisory skills program to help participants manage both the people and 
business components of their job more confidently.  
 
Crucial Conversations Training on Tuesday, September 14 and 
Wednesday, September 15 from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
In response to numerous member requests for CHA to host this national, 
highly acclaimed training for healthcare professionals, this two-day program 
is designed to give administrative, clinical, and operational healthcare teams 
the skills needed to address high-stakes issues, drive change, and sustain 

organizational improvement in quality care, patient safety, and productivity.  
 
CBISA Advanced Training on Thursday, September 16 from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Lyon Software will present CBISA Advanced™ training, a course designed specifically for community benefit professionals.  All 
attendees need a basic level of experience and understanding of CBISA™ (data entry, defaults, previewing reports) and 
community benefit background (definitions, categories, importance).  Participants will learn how to use the defaults and utilities 
in CBISA for more complete community benefit reporting, techniques to successfully evaluate and improve current programs, 
and how CBISA aligns with the Guide for Planning and Reporting Community Benefit.  
 
Healthcare Reform—Round One: Meaningful Use (Date and Time to be Determined) 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Office of the National Coordinator (ONC) released final 
regulations implementing the provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) that will provide 
incentive payments, as early as 2011, for adopting and successfully demonstrating meaningful use of certified electronic health 
records (EHR) technology.  This program will review major provisions of the final rule including the set of standards and 
implementation specifications that electronic health record (EHR) technology will need to address to support the achievement of 
stage 1 meaningful use, including core and menu set objectives, and the certification process for EHR technology.  
 
Full program information will soon be available.  For more information, contact Christine Prestiano at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
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