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July 15, 2005

CHA Hosts Forum 
On New Medicare 
Prescription Drug 
Coverage 
 
Report:  Weight-Loss 
Surgery Increases In U.S. 
 
Virtual Trade Show Now 
Available On CHA 
Website 
Governor Signs Medical Liability 
Reform Bill Into Law 

s expected, Governor M. Jodi Rell 
igned Public Act 05-275, An Act 
oncerning Medical Malpractice, into 
w on Wednesday.   

hile the Act, which goes into effect 
ctober 1, 2005, does not include a 
ap on non-economic damage awards, 
 does contain numerous provisions 
upported by CHA that are designed to 
prove the medical malpractice 

igation process.  In addition, the Act 
cludes provisions affecting insurance 
gulation and regulatory oversight of 

roviders.  The Act requires the 
surance Commissioner to determine 
 within a period of three years after it 
as been in effect – whether the Act’s 
form measures have been effective in 

ddressing insurance rates.  If the 
easures are deemed ineffective, the 
ct requires the Insurance Commis-
ioner to revisit the potential for capping 
on-economic damages in the future 
rough a legislatively created working 

roup comprising relevant stakeholders. 

Connecticut Hospitals Receive 
National Recognition 

ive Connecticut hospitals were 
cently recognized for excellence by 
ree different national publications. 

ridgeport Hospital, Greenwich 
ospital, and Yale-New Haven Hospital 
ere named as three of the nation’s 
00 "most wired" hospitals and health 
ystems by the American Hospital 
ssociation (AHA) journal Hospitals & 
ealth Networks.  The journal’s annual 
t, based on 502 surveys representing 
1,255 hospitals (about 21% of U.S. 
hospitals responded to the survey), 
identifies hospitals and health systems 
that have made significant investments 
in health information technology, most 
notably to address quality and safety, 
assist physicians with orders, and 
conduct clinical activities.   
 
Yale-New Haven Hospital was also 
designated again by U.S. News & 
World Report as one of the nation’s top 
hospitals, according to the magazine’s 
annual “America’s Best Hospitals” 
issue. 
 
“We are honored to be recognized 
again in the U.S. News & World Report 
survey,” said Joseph A. Zaccagnino, 
President and CEO of Yale-New Haven 
Hospital. 
 
The hospital was listed in 11 of the 17 
medical specialties evaluated, including 
cancer; digestive disorders; ear, nose 
and throat; geriatrics; gynecology; heart 
and heart surgery; hormonal disorders; 
kidney disease; psychiatry; respiratory 
disorders; and urology.  The Hospital of 
Saint Raphael was also named in the 
hormonal disorders category. 
 
Meanwhile, the magazine Advance for 
Nurses has voted the emergency 
department nursing team at the 
Middlesex Hospital Shoreline Medical 
Center in Essex one of the best nursing 
teams in New England. 
 
The magazine’s annual competition 
spotlights the best in nursing by 
selecting outstanding teams from 
throughout New England.  The 36-
member Shoreline team was honored 
for its strong presence in the community 
and its customer service.  This was the 

http://www.hhnmag.com/hhnmag/index.jsp
http://www.hhnmag.com/hhnmag/index.jsp
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http://www.hhnmag.com/hhnmag/jsp/articledisplay.jsp?dcrpath=HHNMAG/PubsNewsArticle/data/0507HHN_CoverStory_WinnersList&domain=HHNMAG
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/health/best-hospitals/tophosp.htm
http://nursing.advanceweb.com/main.aspx
http://nursing.advanceweb.com/main.aspx


 
second time the magazine has recognized the team, 
which also ranked among the best nursing teams in 
2002. 
 
“The Shoreline Medical Center has been an integral 
part of the community for over 30 years,” said Colleen 
Smith, Middlesex Hospital’s Vice President for Nursing.  
“This award is a wonderful confirmation of the dedication
of the emergency nurses and the entire staff to 
ensuring this important connection continues.  I am 
extremely proud of their accomplishments.” 

 
 

CHA Letter To The Editor Stresses Connecticut 
Hospitals’ Commitment To Patient Safety 

 
In a letter published in the July 14, 2005 edition of the 
New Haven Register, CHA President and CEO Jennifer 
Jackson responded to a recent editorial by the paper 
that suggested that no progress had been made in 
lowering the “shocking number of unnecessary deaths” 
at the nation’s hospitals.  
 
“Connecticut hospitals are committed to providing the 
highest quality care to every patient, and the 
professionals working in Connecticut hospitals dedicate 
their lives to caring for others,” Jackson wrote.   
 
She also noted how Connecticut’s 30 not-for-profit 
acute care hospitals are working both individually and 
collectively to develop innovative ways to prevent 
medical errors, including sharing information about 
patient safety with each other, and how the hospitals 
have also developed a national reputation for their 
leadership in making hospital quality information 
available to the public.  
 
“Patient safety will continue to be the highest priority for 
Connecticut hospitals and for the dedicated healthcare 
professionals that staff them,” Jackson wrote.   
“Although there is much work to be done, real progress 
is being made to reduce medical errors in Connecticut.” 
 
 

CHA Hosts Forum 
On New Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage 

 
Tom Devins, Associate Regional Administrator, 
Medicare Operations for the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) Region I, provided an update
on Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage to patient 
account managers from CHA member hospitals on 
Wednesday. 
 
Devins outlined the coverage, which begins January 1, 
2006, noting that seniors would have to choose a plan 
and enroll in the program beginning November 15, 
2005.  He said that more information on the various 
drug plans would be available soon, and distributed a 
one-page fact sheet that hospitals could make 
available to Medicare beneficiaries who have 
questions about the program. 
 
 

Report:  Weight-Loss Surgery Increases In U.S. 
 
According to new study by the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ), the number of 
Americans undergoing weight-loss surgery more than 
quadrupled between 1998 and 2002.  The study, 
“Use and Costs of Bariatric Surgery and Prescription 
Weight-Loss Medications,” was published this week 
in the journal Health Affairs.  
 
The AHRQ study found that the number of surgeries 
increased from 13,386 to 71,733 during the five-year 
period, women and adults ages 18 to 54 accounted 
for the vast majority of the surgeries (84% and 88%), 
and that most patients (83%) undergoing the 
procedure were privately insured.    
 
The findings parallel Connecticut trends, which are 
detailed in a ChimeData Fact Sheet on obesity that 
CHA published in February.  According to CHA’s 
Chime data, the rate of bariatric surgery has 
increased in Connecticut over the past five years 
from 7 bariatric surgeries per 1,000 surgical 
procedures in 1999 to 44 per 1,000 procedures in 
2004. 
 
 

Virtual Trade Show Now Available 
On CHA Website 

 
The nearly 100 vendors who participated in 
Healthcare 2005, CHA’s one-day trade show held in 
April, are featured in a new section of CHA’s website 
at www.cthosp.org.   
 
The website’s new “Virtual Trade Show” section 
features a directory of all the companies that had 
exhibits at Healthcare 2005.  Each trade show 
vendor has its own specific page, which features a 
photograph of the company’s booth, product 
descriptions, a link to the company’s own website, 
and contact information.  The Virtual Trade Show 
directory allows visitors to search for companies by 
name, booth number, and product category, and 
provides a floor plan of this year’s trade show layout 
as a reference tool.   
 
The next CHA trade show, Healthcare 2006, will be 
held at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington Thursday, 
March 23, 2006.  For more information on next year’s 
show, contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
bates@chime.org.  
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