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July 13, 2006

 
Connecticut Hospitals 
Receive National 
Recognition 
 
CHA Supports Upcoming 
CLN Workforce Shortage 
Symposium 
CHA To Conduct Clinical 
cement Capacity Assessment

necticut’s Office for Workforce 
petitiveness (OWC) has asked 
 to spearhead a project over 

next year to assess the state’s 
ical placement capacity for 
ing and allied health students. 

 project stems from one of the 
mmendations made to the 
necticut General Assembly last 

sion by the Allied Health 
rkforce Policy Board (AHWPB), 

hich CHA serves.  In its 
ruary 2006 legislative report, 
AHWPB noted that the lack of 
ical placement capacity is one of
main challenges to addressing 
ent and projected healthcare 
kforce shortages.   

 project will entail surveying 
ical practice sites to determine 
current number and distribution 
linical sites and positions, 
tifying qualifiers or barriers that 
ct the availability of clinical 
ements for students, and 

essing how well the clinical 
ement system can 

ommodate the expansion of 
ing and allied health student 
llment that will be required to 
t the growing demand for 
lthcare in Connecticut. 

 will be working closely with 
ing and allied health schools, 

pitals, long-term care facilities, 
 community health centers to 
conduct the assessment and 
prepare a final report for the Office 
for Workforce Competitiveness and 
the Connecticut General Assembly 
by June 30, 2007.   
 
 

ChimeData Compares 
Connecticut and National 
Emergency Department 

Utilization 
 
The National Center for Health 
Statistics (NCHS) of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recently released a report on
emergency department (ED) care, 
based on 2004 data collected as 
part of its annual National Hospital 
Ambulatory Medical Care Survey 
(NHAMCS).  The report presents 
the most current nationally repre-
sentative data available on ED 
utilization. 
 
Analysis conducted by CHA’s 
affiliate ChimeData indicates that 
Connecticut experienced a 
somewhat higher rate of ED 
utilization than the nation.  In 2004, 
an estimated 110.2 million visits 
were made to hospital EDs 
nationwide, resulting in 38.2 visits 
per 100 persons.  In Connecticut, 
1.4 million visits were made to 
hospital EDs in 2004, resulting in 
39.1 visits per 100 persons (2% 
above the 2004 national rate).  

 
In Connecticut, the number of ED 
visits increased 29% from 1.1 
million visits in 1996 to 1.4 million 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/ad/ad372.pdf


 

 

 
 

 

visits in 2004.  On a population-adjusted basis, 
the Connecticut ED utilization rate increased 14% 
from 34.2 visits per 100 persons to 39.1 visits per 
100 persons. 
 
ChimeData analysis also shows that 
Connecticut’s ED utilization rates for Medicaid 
and Medicare patients were higher than the 
national figures. The ED utilization rate in 2004 for
Medicaid patients was 83.4 per 100 persons  (4% 
higher than the nation), while the Medicare rate in 
Connecticut was 56.2 per 100 persons (19% 
higher).  A larger proportion of Connecticut ED 
visits are paid for by Medicaid and Medicare, 
amounting to 26% and 22% respectively, 
compared to national figures of 22% for Medicaid 
and 15% for Medicare.   
 
While ED utilization has increased, the number of 
hospital EDs has decreased, nationally and 
statewide. The number of Connecticut hospital 
EDs decreased from 34 to 31 (or 9%) from 1994–
2004, while the national number decreased by 
12.4%. 
 
 

Connecticut Hospitals Receive 
National Recognition 

 
 Connecticut hospitals were recognized for 
excellence by two different national publications 
this week.  
 
Bridgeport Hospital, Greenwich Hospital, and 
Yale-New Haven Hospital were named as three of
the nation’s 100 "most wired" hospitals and health 
systems by the American Hospital Association 
(AHA) journal Hospitals & Health Networks.  The 
journal’s annual list identifies hospitals and health 
systems that have made significant investments 
in health information technology, most notably to 
address quality and safety, assist physicians with 
orders, and conduct clinical activities. 
 
Yale-New Haven Hospital was also designated 
again by U.S. News & World Report as one of the 
nation’s top hospitals, according to the magazine’s
annual “America’s Best Hospitals” issue. 
Yale-New Haven Hospital was ranked among the 
best in the nation in 10 of the 16 medical 
specialties evaluated: cancer; digestive disorders; 
ear, nose and throat; endocrinology; gynecology; 
heart and heart surgery; kidney disease; 
psychiatry; respiratory diseases; and urology.  Of 
those, the hospital’s gynecology and psychiatry 
services are ranked among the nation's top 10, 
while digestive disorders, endocrinology, kidney 
diseases, and urology all ranked among the 
nation's top 25. 
 
"Providing safe, high quality patient care is our 
primary mission at Yale-New Haven," said Marna 
P. Borgstrom, President and CEO of Yale-New 
Haven Hospital.  "Our inclusion in U.S. News is a 
testament not only to the quality of the care our 
patients receive, but how Yale-New Haven is 
perceived among our peers.” 
 
 

CHA Supports Upcoming CLN Workforce 
Shortage Symposium 

 
The Connecticut League for Nursing (CLN) will 
be hosting a symposium on the nursing workforce 
shortage on September 13, 2006 at the Aqua 
Turf Club in Plantsville, CT.   
 
CHA is pleased to be one of the supporters of 
this program, The Nursing Workforce Crisis & Its 
Financial Impact on Connecticut.  The program 
will feature presentations by Dr. David Delong, 
Research Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology AgeLab and author of Lost 
Knowledge- Confronting the Threat of an Aging 
Workforce; and Peter I. Buerhaus, Ph.D., RN, 
FAAN, Senior Associate Dean for Research at 
Vanderbilt University School of Nursing.  
 
To register for this program, or for more 
information, contact Connecticut League for 
Nursing at (203) 265-4248. 

http://www.hhnmag.com/
http://www.hhnmag.com/hhnmag/jsp/articledisplay.jsp?dcrpath=HHNMAG/PubsNewsArticle/data/2006July/0607HHN_FEA_CoverStory_WinnersList&domain=HHNMAG
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/health/best-hospitals/tophosp.htm
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/health/best-hospitals/directory/glance_6160400.htm
http://www.ctleaguefornursing.org/sept132006brochureregistrationform.pdf

