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CHA Participates in Regional 
Pandemic Planning Meeting 

st week the Region 1 Office of the 
partment of Health & Human 
rvices (DHHS) convened a two-day 
eting in Boston to discuss ways to 
rdinate pandemic influenza 
nning for the region.  Following up 
 issues raised at statewide 
ndemic response planning summits 
ld earlier this year, state health 
icials from six New England states 
d New York came together to 
sent state position statements and 

develop coordinated regional 
rstate consensus statements and 

erational approaches to avian and 
ndemic influenza.  Participants were 
ided into eight work groups, which 
used on various aspects of 
ndemic contingency planning, 
luding:  Antiviral & Vaccine 
lization; Community Containment; 
boratory Testing Policies; 
althcare Surge Capacity; Mass 
tality/Morgue Capacity; Risk 
mmunication Coordination; Legal 
ues/Altered Standards of Care; and 
rsonal Protective Equipment. 

A participated on the Healthcare 
rge Capacity Work Group, which 
used on developing a plan to 
sure adequate bed capacity, 
ffing, and medical supplies in the 
nt of a pandemic.  Discussion 
tered on the method for calculating 
 anticipated severity and impact of 

 influenza pandemic and for 
termining the appropriate treatment 
acities each state should build to 

sure a consistent regional response. 
Also last week DHHS issued a 
Pandemic Planning Update (available 
online at  http://www.pandemicflu.gov/) 
summarizing recent initiatives, 
including efforts to monitor cases of 
H5N1 avian influenza worldwide, 
increase vaccine production capacity, 
increase stockpiles of antiviral drugs, 
coordinate state planning efforts, and 
raise public awareness of ways to 
prepare for the possibility of pandemic 
flu. 
 
 

CHA Collaborates With the Red 
Cross on Increasing Blood Supply

 
CHA staff recently met with officials 
from the Connecticut Blood Services 
Region of the American Red Cross to 
discuss ways CHA and Connecticut 
hospitals can collaborate with the Red 
Cross to increase blood supplies, 
especially during the critical summer 
months.  
 
As a part of this collaboration, CHA 
last week issued a press release to 
increase public awareness of the 
current blood shortage, which amounts 
to more than 500 units of blood. 
 
“This is a critical time for the American 
Red Cross and for Connecticut 
hospitals,” said Jennifer Jackson, CHA 
President and CEO, in the press 
release.  “Hospitals exist to support 
healthy communities - but we cannot 
do this successfully without your help.  
We are asking potential donors to 
support their hospitals by contacting 
the Red Cross and giving the ‘gift of 
life.’”  

http://www.pandemicflu.gov/
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CHA has hosted two successful blood drives so far 
this year, at which the Red Cross collected a 
combined total of 125 units.  CHA will be hosting two 
more drives at its headquarters in Wallingford on 
Friday, July 21, and Friday, September 15, 2006, from 
10:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
 
For more information on blood donation, call (800) 
GIVE-LIFE or visit the Red Cross website. 
 
 

CMS Promotes Preventive Services  
Covered by Medicare 

 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) is encouraging Medicare healthcare providers 
to provide patients with information on preventive 
services and screenings covered by the government-
funded program.   
 
Medicare provides coverage for the following services 
(subject to certain eligibility and other limitations): 
 

• Adult immunizations (Influenza, Pneumococcal 
Polysaccharide Vaccine, Hepatitis B Virus) 

 

• Bone Mass Measurements 
 

• Cancer Screenings (Mammography, Pap 
Tests, and  Pelvic, Colorectal, and Prostate 
Exams) 

 

• Cardiovascular Disease Screening 
 

• Diabetes Screening ( as well as Self-
Management Training, Medical Nutrition 
Therapy, Supplies) 

 

• Glaucoma Screening 
 

• Initial Preventive Physical Exam (“Welcome to 
Medicare” Physical Exam) 

 

• Smoking and Tobacco-Use Cessation 
Counseling Services 

 
For more information or to order educational products 
related to these services, visit the CMS website at 
www.cms.gov/. 

  

 
 

CHA Annual Report Available Online 

06 CHA Annual Report is now available online 
Information Center section of CHA’s website. 
port recaps CHA’s activities over the past year, 
cludes excerpts of the 10 winning submissions 
2006 “Healthcare Heroes” essay contest, as 
 a summary of the 2006 CHA award winners. 

 

Governor Rell Signs Healthcare Bills 

dnesday, at a public ceremony at the 
sity of Connecticut Health Center in 
gton, Governor M. Jodi Rell ceremonially 
 An Act Designating The Month Of 
ber As Lung Cancer Awareness Month And 

rningThe Establishment Of A Public 
ical Cord Blood Bank (Public Act 06-77) and 
t Concerning Access To Imaging Services 
 Act 06-180).  Both acts were passed by the 

al Assembly last session. 

HA Invites Input On Education Calendar 

ear, CHA offers 80 educational programs 
ed to meet the learning needs of its members, 
g from “premier” programs such as the annual 
care Executive Summit, the Nursing Leadership 
, and the Human Resources Forum, to 
ms that focus on skill development (such as 
 and billing topics or management skill building) 
e offered on an ongoing basis.  

programs are designed to educate members 
new regulations, trends, and issues. These 
ms raise awareness of the implications of 
es in the healthcare environment and offer 
 strategies for dealing with these changes.  

 currently developing its education calendar for 
06–Spring 2007 and invites CHA members to 

suggestions or requests for programs or 
ters of interest to Catherine Rosich at (203) 
63 or rosich@chime.org.  

http://www.bloodct.org./
http://www.cms.gov/
http://www.cthosp.org/InfoCtr/AnnualRpt/AnnualRpts.html
mailto:rosich@chime.org

