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June 19, 2008

Connecticut Congressional 
Delegation, CHA, and Hospital 
Leaders Meet with CMS 
 
 
CHA Welcomes New Director, 
Education and Sponsor 
Services 
 
 
Save the Dates! 
 
 
 

CHA Annual Meeting Celebrates  
90 Years Helping Hospitals  

Care for Communities 

arly 600 hospital and community 
ders gathered at CHA’s 90th Annual 

eeting on Tuesday, June 17, at the 
ua Turf Club in Southington to 
lebrate Connecticut hospitals' 
complishments, discuss the 
allenges of the future, enjoy first-rate 
tertainment, and network.     

A President and CEO Jennifer 
ckson highlighted CHA's progress in 
e area of patient quality and safety in 
08. Underscoring the value of member 
ity, Jackson praised the membership 
r its success in the advocacy arena.  
ckson concluded by offering warm 
rds for outgoing CHA Chairman Pat 
armel and T. Stewart Hamilton, MD 

stinguished Service Award winner 
bert Kiely. 

t Charmel, Jennifer Jackson, Marna 
rgstrom, and Chris Dadlez 

trick Charmel, Chairman of the CHA 
ard of Trustees and President and 
O of Griffin Hospital, reflected on 
A’s 90 years of success, focusing on 

ality and patient safety, “the heart of 
e mission of every hospital.”  He 
cussed the establishment of CHA’s 

st-ever clinical collaboratives around 
e issues of eliminating multiple drug-
sistant organisms and preventing 
essure ulcers and how they have 
gaged all of the member hospitals.  
armel thanked collaborative 
rticipants for working together to 
vance best practices at a truly 
tounding rate. Recognizing the 
challenges Connecticut hospitals face, he 
noted that “healthcare reform is 
desperately needed in this state and 
country, and CHA can help lead the way 
by offering our knowledge and expertise.” 
 
Patti Goldman, AHA’s Senior Director of 
Federal Relations, presented a 
proclamation celebrating Windham 
Hospital’s 75 years of service to Art 
Brodeur, hospital Board Chairman and 
member of the Governor’s Task Force, and
awarded Robert Trefry, President/CEO, 
Bridgeport Hospital, the 2008 Grassroots 
Champion Award.  Pat Charmel then 
returned to the podium to honor this year’s 
Healthcare Heroes award winners, 
describing them as individuals who “bring 
hope to the communities they serve, one 
interaction at a time.”   
 
CHA’s annual awards for Community 
Service and Quality were presented to 
Windham Hospital (Connecticut’s Hospital 
Community Service Award) and The 
William W. Backus Hospital (John D. 
Thompson Award).  Last year’s winner of 
the T. Stewart Hamilton, M.D. Distin- 
guished Service Award, Richard E. Pugh, 
presented the prestigious award to this 
year’s recipient, Robert G. Kiely, President 
and Chief Executive Officer, Middlesex 
Hospital.  “Bob’s contributions go well 
beyond Middlesex Hospital.  The time and 
energy he has devoted to the leadership, 
development, and success of CHA has 
been outstanding.  He was the Assoc-
iation’s first two-year chairman in recent 
history, and guided CHA to new levels of 
performance and success in advocacy and 
member service.  He has been one of the 
longest-serving officers of the Association, 
effecting lasting improvements in the 
organization,” said Pugh. 

 
After acknowledging the retirees and 
electing the new members and officers of 
the CHA Board of Trustees, Pat Charmel 
passed the gavel to CHA’s new Chairman 
of the Board, Marna Borgstrom, President 
and CEO, Yale-New Haven Hospital.  She 
honored and thanked Pat Charmel for his 
service, noting his effective leadership and 
commitment to strengthening the 
Association and its membership in many 
important areas. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Richard Pugh (right) presents Bob Kiely (left) 
with the T. Stewart Hamilton Award 
 
The 2008 Annual Meeting concluded with an 
energetic performance by the Capitol Steps, a 
troupe of Congressional staffers-turned-
comedians. 
 
The CHA Annual Meeting was made possible in 
part by the generous support of Platinum 
Sponsor Credit Suisse; Gold Sponsors Brown 
Rudnick, ConnectiCare, Cox & Oswiecki, 
Garfunkel Wild & Travis, Sax Doernberger & Vita, 
and Wiggin and Dana; and Silver Sponsors 
Anthem, Bank of America, KPMG, MetLife 
Resources, Press Ganey, Saslow Lufkin & 
Buggy, Towers Perrin, UHY, and Vitas. 
 
The CHA awards are summarized in CHA’s 2008 
Annual Report. Click here for Healthcare Heroes’
winning essays. 
 

 
Connecticut Congressional Delegation, CHA, 

and Hospital Leaders Meet with CMS 
 
On Wednesday, June 18, 2008, Congressmen 
John Larson (CT-1), Joseph Courtney (CT-2), 
and Chris Murphy (CT-5) called representatives 
from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to Capitol Hill to discuss the 
proposed altering of the longstanding method of 
how Medicare rates are calculated to reflect 
regional differences in workforce costs.   
 
Representatives from the offices of 
Congressmen Christopher Shays (CT-4) and 
Senators Chris Dodd and Joe Lieberman, as well 
as representatives from the office of the Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi, were also in 
attendance.  Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro 
(CT-3) was unable to attend, but also strongly 
opposed the proposed policy change.   
 
Robert Trefry, President/CEO, Bridgeport 
Hospital; Larry Tanner, President/CEO, The 
Hospital of Central Connecticut; Chris Hartley, 
Senior Vice President, Planning & Facilities 
Development, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical 
Center; and Jim Staten, Senior Vice President 
of Finance, Yale-New Haven Hospital, joined 
Stephen Frayne, CHA’s Senior Vice President, 
Health Policy, and Jim Iacobellis, CHA’s Vice 
President, Government Relations, in the 
meeting to urge CMS to abandon its proposed 
altering of the rural floor budget neutrality 
adjustment, which would result in a year-over-
year cut in Medicare funding and cost 
Connecticut hospitals as much as $39 million 
in 2009.  Hospital leaders gave a unified 
message of the devastating impact the 
proposal would have on hospitals and their 
patients. 
 
Following CHA’s letter last week to the Acting 
Administrator of CMS, Kerry Weems, the 
Connecticut Business & Industry Association 
(CBIA), the Connecticut Association of Health 
Plans (CTAHP), and Governor M. Jodi Rell 
also sent comment letters in support of 
hospitals by expressing strong opposition to 
the proposal. 
      
“The state of Connecticut, its hospitals, and the 
patients that need care, cannot afford another 
cut,” explained the Governor.  “I urge you to 
eliminate the proposed state-level budget 
neutrality adjustment in the final Inpatient PPS 
Rule.  Budget neutrality must remain a national 
policy in accordance with current practice in 
order to retain balance and symmetry within a 
complex wage index environment.” 
 
For more information, contact Stephen Frayne, 
CHA’s Senior Vice President, Health Policy, at 
(203) 294-7280 or frayne@chime.org. 
 

 
CHA Welcomes New Director,  

Education and Sponsorship Services 
 
Sherri Barnhill has joined CHA as Director, 
Education and Sponsorship Services.  Prior to 
joining CHA, Sherri worked for Moses Cone 
Health System in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
in a variety of clinical and educational 
capacities.  For the past seven months, Sherri 
has also worked for CHA as a consultant/fac-
ilitator for CHA’s pressure ulcer and multiple 
drug-resistant organism (MDRO) collab-
oratives.  Sherri’s previous positions have 
included Clinical Contract Administrator, Online
Education Assistant Director, Patient Safety 
Officer, JCAHO Coordinator, Clinical Nurse 
Specialist, and Operating Nurse. 
 
Sherri’s extensive background in Quality and 
Patient Safety will reinforce CHA’s sharp focus 
on these important areas and better integrate 
advocacy initiatives and education 
programming for members.   

 

http://www.cthosp.org/documents/2008CHAannualreport.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/2008Heroes.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/2008Heroes.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/1390PCommentLetter.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/CBIACommentLetter.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/CBIACommentLetter.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/CTAHPCommentLetter.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/CTAHPCommentLetter.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/documents/GovCommentLetter.pdf
mailto:frayne@chime.org
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Sherri Barnhill 

ived an undergraduate degree in 
d another in Speech Pathology and 

, from the University of North Carolina at 
ro, and holds a master’s degree in 
l Rehabilitation and Counseling for the 
paired from Gallaudet University in 
n, DC.  She can be reached at (203) 
or at barnhill@chime.org. 

 
Save the Dates! 

lthcare Budgeting and Financial 
ement for Non-Financial Managers

 managers have traditionally risen from 
l/professional ranks with little business 
s a result, many are thrust into a chaotic 
nt without the necessary financial 
ent tools. Skills in planning and 
, financial analysis, and the use of 
manage organization performance are 

y, June 23, 2008 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
tration begins at 8:00 a.m.) CHA will host 
a program designed to provide non-financial 
managers with a working knowledge of 
performance reporting for determining budget 
compliance, and financial performance planning, or 
budgeting. The presenter, William J. Ward, Jr., is 
the director of the M.H.S. Degree Program in 
Health Finance and Management at The Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, and a 
frequent speaker at CHA on finance-related topics. 
 
For more information, please contact Laura 
Jackman at (203) 294-7257 or 
jackman@chime.org. To register, click here.  

 
 

Current Medicare Billing Issues
   
On Tuesday, June 24, 2008, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. (registration begins at 8:30 a.m.), CHA will 
host a workshop that focuses on the new Medicare 
requirements that impact billing. The program will 
include over 40 topics, such as: NPI requirements, 
changes in discharge status codes, full and partial 
device credits, laboratory panel calculation, bone 
mass measurements, cardiac rehabilitation, the 
new ABN, and much more.  
 
This workshop is designed for key staff in patient 
financial services, reimbursement, health 
information management, and financial planning 
who are responsible for clinical coding and coding 
variables on claims for Medicare. The speaker, Bob 
Masters, is a nationally recognized expert in 
Medicare billing requirements who is known for 
taking the complex Medicare “logic” and making it 
understandable.     
 
For more information, please contact Laura 
Jackman at (203) 294-7257 or 
jackman@chime.org. To register, click here. 
 

 
 

mailto:barnhill@chime.org
mailto:jackman@chime.org
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/register2.asp?eventid=491
mailto:jackman@chime.org
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/register2.asp?eventid=506

