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CHA Annual Meeting Preview 

A will hold its 86th Annual Meeting 
m 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
e 22, 2004, at The Aqua Turf Club 
outhington. 

gram highlights include remarks by 
A Board Chairman Robert G. Kiely, 
sident/CEO of Middlesex Hospital, 

d CHA President and CEO Jennifer 
kson.  CHA will also recognize 
eral winners of its annual 
althcare Heroes” essay contest 

o are expected to be in attendance, 
d present the 2004 CHA Awards to 
 following CHA members: 

e T. Stewart Hamilton, M.D. 
tinguished Service Award will be 
sented to John H. Tobin, 
sident/Chief Executive Officer of 
terbury Hospital.  Dr. Tobin, who 
 served as President/Chief Executive
icer of Waterbury Hospital since 
86, is a member of the CHA Board 
Trustees and former Chairman of 
 Board in 2000-01.  He facilitated 
 Association’s leadership transition 
owing the retirement of Dennis May 
d led a comprehensive review of 
A’s governance structure.  He has 

en instrumental in all the Associa-
’s major initiatives over the past 
 years, serving on the Executive 

mmittee and chairing or serving on 
eral other committees and work 
ups. 

e John D. Thompson Award for 
cellence in the Delivery of 
althcare Through the Use of Data 
l be presented to Yale-New Haven 
spital for its initiative to reduce the 
e of nosocomial catheter-associated 
nary tract infections (CAUTI) on its 
medical-surgical unit.  Once the quality 
improvement project was implemented, 
subsequent data collection demon-
strated a 42% reduction in catheter 
days, a 51% reduction in the incidence 
of patients with a urinary catheter 
placement, and a 47% reduction in the 
occurrence of nosocomial CAUTI. 
 
The Connecticut’s Hospital Community 
Service Award, sponsored jointly by 
CHA and the state Department of 
Public Health (DPH), will be presented 
to Danbury Hospital for its Pediatric 
Asthma Management Program.  The 
program, which is open to all the school 
districts and all the pediatricians in the 
hospital’s service area, has seen 
significant results in its eight years of 
operation.  Asthma-related school 
absences are down 50% since the 
program started, while asthma-related 
hospital admissions and asthma-
related emergency department visits at 
Danbury Hospital declined by 72% and 
25%, respectively. 
 
The Annual Meeting will conclude with 
a station buffet, followed by a keynote 
address by Tucker Carlson, co-host 
of Crossfire, CNN’s political debate 
program.  Carlson, a conservative 
pundit who also serves as a political 
analyst for CNN, will offer a candid up-
to-the-minute look at politics and 
current events. 
 
The deadline for CHA Annual Meeting 
pre-registration is 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 15, 2004.  Late registration will 
also be accepted, and a limited number 
of seats will be available at the door. 
 
To receive a registration form, or for 
more information, contact Rhonda Bates 
at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 

mailto:bates@chime.org
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CHA Coordinates Federal Advocacy Day 

up of Connecticut hospital representatives met 
day with the state’s Congressional delegation in 
hington, D.C., to discuss hospital reimbursement 
ther significant hospital-related issues. 

ital representatives and CHA staff met with the 
s of Representatives Rosa DeLauro, Nancy 
son, John Larson, Christopher Shays, Rob 
ons, and Senator Joseph Lieberman on this trip, 

ering many key hospital messages during the 
ings.  The CHA contingent focused on the 

ental impact of changes to the hospital wage 
 that are included in the Fiscal Year 2005 

osed rule for the Inpatient Prospective Payment 
m (Inpatient PPS).  CHA staff and hospital 
sentatives detailed the potentially devastating 
cial impact of those changes on Connecticut's 30 
or-profit acute care hospitals, which was a 
ular focus of the discussion with Congresswoman 
son and her staff.   

dition, the group thanked lawmakers for their 
ort of CHA’s opposition to HR 3722, Undocu-
ed Alien Emergency Medical Assistance Amend-
s of 2004, a bill that would have required hospitals 
ntify and report undocumented immigrants to 
al agencies to qualify for special funding to help 
or emergency health services provided to them. 

r topics of discussion during the meetings included 
ecticut hospitals’ economic impact as major 
oyers and economic engines, both in terms of 
direct and indirect effect on the state's economy; 
ecticut hospitals’ critical role as the state’s 
hcare safety net; and how any Medicare and 
caid hospital payment reductions are a threat to the 
cial viability of Connecticut hospitals and access to 
of the patients they serve. 

 in anticipation of next week’s hearings on 
ital billing and collection practices for uninsured 
nts (to be conducted by the Oversight and 
tigation Subcommittee of the House Energy and 

merce Committee), CHA and hospital representa-
 reminded the delegation that Connecticut, which 
ted new hospital billing and collection legislation 
03, was ahead of the country in addressing this 
. 

DPH to Hold Symposium on 
Improving Patient Outcomes 

Department of Public Health (DPH) will hold  
mposium on Improving Patient Outcomes from 
a.m. - 12:00 noon Friday, June 25, 2004 at the 
lative Office Building in Hartford. 
The Symposium will include presentations and 
discussions on national and state policies and 
priorities on healthcare quality, Connecticut’s vision for 
healthcare quality, and PA 04-164, An Act Concern-
ing the Quality of Health Care.  Presenters include 
DPH Commissioner Robert Galvin, M.D., MPH, State 
Representatives Vicki Nardello and Andrew 
Fleischmann, and State Senator Christopher Murphy.
 
The symposium is designed for risk managers, 
medical and nursing executives, quality managers, 
and others interested in healthcare quality improve-
ment.  Space is limited, so DPH is requesting that 
attendees pre-register by contacting Jennifer Squires 
at (860) 509-7280 or jennifer.squires@po.state.ct.us.  
  
 

Program to Cover PPE, Respirators 
 

CHA will hold an educational program next week 
on the selection and use of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and respirators. 
 
The program, Selection and Use of Personal and 
Respiratory Protection for Healthcare Emergency 
Preparedness:  An All-Hazards Approach, will be 
held from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Thursday, June 
24, 2004. 
 
This program is designed to provide hospital 
workers – particularly first responders, first 
receivers, medical providers, and decontamination 
team members – with the knowledge base to 
effectively develop programs for selecting and 
using PPE and respirators for both common 
healthcare hazards and in response to biologic 
and terrorist agents. 
 
Upon completion of this program, participants will 
be prepared to explain the current standards and 
guidelines pertaining to respirators and PPE; 
describe the various types of products, their use, 
and limitations; and identify appropriate respiratory 
protection and PPE for handling common hazards, 
and contaminated victims of WMD incidents, 
through the use of comprehensive hazard assess-
ment and vulnerability analysis techniques.  This 
program will be taught by faculty from ECRI, an 
independent not-for-profit health services research 
agency.  Each participant will have the opportunity 
to try the Bullard PA30 powered air purifying 
respirator (PAPR).  Participants are also encour-
aged to bring their hospital’s PAPR to the program. 
 
There is no fee for this program.  For more infor-
mation, visit the Education section of the CHA 
website at www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda 
Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  

mailto:jennifer.squires@po.state.ct.us
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/pdfbrochures/Respiratory Protection and PPE, June 24, 2004.pdf
mailto:bates@chime.org

