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June 8, 2006

TEIC Trains WebCare 
Users  
 
Norwalk Hospital Nursing 
Unit Receives National 
Award 
 
IHI To Celebrate 18-Month 
Milestone 
 
CHA To Host Joint 
Commission Program on 
IM Standards 
CHA Urges Support for Maximum 
Flexibility in New Documentation 

Requirement 

ast Friday, CHA sent a letter to U.S. 
epresentatives Nancy Johnson, 
hristopher Shays, and Rob Simmons 

equesting that they sign a letter to 
ealth and Human Services Secretary 
ichael Leavitt that is being circulated 
y Congressman Rick Renzi (R-AZ). 
he letter urges Secretary Leavitt to 
se maximum flexibility when 

mplementing the provisions of the 
eficit Reduction Act (DRA) that 

equire new and current Medicaid 
ecipients to produce “satisfactory 
ocumentary evidence of U.S. 
itizenship or nationality to qualify for 
edicaid benefits.”  The letter 
dvocates for flexibility “to minimize 
ny negative impact on Medicaid 
eneficiaries and the ability of states 
nd health care providers to enroll 
atients in the program.” 

CHA Comments on CMS Discharge 
Notification Rule 

n Monday, CHA sent a comment 
etter to the Centers for Medicare & 

edicaid Services (CMS) in opposition 
o its proposed rule Medicare Program: 
otification Procedures for Hospital 
ischarges.  The letter outlines several 

easons for opposing the rule, which 
ould encumber the discharge 
rocess, increase administrative costs, 
nd consume hospital resources that 
ould be better devoted to direct 
atient care. 

 
HA noted that hospitals currently 
istribute information to Medicare 
ospital inpatients regarding their 
discharge appeal rights in multiple 
ways.  The proposed rule, which would 
require additional notification to all 
Medicare hospital inpatients one day 
before discharge, would be an 
unnecessary and costly administrative 
burden for hospitals that would often 
result in lengthy delays in inpatient 
discharges.  Delayed discharges for 
patients ready and medically able to 
leave could, in turn, lead to delayed 
patient admissions, and might even 
exacerbate the problem of emergency 
room overcrowding.  The letter 
concluded with a recommendation that 
"the current notices and procedures be 
retained until the need for revisions are
clearly established and more workable,
and less burdensome approaches are 
developed." 
 
 

Comments Due Monday  
On IPPS Rule 

 
CHA is finalizing comments to the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) on its proposed 
inpatient prospective payment system 
(IPPS) rule for Fiscal Year 2007.  Draft 
comments were sent to hospital 
members today.  Comments will be 
accepted by CMS until Monday, June 
12, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. and CHA is 
urging all hospitals to submit a 
comment letter on the rule, which 
proposes the most significant changes 
in the calculation of diagnosis-related 
group (DRG) relative weights in over 
20 years.  CHA’s comments will also 
focus on the need to provide financial 
relief to Connecticut hospitals, which 
have consistently been disproportion-
ately negatively affected by Medicare 
rate policies during the past decade. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cthosp.org/NC/documents/Medicaid_Eligibility_letter_JDI060206.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/NC/documents/Letter_CMS_060506.pdf
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TEIC Trains WebCare Users 

CHA’s Toward Excellence in Care (TEIC) 
nducted two full-day training sessions for 
Care, TEIC’s new web-based data 
 and reporting tool.  A combined total of 
sers attended the sessions, which covered 
nd uploading, as well as use of the tool’s 
and reporting functions.  

tiates transition to the WebCare tool for 
al upon their staff’s completion of the 
ional training sessions are being 
or the eastern and western parts of the 
ll as Rhode Island. 

formation about TEIC, contact Julie 
(203) 294-7319 or petrellis@chime.org. 

Norwalk Hospital Nursing Unit  
Receives National Award 

an Association of Critical-Care Nurses 
ently announced that, for the second time 
, Norwalk Hospital’s critical care unit has 
ociation’s Beacon Award for Critical Care 
 which recognizes the nation's top critical 
 The Norwalk unit is the first in Connecticut 
he award in two consecutive years. 

ry proud that our Critical Care Nursing 
rwalk Hospital has been selected for the 
r in a row to receive the prestigious 
ard,” said Geoffrey Cole, President and 
walk Hospital. "They are outstanding 
who are committed to providing exceptional 
ients and their families.  This national 
gnizes our critical care team for achieving 
 quality outcomes and for being an 
o other critical care units throughout the 

To Celebrate 18-Month Milestone 

esday, June 14, 2006, will mark the 18-
versary and original deadline of the 
 Healthcare Improvement’s (IHI) 100,000 
aign.  In recognition of this milestone, IHI 
a free live webcast on their website 
ihi.org/, of IHI President Dr. Donald 
livering his plenary speech, “Celebrating 
rating Hospital Change,” at the Second 
rnational Summit on Redesigning Hospital 
emarks will focus on the successes of the 
and how the Campaign intends to build 
 successes. 
CHA serves as the IHI-designated state coordinator 
for the Campaign, which was initiated to assist 
hospitals in reducing mortality rates over the 18-
month period from January 2005 to June 2006. 
 
 

Register Now for the CHA Annual Meeting 
 
Don’t miss CHA’s 88th Annual Meeting, the premier 
annual gathering of Connecticut’s healthcare 
leaders.  This year’s meeting will feature a keynote 
address on the current political scene in Washington 
by America’s foremost political commentator and 
columnist, George F. Will. 
 
To register for the Annual Meeting, which is made 
possible in part by the generous support of Platinum 
Sponsor Credit Suisse, visit CHA’s website, or 
contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
bates@chime.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

CHA To Host Joint Commission Program on 
Information Management (IM) Standards 

 
CHA will be hosting a two-day program, The Role of 
Information Management (IM) Standards in 
Supporting Quality of Care, presented by Joint 
Commission Resources (JCR), beginning Tuesday, 
June 27, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 
continuing on June 28 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
The course will demonstrate how the Joint 
Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations (JCAHO) standards can serve as a 
framework to improve information management and 
better support quality of care.  
 
Attendees will examine information management 
and the related National Patient Safety Goals, as 
well as strategies for dealing with compliance 
issues.  Participants will also learn how to determine 
the return on investment from information systems 
and evidence-based medicine in terms of both the 
bottom line and patient safety. 
 
Joint Commission Resources is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians and by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation 
to provide continuing education in nursing. 
 
To register, or for more information on this or any 
other CHA educational program, visit the education 
section of the CHA website or contact Rhonda 
Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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