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State’s Contingent 
Completes Patient 
Safety Training 
Sessions 
 

CMS Official to 
Present Member 
Briefing 
 

CHA Offers 
Educational Program 
on OSHA Compliance 
 

CHA to Hold 86th Annual Meeting 

nvitations have been mailed for CHA’s
6th Annual Meeting, which will be 
eld Tuesday, June 22, 2004, at The 
qua Turf in Southington. 

his year’s keynote speaker is Tucker 
arlson, co-host of Crossfire, CNN’s 
olitical debate program.  Carlson, a 
onservative pundit who also serves 
s a political analyst for CNN, will offer 
 candid up-to-the-minute look at 
olitics and current events. 

n addition, presentations will be made 
or this year’s T. Stewart Hamilton 
ward, the John D. Thompson Award 

or Excellence in the Delivery of 
ealthcare Through the Use of Data, 
nd the Connecticut’s Hospital 
ommunity Service Award (which is 
resented jointly with the state 
epartment of Public Health). 

or more information, contact Rhonda 
ates at (203) 294-7267 or 
ates@chime.org.  

CHA Attends CMS/JCAHO Summit
on Hospital Public Reporting 

HA was one of only a few state 
ospital associations invited to 
articipate Wednesday in a summit on 
ospital public reporting that was jointly 
ponsored by the Centers for Medicare
 Medicaid Services (CMS) and the 
oint Commission on the Accreditation 
f Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO).

arrie Brady, CHA’s Vice President for 
uality and Performance Reporting, 
ttended the summit in Washington, 
D.C., where about 120 healthcare 
leaders from across the country 
discussed current issues, goals for 
public reporting, information 
dissemination, and a variety of other 
topics related to communication 
strategies and messages. 
 
 

Legislature Enacts New 
Adverse Events Reporting System

 
Connecticut legislators have 
fundamentally redesigned the state’s 
adverse event reporting system.  
Public Act 04-164, An Act 
Concerning The Quality Of Health 
Care, effective July 1, 2004, will align 
the state’s adverse event reporting 
requirements with national standards, 
create a repository of information that 
can be used to improve patient safety, 
and ensure that meaningful and 
accurate information about adverse 
events is released to the public. 
 
A front-page article in Sunday’s edition 
of The Hartford Courant (“Legislators 
Loosen Medical Error Law”) and a 
Courant editorial published yesterday 
(“Don’t Hide Hospital Negligence”) 
mischaracterized the new law and all 
but ignored the potential quality 
improvement and patient safety 
benefits of the revised reporting 
system. 
 
Today’s edition of the Courant  
included a letter to the editor from John 
Meehan, President/CEO of Hartford 
Hospital, in response to Sunday’s 
article. (John Meehan’s letter is 
available on the Hartford Courant  
website at www.ctnow.com.)  In 
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addition, a letter to the editor from Jennifer Jackson, 
President and CEO of CHA, affirming CHA’s support 
and appreciation for the new legislation, is awaiting 
publication. 
 
 

State’s Contingent Completes 
Patient Safety Training Sessions 

 
CHA and Department of Public Health (DPH) staff 
members completed the final session of a Patient 
Safety Improvement Corps training program 
conducted jointly by the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Veterans Administration. 
 
CHA Director of Quality Improvement Julie Petrellis 
and Biostatistician Allen Frommelt, and DPH staff 
members Diane Smith and Jon Olson were among 50 
participants from 15 states who attended the last of 
three one-week training sessions in Washington, D.C.  
The final session featured presentations by each state 
team on projects they completed related to patient 
safety issues. 
 
Over the course of the program, which began in 
September 2003, participants received extensive 
training in healthcare failure mode and effects 
analysis, human factor analysis of adverse events, 
and medication errors. 
 
 

CMS Official to Present Member Briefing 
 
Charlotte Yeh, M.D., Region I Administrator for the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), will 
discuss key CMS initiatives related to hospitals at a 
CHA acute care hospital member briefing from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 8, 2004. 
 
Dr. Yeh will share her perspectives on current 
demographic, political, and economic trends affecting 
the healthcare system and discuss how the U.S. 
government is responding to emerging healthcare 
challenges.  She will comment on three areas:  the 
Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 
Modernization Act of 2003; EMTALA; and CMS quality 
initiatives. 

 

The open presentation format of this program will 
provide ample opportunity for questions, answers, 
and discussion. 
 
There is no fee for the program, but registration is 
required.  To register, contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
 
 

CHA Offers Educational Program 
on OSHA Compliance 

 
Protecting Connecticut hospital workers from on-
the-job injuries will be the focus of a CHA 
educational program titled OSHA Compliance: A 
Look at Connecticut Hospital Practices and 
OSHA’s Enforcement Initiative. 
 
For this half-day session, two inspectors from the 
Hartford office of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) will brief hospital 
employers on the programs, procedures, working 
conditions, and hazards that OSHA examines 
during a hospital inspection.  The presentation 
will review actual hospital infractions and 
standards with which hospitals have had the 
most difficulty complying.  Whenever possible, 
pictures of the actual violations will be provided. 
 
OSHA has initiated comprehensive inspections of 
hospitals with higher-than-average lost workday 
rates.  This educational program will help 
hospitals to review, enhance, and improve their 
procedures, programs, and working conditions. 
 
The program, which will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon Friday, June 18, 2004, will cover a 
variety of topics, including respirators and 
tuberculosis, laboratory standards, hazardous 
materials, confined spaces, hazard 
communication, and blood-borne pathogens. 
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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