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Legislative Activity in Hartford 
 
The General Assembly met several times this week to act on bills prior to the end of the 
legislative session on June 3.  On Tuesday, May 19, the Senate amended and referred 
to the Appropriations Committee, SB 1045, An Act Concerning Responsibility For 
Hospital "Never" Events.  As amended, this bill, a priority of Senate leadership, follows 
Medicare’s payment policies as they relate to hospital-acquired conditions.  
Subsequently, the Appropriations Committee met and voted to release this bill, which 
was transmitted to the House for further action.    
 
Additionally on May 19, the Senate passed, in concurrence with the House, HB 6264, 
An Act Concerning State-Wide Health Care Facility Planning, a bill supported by CHA.  
The bill revises the statute concerning the authority of the Office of Health Care Access 
to engage in utilization studies and facility planning.  The bill was transmitted to the 
Governor for consideration.  
 
On Wednesday, May 20, the House amended and passed on a vote of 109-36, HB 
6582, An Act Establishing The Connecticut Healthcare Partnership, championed by 
Speaker Christopher Donovan (D-Meriden).  The bill would authorize the State 
Comptroller to convert the state employees’ health insurance plan to a self-insured plan 
and would allow non-state public employers, municipal employers, small employers, 
and non-profit employers to obtain health insurance through the state insurance pool.  
The bill was transmitted to the Senate for consideration.  The House also amended and 
passed HB 6600, An Act Concerning The Establishment Of The SustiNet Plan. The 
newly drafted bill creates a Board of Directors to make recommendations on the 
establishment and implementation of a SustiNet health plan.  Additionally, on a vote of 23-12, the Senate passed SB 365, An 
Act Concerning Captive Audience Meetings, a bill strongly opposed by CHA.  The bill was transmitted to the House for action.  
 
The House and Senate were still in session at the time of publication.  Any votes on hospital-related bills will be reported in next 
week’s edition of Update.  
 
 

Senator Dodd’s Listening Tour Stops at Griffin Hospital  
 
Senator Christopher Dodd (D-CT), Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (D-3), and Nancy-Ann DeParle, Director of the White House 
Office of Health Reform, held a town hall-style meeting at Griffin Hospital on Saturday, May 16.  The meeting was the fourth 
and final stop on Senator Dodd’s statewide tour to solicit opinions, concerns, and suggestions on ways to reform and improve 
the healthcare delivery system.  Senator Dodd and Congresswoman DeLauro hold key positions and will have direct influence 
on any healthcare reform bill being moved through Congress.  
  
With over 200 people in attendance, the officials were urged to enact a single-payer type system as a means to achieving 
universal health insurance coverage.  In response to questioning, Dodd said that crafting legislation with myriad interests “is not 
easy” and he will work with his colleague in pressing forward with meaningful reform.  

 
 

Quality Improvement Through Data Analysis to be Held on Wednesday, May 27, 2009  
  
Co-sponsored by the Connecticut Association of Healthcare Executives (CAHE), this is the sixth and final session in CHA’s 
popular Quality for Clinical Managers series, designed to help participants understand the basics of statistical process control, 
the difference between common cause and special cause variation, and how to differentiate and interpret run charts, control 
charts, Pareto diagrams, scatter plots, and histograms.  Recognizing that the need to understand and effectively use data is a 
critical skill, this session will focus on how collecting and analyzing data helps healthcare professionals understand operations, 



 

determine the effectiveness of processes and where improvement is needed, and helps guide decision-making. 
  
This cost-effective, half-day program will expand and reinforce the concepts and skills participants have learned in previous 
sessions, with a specific focus on how to use data to drive performance improvement.  The program will be presented by Brian 
Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., Vice President of Quality and Patient Safety for the Connecticut Hospital Association. 
  
The Connecticut Hospital Association is an Approved Provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the Connecticut Nurses’ 
Association, An Accredited Approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (3 contact 
hours). This program is also approved for 3 hours of Category II credit through the American College of Healthcare Executives 
(ACHE), 3 hours from the National Association of Healthcare Quality for CPHQ CE credits, and 3 AMA PRA Category 1 credits 
for physicians from The John D. Thompson Hospice Institute for Education, Training and Research, Inc. 
  
Registration is from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, contact Christine Froias, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at 203-294-7257 or froias@chime.org. 
 
 

Preventing Surgically Related Hospital-Acquired Conditions on Wednesday, June 10, 2009 
 
This economical, half-day program will provide participants with the knowledge and tools needed to address surgically related 
conditions effectively.  The program will be presented by Brian Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., Vice President of Quality and 
Patient Safety for the Connecticut Hospital Association. 
 
Connecticut Hospital Association is an Approved Provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the Connecticut Nurses’ 
Association, an Accredited Approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (3 contact 
hours). This program is also pending approval from the National Association of Healthcare Quality for CPHQ CE credits as well 
as AMA PRA Category 1 credits for physicians from The John D. Thompson Hospice Institute for Education, Training and 
Research, Inc.  
 
Registration is from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  For more information, contact Christine 
Froias, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at 203-294-7257 or froias@chime.org.   
 
 

CHA's Annual Meeting  
 
Come celebrate the many accomplishments of Connecticut hospitals at the 91

st
 CHA Annual Meeting on Tuesday, June 23, 

2009, at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington.  Focusing on the Uncertain Times―Unwavering Commitment theme, attendees will 
have the opportunity to discuss the challenges of the future, while networking with fellow colleagues. 

   
Highlights will also include presentations of the 2009 Connecticut’s Hospital Community Service Award, the 2009 John D. 
Thompson Award for Excellence in the Delivery of Healthcare Through the Use of Data, and the 2009 T. Stewart Hamilton 
Award for Distinguished Service.  In addition, the winners of CHA’s annual “Healthcare Heroes” Contest will be recognized.  
The meeting will also feature the annual business meeting and election of the Board of Trustees. 
 
This year’s keynote speaker is Carl Bernstein, a political analyst for CNN, a contributing editor for Vanity Fair Magazine, and a 
former Washington Bureau Chief and correspondent for ABC news.  Mr. Bernstein has written the definitive accounts of Richard 
Nixon, Pope John Paul II, and Hillary Clinton, and in the early 1970s, Mr. Bernstein and Bob Woodward broke the Watergate 
story for The Washington Post.   
 
For more information, contact Christine Froias at (203) 294-7257 or froias@chime.org. 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

http://170.163.248.189/education_events/occal/register2.asp?eventid=734
mailto:froias@chime.org
mailto:froias@chime.org
mailto:froias@chime.org

