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Special Edition of 
Update Will Announce 
Healthcare Heroes 
Contest Winners 
 

DPH Plans 
Conference for 
Caregivers 
 

CHA Offers Program 
on Establishing 
Mentoring Systems 
 

CHA Holds Panel Discussion 
on Coverage and Access 

part of Connecticut’s observance of 
ional Cover the Uninsured Week, 
te officials and healthcare leaders 
t to discuss healthcare coverage 
 access issues during a panel 

cussion Tuesday at the Legislative 
ice Building in Hartford. 

bert Trefry, President/CEO of 
dgeport Hospital, who moderated 
 discussion, opened the event by 
lcoming participants and providing 
 context for the roundtable discussion
ollow.  He stressed that the U.S. is 
 of the only countries in the 

ustrialized world that does not 
vide healthcare for all its citizens.   

act, nearly 44 million Americans live 
hout health insurance coverage – 
luding 8.5 million children.  In 
nnecticut, approximately 12% – or a 
l of nearly 350,000 of the state’s 
-elderly population (individuals 
er age 65, when eligibility for 

dicare coverage begins) – were 
nsured at some point during 2002, 
resenting a 0.5% increase from the 
vious year.  Of that number, 
roximately 71,000 were children. 

 panelists were Senator Christopher
rphy, Co-Chairperson of the General
embly’s Public Health Committee; 

nator George Gunther, Ranking 
mber of the Public Health Committee;
obert Galvin, M.D., Commissioner 

he Department of Public Health 
H); Cristine Vogel, Commissioner 

he Office of Health Care Access 
CA); Susan Cogswell, Commission-
f the Connecticut Insurance 

partment; Bruce Gould, M.D., 
Associate Dean of Primary Care for 
the University of Connecticut School of 
Medicine; Judy Solomon, Senior Policy 
Fellow at Connecticut Voices for 
Children; Eleanor Seiler, M.D., Senior 
Medical Director for Anthem Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield; Suzette Benn, 
MS, Director of Community Health for 
the Urban League of Greater Hartford; 
and Steve Frayne, CHA’s Vice 
President of  Finance and Insurance 
Services. 
 
Panelists discussed enrollment 
simplification for healthcare coverage, 
school-based outreach efforts, alterna-
tive insurance structures, the need for 
more active collaboration, and the 
importance of statewide health planning.
 
Trefry accepted a citation on behalf of 
all the panelists from Senator Murphy, 
commending the healthcare leaders on 
their commitment to this issue.  The 
program concluded with participants 
signing a pledge to work toward 
improving and increasing coverage 
and access and to “continue the 
dialogue about healthcare coverage 
and access in Connecticut, at both the 
statewide and local level.” 
 
 

Governor Vetoes Malpractice Bill; 
Budget Implementers Enacted 

 
A decision has not been made on 
whether the General Assembly will 
attempt to override Governor John 
Rowland’s veto of the medical 
malpractice bill passed just prior to the 
end of the 2004 legislative session. 
 
House Speaker Moira Lyons said that 
she will make a decision next week on 
whether to attempt an override of 
Public Act 04-155, Substitute House 



 

 
Bill 5669, An Act Concerning Medical Malpractice 
Insurance Reform, a bill that does not include a cap 
on non-economic damage awards.  CHA continues to 
advocate that a cap is a necessary component of 
effective medical liability system reform. 
 
Meanwhile, both the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives passed several implementer bills in a 
special session Tuesday, with the most significant of 
the measures being a provision included in one of the 
bills that prohibits the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) from entering into an agreement with the federal 
government that would effectively turn the Medicaid 
program into a block grant. 
 
Among the bills’ bonding provisions that affect hospitals 
and healthcare are $45 million to the Department of 
Public Health (DPH) for the development of a new 
public health laboratory; $10 million to DPH for the 
purchase and installation of a modular-based portable 
hospital for smallpox preparedness; up to $100 million 
in equipment loans for hospitals, which can include 
building renovations; and up to $1.5 million for the 
establishment of a Captive Insurance Demonstration 
Program Grant Fund, which would provide grants to 
not-for-profit hospitals that establish a captive insurer 
or expand coverage offered by an existing captive to 
provide medical malpractice indemnity or insurance to 
physicians and surgeons at the hospitals.  
 
 

Special Edition of Update Will Announce 
Healthcare Heroes Contest Winners 

 
CHA has published a special Hospital and Healthcare 
Week edition of Update to announce the winners of its 
2004 Healthcare Heroes essay contest.  The special 
edition, which features excerpts from this year’s 10 
winning essays, can be found at www.cthosp.org.  
 
 
Hospital Reporting Tied to Market Basket Update

 
CHA has sent an advisory to its member hospitals to 
inform them of the requirements for data submission to 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). 
 
The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 
Modernization Act of 2003 includes a requirement that 
hospitals submit data on 10 specific measures of care 
for patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI), 
heart failure, and pneumonia in order to receive a full 
market basket update for FY 2005-07.  Those acute 
care hospitals that provide care for patients with AMI, 
heart failure, and pneumonia are expected to collect 
and report the data, beginning with patients 
discharged between January 1, 2004, and March 
31, 2004. 
 
The 10 measures of care are those measures that 
Connecticut hospitals have already been reporting 
to CMS as part of the National Voluntary Hospital 
Reporting Initiative and to DPH for its recent 
Hospital Performance Comparisons report. 
 
For more information, contact Carrie Brady at (203) 
294-7317 or brady@chime.org or Julie Petrellis at 
(203) 294-7319 or petrellis@chime.org. 
 
 

DPH Plans Conference for Caregivers 
 
DPH has scheduled its first Connecticut Caregivers 
Conference for 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19, 2004, at the Cromwell Radisson Hotel and 
Convention Center. 
 
The conference, financed by a number of sponsors 
including Saint Francis Care, is designed to 
recognize the contributions of caregivers to society, 
as well as the significant challenges they face.  The 
conference will bring together family and professional 
caregivers for a day of education and networking, 
with programs on caring for the caregiver, finding 
and embracing humor, financial and legal issues, 
and community resources, among others. 
 
For more information, visit the DPH website at 
www.dph.state.ct.us or call (860) 509-7270. 
 
 

CHA Offers Educational Program 
on Establishing Mentoring Systems 

 
CHA will offer a highly interactive training 
program on how to develop and implement an 
organizational mentoring system. 
 
This hands-on program, which will be held from 
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 15, 2004, 
will help participants design the blueprint for their 
organization’s mentoring program.  Participants 
will learn how to use a formal mentoring approach 
to support retention, diversity, recruiting and 
succession planning, establish strategic goals 
and plans for implementing mentoring, and select 
and match mentors and mentees.   
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  
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