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Lyons To Receive 2006 T. Stewart 
Hamilton Award 

 
CHA will present its 2006 T. Stewart 
Hamilton, M.D. Distinguished Service 
Award to Robert J. Lyons, Jr., at the 
Association’s 88th Annual Meeting on 
Monday, June 19, 2006 at the Aqua 
Turf in Southington. 
 
Appointed to the CHA Board of 
Trustees in 1999, Mr. Lyons was 
elected Treasurer the following year, 
serving in that position for the past six 
years.  Mr. Lyons also chairs the 
Financial Oversight Committee and 
sits on the Diversified Network 
Services (DNS) Board of Directors, 
which oversees CHA's fee-based 
services.   
 

 
Robert Lyons delivering the Treasurer’s 
Report at CHA’s 2005 Annual Meeting 

 
“Bob’s thoughtful, informed 
stewardship and counsel have played 
an enormous part in making CHA what
it is today,” said Jennifer Jackson, 
President and CEO of CHA.  “He 
inspires us to invest ourselves fully in 
everything we do.” 
 
“Bob Lyons’ leadership in strengthening 
CHA financial oversight, planning, and 
controls has been exemplary, and his 
commitment to the organization and its 
governance has been critical to CHA’s 
success,” said Board Chairman Patrick 
Charmel, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Griffin Hospital. 

Constant in his dedication to 
community service, Mr. Lyons, 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
of The Bilco Company (a manufacturing 
firm based in West Haven), has served 
on numerous other boards in the 
Greater New Haven Area, including 
the Gaylord Hospital Board of 
Directors for thirteen of the past 
fourteen years (1992–2003, 2005-
present).   

“His commitment to the mission, 
purpose, and people of Gaylord is 
unwavering,” said James Cullen, 
President and CEO of Gaylord 
Hospital. 

Mr. Lyons chaired Gaylord Hospital’s 
board and its Executive Committee for 
five years (1996-98, 2001-02), and 
currently serves as Chairman of its 
Strategic Options Committee. 
 
 

Middlesex Hospital Wins John D. 
Thompson, Community Service 

Awards 
 
Middlesex Hospital has won both the 
2006 John D. Thompson Award for 
Excellence in the Delivery of 
Healthcare Through the Use of Data 
and the 2006 Connecticut’s Hospital 
Community Service Award, and will be 
honored at CHA’s Annual Meeting next
month. 



 

The John D. Thompson Award, which is awarded by a 
panel of quality experts in a blinded judging process, 
recognizes excellence in the delivery of healthcare 
through the use of data and will be presented to the 
hospital for its Safe Order Program, an initiative that 
has reduced the overall number of medication errors 
by 40%, and has nearly eliminated errors with order 
transcription failure as a root cause. 
 
Middlesex Hospital also will receive the 2006 
Connecticut’s Hospital Community Service Award, 
which is sponsored jointly each year by CHA and the 
Department of Public Health (DPH).  The award 
recognizes the hospital’s chronic disease programs, 
which currently focus on asthma (pediatric and adult), 
diabetes, and heart failure.  The hospital opened Air 
Middlesex, a program focused on adult asthma, in 
1999.  Little Air (for pediatric asthma) and Diabetes 
Care followed in 2001, and the program for heart 
failure was added in 2005.  Together these programs 
have enrolled approximately 1000 individuals, 
providing intensive, face-to-face disease management 
services customized to overcome barriers to care, 
such as lack of insurance coverage and educational/ 
health literacy deficits, and to address complicating 
factors, such as comorbid conditions and 
environmental triggers. 

 
 

Medical Liability Reform Bills 
Defeated in Washington 

 
On Monday, the U.S. Senate failed to garner enough 
support to have a debate on two Republican-
sponsored bills on medical liability reform, effectively 
killing the legislation.  S 22, The Medical Care 
Access Protection Act, would have capped non-
economic damages in medical liability litigation; S 23, 
The Healthy Mothers and Healthy Babies Access 
to Care Act, would have focused reforms specifically 
on cases involving Ob/Gyn services. 
 
CHA faxed a letter on Monday to Senator Joseph 
Lieberman, urging him to support both measures, in 
order to help alleviate the burgeoning cost of medical 
liability insurance for hospitals and physicians.   
 
 

Hospitals, Nurses Celebrated This Week 
 
This week, hospitals across Connecticut and the nation 
joined in celebrating “National Hospital Week” (May 7-
13).  The theme for this year’s celebration has been 
"Where Miracles Happen Every Day."  
Hospitals also celebrated “National Nurses Week” 
(May 6-12), in recognition of the countless 
contributions nurses make every day to their 
communities.   
 
CHA is proud to join in the national celebration of 
hospitals and the millions of nurses and other highly 
skilled and dedicated staff that reflect the theme of 
this year’s Nurses Week: “Strength, Commitment, 
Compassion.” 
 
 

 
 

CCMC Names New CEO 
 
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center (CCMC) 
announced Thursday the selection of Martin J. 
Gavin as its President and Chief Executive Officer 
after a five-month national search.  Mr. Gavin has 
been serving as CCMC’s Interim President and 
CEO since January.  CHA congratulates Mr. Gavin 
on his appointment, and looks forward to continuing 
to work with him in his new position. 
 
 
 
  
CHA To Offer Program on Corporate Compliance
 
CHA, in collaboration with The Connecticut Chapter 
of The Healthcare Financial Management 
Association (HFMA), will offer Perspectives On and 
Practical Approaches To Corporate Compliance on 
Thursday, June 1, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
To register, or for more information on this or any 
other CHA educational program, visit the education 
section of the CHA website or contact Rhonda 
Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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