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2004 Legislative Session 
nds with Hospital Wins on 
ality and Outpatient Surgery 

Facility Legislation 

ecticut hospitals will realize 
icant benefits from a variety of 
tal-related bills approved by the 
ecticut General Assembly before 
004 legislative session ended at 
ght Wednesday.  CHA-supported 
n healthcare quality and 
tient surgery oversight, several 
care workforce-related bills, and 
ate budget all passed. 

onday, by a vote of 145-2, the 
e of Representatives passed SB 
An Act Concerning the Quality 
alth Care, a bill that funda-
ally redesigns the state’s adverse 
 reporting system to allow it to 
ce information that can effectively 
ed to improve patient safety in 
ecticut.    

ill will improve the state’s adverse 
 reporting system by implementing 
ber of changes to the system 
ere recommended by the CHA 
 Committee on Hospital Perfor-
e Reporting and approved by the 
Board of Trustees. The 
rtment of Public Health (DPH) 
ty in Healthcare Advisory 

ittee also endorsed the 
es, which will take effect July 1, 

. 

ill replaces the existing adverse 
 reporting system’s four classes 
ortable events with a list of 27 
table events identified by the 
nal Quality Forum (NQF).  The bill
rovides for the creation of “patient 
 organizations” to collect, analyze, 
isseminate information and 
recommendations designed to improve 
patient safety and the overall quality of 
care. 
 
In addition, SB 566 addresses a key 
concern related to hospital performance 
reporting by allowing for the use of 
hospital-approved policies in lieu of 
individual physician orders for the 
administration of influenza and 
pneumococcal vaccines.  The rate of 
hospital screening and administration 
of pneumonia vaccination is one of the 
10 measures of hospital performance 
that is publicly reported by DPH and 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS), and this legislation 
will remove a regulatory barrier to 
improvement of Connecticut hospitals’ 
rates on this measure.  DPH will adopt 
regulations to implement this change. 
 
Another important CHA-supported bill 
is HB 5531, An Act Concerning 
Regulation Of Outpatient Surgical 
Facilities, which the Senate passed 
unanimously Wednesday night.  This 
bill, which also passed unanimously in 
the House Monday, brings outpatient 
surgical facilities under DPH licensure 
and Office of Health Care Access 
Certificate of Need (CON) jurisdiction 
on a permanent basis. 
 
The bill separates minor office-based 
procedures incidental to a physician's 
practice from surgical procedures 
performed in actual operating rooms 
using significant levels of anesthesia, 
which now will be subject to DPH 
licensure and OHCA regulation. 
 
Other bills passed during the final days 
of the 2004 session include: 
 
• HB 5691, An Act Making Adjust-

ments To The State Budget For 
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The Biennium Ending June 30, 2005, And 
Making Appropriations Therefor, Making 
Deficiency Appropriations For The Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2004, And Making Adjust-
ments To State And Municipal Revenues, is a 
compromise budget bill that reverses many of last 
year’s cuts to the Medicaid, State-Administered 
General Assistance (SAGA), and HUSKY 
programs.  CHA advocated strongly that these 
cuts, which would have had a devastating impact 
on Connecticut’s hospitals and patients, be 
reversed.  Yesterday afternoon, Governor John 
Rowland reversed his position on this year’s 
budget revisions and pledged to sign the bill. 

HB 5669, An Act Concerning Medical 
Malpractice Insurance Reform, is a bill aimed at 
reducing medical malpractice insurance rates.  
Although a significant number of legislators 
ultimately voted for an amendment that was raised 
in the House to impose a cap on non-economic 
damage awards, the final bill that was passed 
does not include a cap.  CHA continues to believe 
that a cap is a necessary component of effective 
reform. 

SB 469, An Act Concerning Mandatory Limits 
on Overtime in Hospitals, is a bill that prohibits 
hospitals from requiring nurses to work in excess 
of a predetermined scheduled work shift, but 
allows hospitals to retain necessary flexibility in 
fulfilling their responsibility to have adequate 
staffing for the delivery of patient care. 

ghtingale Awards Celebrate Connecticut Nurses

ur gala celebrations held simultaneously in New 
ven, Greenwich, Hartford, and New London 
nored more than 300 Connecticut nurses who were 
ognized by the Nightingale Awards Program. 

w in its fourth year, the annual nursing awards 
gram — which was created as a way to promote 

rsing as a career — has evolved into a statewide 
nt that both celebrates and elevates the profession.

Trefry to Lead Discussion on 
Healthcare Coverage and Access Issues 

During Cover the Uninsured Week 

bert Trefry, President/CEO of Bridgeport Hospital, 
l lead CHA’s panel discussion on healthcare 
coverage and access issues from 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. Tuesday, May 11, 2004, at the Legislative 
Office Building. 
 
The discussion will feature participants including 
Senator Christopher Murphy, Co-Chairperson of the 
General Assembly's Public Health Committee; 
Susan Cogswell, Commissioner of the Connecticut 
Insurance Department, J. Robert Galvin, M.D., 
MPH, Commissioner of the Department of Public 
Health; Cristine Vogel, Commissioner of the Office 
of Health Care Access; Judy Solomon, Senior Policy
Fellow at Connecticut Voices For Children; and 
other representatives from the General Assembly, 
insurers, advocacy organizations, and state 
agencies. 
 
CHA is hosting this event during national Cover the 
Uninsured Week, May 10-16, to promote continuing 
dialogue on the subject of healthcare coverage and 
access for Connecticut residents. 
 
For more information, contact Ken Roberts at (203) 
294-7213 or robertsk@chime.org. 
 
 
CHA Offers Teleclass Series on Health Literacy

 
CHA will conduct an educational series by 
telephone on health literacy, offering tips, tools, 
and strategies to communicate more effectively 
with patients of varying literacy or language ability.   
 
The four-part series, Health Literacy:  Strategies 
for Educating and Communicating with Patients, 
will begin with a teleclass session from 12:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 2, 2004, and 
continue for three consecutive Wednesdays, also 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Each teleclass has been approved for 1.5 hours 
of continuing nursing education, or contact hours.  
CHA, through its affiliate, the Connecticut 
Healthcare Research and Education Foundation 
(CHREF), is an approved provider of continuing 
nursing education by the Connecticut Nurses’ 
Association (an accredited approver of the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation). 
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  

mailto:robertsk@chime.org
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