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Bills on State Budget, Medical 
iability, Adverse Event Reporting 
System Move Toward Approval 

veral bills of critical significance to 
nnecticut’s hospitals moved forward
the General Assembly this week, 
luding a budget bill, a medical 
lpractice bill, and a bill that 

proves the state’s adverse event 
orting system. 

rly this morning, the Democrat-
ntrolled House of Representatives 
proved a compromise budget bill 
t would reverse many of last    

ar’s cuts to the Medicaid, State-
ministered General Assistance 
AGA), and HUSKY programs. 

e bill has now gone to the Senate, 
ich is expected to take up the bill 
s afternoon, while Governor John 
wland – who previously promised to 
to any bill containing changes to the 
dget agreement reached last year – 
s not commented on the House’s 
mpromise bill. 

te Monday, the House of Represen-
ives approved HB 5669, An Act 
ncerning Medical Malpractice 
urance Reform, a complex bill 
ed at reducing medical malpractice 

urance rates.  This bill does not 
lude any cap on jury awards for 
n-economic damages, a measure 
t CHA continues to believe is a 

cessary component of effective 
orm. 

wmakers defeated a CHA-endorsed 
endment (81-63) to enact a 
$350,000 cap on non-economic 
damages per physician per claim and 
a $650,000 cap on hospital damages 
per claim.  In cases of gross, willful, or 
wanton misconduct, the non-economic 
damages would have been tripled.  
The six-hour debate on medical liability
system reform at the Capitol ended 
shortly after 11:00 p.m., when the 
House voted 117-27 in favor of the bill.
 
HB 5669 now moves to the Democrat-
controlled Senate for further action, 
while the Governor has pledged to 
veto any malpractice bill that does not 
include a cap. 
 
Late Wednesday night, the Senate 
unanimously passed SB 566, An Act 
Concerning the Quality of Health 
Care, a bill that would improve the 
state’s adverse event reporting system, 
which includes several important 
patient safety initiatives incorporated in 
CHA’s 2004 Legislative Agenda. 
 
This bill revises the law requiring 
hospitals and outpatient surgical 
facilities to report adverse events to 
the Department of Public Health 
(DPH).  The bill replaces the existing 
adverse event classification reporting 
system with a list of reportable events 
identified by the National Quality 
Forum (NQF) and provides for the 
creation of ”patient safety organizations”
that would  collect, analyze, and 
disseminate information and recom-
mendations designed to improve patient 
safety and the overall quality of care. 
 
The House is expected to vote on SB 
566 next week. 

 

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/2004 Legislative Agenda.pdf


 
Legisl
officia
CHA’s
and ac
May 1
 
CHA i
Unins
dialog
acces
 
For m
294-7
 
 

 
A reco
28, 20
the Ge
tives J
and Le
 
The e
Conne
collabo
(CNA)
the nu
 
The F
statew
range 
ment. 
Conne
Assoc
prepa
 
 

 
The C
(CMS)
April 2
the fed
of per
quality
 
Region
office 
 
A pan
consu
at the 
of mor
 

Legislative Leaders, Hospital Officials 
to Participate in Roundtable Discussion 

During Cover the Uninsured Week 

ative leaders, community leaders, hospital 
ls, and key agency heads will participate in 
 roundtable discussion on healthcare coverage 
cess issues from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, 

1, at the Legislative Office Building. 

s hosting this event during national “Cover the 
ured Week,” May 10-16, to promote continuing 
ue on the subject of healthcare coverage and 
s for Connecticut residents. 

ore information, contact Ken Roberts at (203) 
213 or robertsk@chime.org.  

Event Recognizes Nurse Legislators 
for Their Leadership 

gnition ceremony was held Wednesday, April 
04, at the Capitol to honor the five members of 
neral Assembly who are nurses:  Representa-
acqueline Cocco, Peggy Sayers, Peter Tercyak, 
nny Winkler and Senator Melodie Peters. 

vent, hosted by the Future of Nursing in 
cticut’s Leadership and Policy Work Group in 
ration with the Connecticut Nurses’ Association 

, honored the legislators for their efforts to support 
rsing profession. 

uture of Nursing in Connecticut project is a 
ide collaborative of nurses representing a broad 
of practitioners in education, service, and govern-
 CHA has worked with the Future of Nursing in 
cticut project and the Connecticut Nurses’ 
iation on a variety of initiatives to strengthen and 
re the nursing profession for the future.    

CMS Holds “Listening Session”  
On Performance Measures 

enters for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
 held the first of five “listening sessions” Tuesday, 
7, 2004, in Boston to discuss the next steps in 
eral agency’s development of an expanded set 

formance measures for public reporting on the 
 of hospital care. 

al Administrator Charlotte Yeh of the CMS Boston 
gave the introductory remarks at the program. 

el representing a cross-section of healthcare 
mers, payers, providers, and health plans spoke 
session, gathering feedback from an audience 
e than 100 people on how CMS should prioritize 
the areas for public reporting and whether the 
agency should emphasize processes or outcomes 
for performance reporting. 
 
Carrie Brady, CHA’s Vice President for Patient Care 
and Regulatory Services, and Julie Petrellis, Director 
of Quality Improvement, attended the program.  
CHA will continue to provide feedback to CMS on 
these issues as part of Connecticut’s special project 
with CMS to align state and national reporting efforts. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
CHA’s 86th Annual Meeting will be held Tuesday, 
June 22, 2004, at Aqua Turf in Southington. 
 
This year’s keynote speaker is Tucker Carlson, co-
host of Crossfire, CNN’s political debate program. 
 
For more information, contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  
 
 

CHA to Create “Virtual” Trade Show 
 
CHA will launch a new section of its website in May 
that will serve as a “virtual” trade show featuring the 
100 exhibitors who had booths at yesterday’s CHA 
Healthcare 2004 trade show. 
 
Visitors to the website will see a list of exhibitors, 
with links to individual pages featuring photos of 
each exhibitor’s booth and profiles of their 
companies. 
 
For more information on the Trade Show, contact 
Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org
or visit CHA’s website at www.cthosp.org 
 
 

CHA to Offer Program on Strategic Thinking 
 

An educational program has been planned on the 
various skills needed for sound strategic thinking, 
including formulating questions, gathering 
strategic intelligence, and planning options and 
organizational changes. 
 
The program, The Power of Strategic Thinking, 
will be held from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19, 2004.  Other topics to be covered 
include analysis of changes in technology, 
markets, society, and the law; creating and 
forecasting the likelihood of options; and critical 
thinking. 
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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