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Tobin Recognized as  
Grassroots Champion 

erican Hospital Association 
 in partnership with CHA, has 
 John H. Tobin, D.Man, 
nt/CEO, Waterbury Hospital, as

the winners of the first annual 
ship for Action Grassroots 
ion Award.     

ard recognizes one hospital 
from each state (as nominated 
 respective state hospital 
tion) who most effectively 

es elected officials on how 
ssues affect the hospital’s vital 
the community, has done an 
lary job in broadening the base 
munity support for the hospital, 
 tireless advocate for the 
l and its patients.  

 

bin exemplifies all aspects of an 
rassroots Champion,” said 
r Jackson, CHA President and 
“Dr. Tobin truly understands the 
of grassroots advocacy to effect 
 change, and his unfailing 

 and support on a host of issues 
de an inestimable contribution 
thcare in Connecticut.” 
This year’s winners will be recognized 
at a special “Breakfast of Grassroots 
Champions” at the AHA Annual 
Membership Meeting in Washington 
next week. 
 
 

Legislative Update 
 
As the close of the 2006 Regular 
Session of the General Assembly 
approaches, the legislative leadership 
and Governor Rell, through the Chairs 
of the Appropriations Committee and 
the Secretary of the Office of Policy 
and Management (OPM), appear to be
close to reaching a budget agreement, 
the details of which will not become 
public until the legislative leadership 
consults with the members of their 
respective caucuses. 
 
Throughout the last several weeks, 
negotiations have been centered on 
the increased spending proposed by 
the Appropriations Committee over 
that proposed by the Governor in her 
budget, as well as identifying mutually 
agreeable savings to close the gap.  
CHA anticipates announcement of a 
final budget agreement before the end 
of session next Wednesday.  
 
The General Assembly is also due to 
take final action on a number of bills of 
importance to hospitals, including SB 
160, An Act Concerning Hospital 
Acquired Infections.  This week, the 
Senate passed a significantly modified 
and improved version of SB 160 for 
consideration by the House. 
 
At the federal level, Congresswoman 
Nancy Johnson convened a meeting 
this week with CHA staff and two key 
players in reimbursement policy:   
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 Herb Kuhn, Director of the Center for Medicare 
Management of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS); and Mark Miller, Executive 
Director of MedPAC.  Discussion focused on the 
decade-long underfunding of Connecticut, relative to 
the nation, and the desperate need for improved 
reimbursement from Medicare. 
 
This meeting provided CHA with a unique and 
collaborative opportunity to have meaningful dialogue 
with CMS and MedPAC. CHA appreciates 
Congresswoman Johnson’s efforts on behalf of 
Connecticut hospitals. 
 
 

TEIC Member Hospitals Test Web Tool 
 
Last week, participating hospitals began testing the 
Toward Excellence in Care (TEIC) program’s new 
WebCare data abstraction and reporting tool.  The 
new tool is designed to facilitate collection, analysis, 
and transmission of core measures data from 
participating hospitals to TEIC, a CHA affiliate, which 
in turn submits the data to the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) 
and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) to meet public reporting requirements. 
 
Phase I of the beta test focuses on the data entry and
data upload functions.  Testing of the algorithm and 
reporting functions will follow in a Phase II beta test.   
 
For more information about TEIC, contact Julie 
Petrellis at (203) 294-7319 or petrellis@chime.org.  
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CHA To Offer Program on Surgical Care 
Improvement Project 

gical care can be improved through adherence 
vidence-based practice recommendations, and 
esigning systems of care with multiple 
guards. A number of projects have shown that 

pital implementation of evidence-based practices
 have a significant impact in reducing surgical 
plications. 

 has developed a full-day educational program 
ne such project – SCIP: The Surgical Care 

rovement Project – to be held on Tuesday, May 
2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (8:30 
stration). 

 program, jointly offered with Qualidigm, will start
 an overview, followed by presentations on 
cessful implementation of SCIP evidence-based 
tices in each of four target areas: 

rgical Site Infections 
verse Cardiac Events 
ep Vein Thrombosis (DVT) 
stoperative Pneumonia 

 program is broadly applicable to hospitals 
king to improve surgical care, whether or not the 
pital is planning to participate in SCIP or collect 
P data. 

egister, or for more information on this or any 
r CHA educational program, visit the education 

tion of the CHA website or contact Rhonda 
s at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
CHA To Offer Program on Frontline Training in Patient Safety 

ager’s Guide to Training Frontline Staff in Patient Safety on Wednesday, May 17, 
 to 3:30 p.m. (8:30 registration) 

over simple methods for applying error proofing principles at the frontlines of healthcare 
s will learn how to coach caregivers in proven patient safety solutions to reduce human 
fing principles will be explored along with a variety of examples showing how these 
ught to caregivers in all aspects of patient care delivery.  

ore information on this or any other CHA educational program, visit the education 
ebsite or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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