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Save the Date! 
CHA Nurse Manager 
Leadership Academy  
velops and Strengthens 

Leadership Skills 

g leadership at the frontline 
 manager level in hospitals 
ential to patient care quality, 
etention, and other factors.  
member Patient Care 
utives and Human 
urces Executives have 
ssed that the development 
rganizational support of 
duals in this role is critical to 
chievement of hospital 
gic goals.  These groups 
also discussed succession 
ing, and the fact that 
tals must be prepared to 
ce seasoned managers as 
boomers retire.  

urse Manager Leadership 
emy (NMLA), a six-day 
e offered over four months, 
igned to develop new and 
ng nurse managers, and to 
t hospitals in strengthening 
ills of these key members of 

leadership teams.  The 
e is based on the American 
nization of Nurse Executives' 
 Manager Leadership 

borative Domain Framework,
as structured with input 

CHA member Patient Care 
utives.  

 participants have offered 
ve feedback thus far, 
ding to Liz Beaudin, CHA 
tor, Nursing and Workforce 
ives.  “Perhaps one of the 
illustrative comments about 
rogram came during a 
ssion on the difference 
between management and 
leadership, led by Jo Manion, a 
nationally known speaker on 
healthcare leadership.  A 
participant expressed that sending 
nurse managers to the NMLA for 
learning and development was 
clearly a leadership action on the 
part of their organizations,” Beaudin 
said. 
 
The NMLA continues through 
Monday, May 12, 2008, and 
Tuesday, May 13; all sessions are 
held at CHA.  Click here for a full 
program overview. 

 
 

This Week at the Capitol 
 
The Joint Favorable (JF) deadline 
has passed for two powerful 
legislative committees with 
jurisdiction over many bills of 
interest to CHA.  On Tuesday, April 
1, 2008, the Appropriations 
Committee met and released a 
number of bills, including a 
deficiency appropriation of $21.9 
million to the UCONN Health 
Center.  The Finance, Revenue and 
Bonding Committee met on 
Wednesday, April 2, to release 
several bills prior to its April 3 JF 
deadline. 
 
Other meetings at the Capitol on 
Thursday included a HealthFirst CT 
Authority meeting, House and 
Senate sessions, and a State-wide 
Primary Care Access Authority 
meeting.  
 
There will now be a shift in action 
from committee meetings.  All 
committees will have met their JF 
deadline by April 3, at which time 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/pdfbrochures/NMLABrochure.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

they are required to take action on bills 
originated in their committee.  Legislative 
activity will now center around House 
and Senate debate on bills approved by 
various legislative committees.  Both 
chambers are expected to start debate 
on the fiscal year 2009 budget after April 
15, once they receive the state personal 
income tax revenue numbers.  The 2008 
legislative session ends on Wednesday, 
May 7, 2008.  

 
 

Discount on MRSA Reagent Tests 
Available Through CHA 

 
In response to numerous inquiries about 
cost and availability, CHA has been able 
to secure the lowest available pricing 
from a leading vendor of MRSA reagent 
tests.  These tests have been discussed 
on various listservs and by MDRO 
Collaborative participants.  While many 
hospitals may already have agreements 
in place for these items, all hospitals may
take advantage of the discounted pricing 
offered through CHA's group purchasing 
arm, the CHA Shared Services Program 
(CHA SSP).  
 
The vendor, Cepheid, is one of two 
companies providing rapid genetic 
testing for MRSA.  CHA has secured the 
company's most favorable pricing for its 
GeneXpert testing instruments and Xpert 
MRSA test kits.  The agreement offers 
two acquisition options designed to 
accommodate the different needs of 
CHA SSP members: capital purchase of 
the GeneXpert (GX) testing instrument 
combined with the purchase of Xpert 
MRSA reagent test kits, and bundled 
per-test pricing for Xpert MRSA reagent 
test kits and rental of testing instruments.
 
This agreement is an opportunity for 
Connecticut hospitals to take advantage 
of exceptional pricing for this product.  
For more details about the agreement, 
please contact Bonnie Rose, CHA SSP, 
at 203-294-7391.    
 
CHA Holds HIPAA Security  

Member Briefing 
 
On Wednesday, March 26, 2008, CHA 
held a member briefing on HIPAA 
security.  Program speakers explained 
the new emphasis being placed on 
HIPAA compliance by federal 
regulators, including the Office of the 
Inspector General and CMS.  Recent 
government investigations and audits 
make it important for hospitals to take a 
fresh look at their HIPAA security and 
HIPAA privacy implementation 
strategies.  Attendees had the 
opportunity to discuss many of the 
technical challenges and solutions 
facing hospitals with a panel of experts.
 
Speakers for the program included 
Jennifer L. Cox, Cox and Osowiecki, 
LLC; Helen Hadley, President, 
VantagePoint Healthcare Advisors; and 
Kyle Homstead, President and CEO, 
Precipio Technologies, Inc. 
 

 
Save the Date! 

 
Human Resources and 

Workforce Planning for a 
Potential Bird Flu Pandemic -  

A Live Webinar 
 
On Thursday, April 24, 2008, from 2:30 
p.m. - 4:00 p.m., there will be a live 
webinar on the H5N1 virus and its 
potential impact on the hospital 
workforce.  Webinars are Web-based 
seminars presented at your facility by 
using a telephone and the Internet.  An 
unlimited number of organizations staff 
members may attend, as long as there 
is only one incoming call to the 
conference; using a speakerphone and 
computer projector can accommodate 
a number of staff.  Handouts will be e-
mailed in advance. 
 
Advance registration is required by the 
Thursday, April 17 deadline.  For more 



 

 

 

information, contact Susan Distasio at 
(203) 294-7257 or distasio@chime.org.  
To register, click here. 
 

 
Connecticut Building Codes  

and Regulations for  
Healthcare Facilities 

 
On Monday, April 28, 2008, CHA will host 
Connecticut Building Codes and 
Regulations for Healthcare Facilities from 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.; registration begins 
at 8:30 a.m.  The code development and 
enforcement process will be thoroughly 
explained to present an overall perspective 
of building owner responsibilities and 
liabilities in the cases of new buildings, 
changes of use to existing buildings, 
alterations, additions, or repairs in existing 
buildings, and requirements for existing 
buildings with no proposed construction or 
changes in use.  Healthcare regulations 
and additional reference standards, and 
their relationship to the state codes, will 
also be reviewed and discussed. 
 
Chief operating officers, facility managers, 
and executive engineers would benefit 
from attending this highly informative and 
detailed program. 
 
For more information, contact Susan 
Distasio at (203) 294-7257 or 
distasio@chime.org. To register, click 
here.

 
 

2008 Corporate Compliance 
Conference 

 
The 2008 Corporate Compliance 
Conference will be held on Tuesday, April 
29, 2008, at CHA from 8:45 a.m. - 3:45 
p.m.  Joseph W. Martini and James I. 
Glasser, Wiggin and Dana, will open the 
program with Responding To Federal 
Criminal Investigations: Lack of 
Preparation Is Not An Option, discussing 
the importance of knowing how to respond 
to a federal criminal or civil investigation in 
the healthcare industry.  Even the most 
compliance conscious must be prepared 
for the challenge, including preparation for
search warrants, properly conducting an 
internal investigation, and dealing with 
federal agents and prosecutors. 
 
Other sessions and speakers for this 
conference include:  
 
Medicare’s “Present on Admission” 
Requirements and Never Events – Risk 
Factors and Other Implications, with 
Patrick J. Monahan and Debra A. 
Silverman, Garfunkel, Wild & Travis P.C.  
 
ED Call Coverage/EMTALA, presented by 
Paul E. Knag and Kennedy H. Hudner, 
Murtha Cullina.  
 
Ready or Not – Here it Comes: Current 
Enforcement Topics and Activity, with 
Steven J. Chananie, Garfunkel, Wild & 
Travis P.C.  
 
IRS Form 990 – Schedule H Overview, 
presented by Keith Hearle, Verité 
Healthcare Consulting.  
 
Panel Discussion: Improving Internal 
Response to Audit and Compliance 
Situations, with local attorneys, financial 
managers, and in-house compliance 
professionals from Connecticut acute care
hospitals.  
 
For more information, contact Susan 
Distasio at (203) 294-7257 or 
distasio@chime.org. To register, click 
here.  
 
 

CHA's Annual Meeting
   
CHA's Annual Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, June 17, 2008, at the Aqua Turf 
Club.  Entertainment will be provided by 
the Capitol Steps.  For more information, 
contact Susan Distasio at (203) 294-7257 
or distasio@chime.org. 

http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_calendar.asp?month=4&year=2008
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/register2.asp?eventid=594
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/register2.asp?eventid=594
mailto:distasio@chime.org

