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Senate President 
resses Hospital CEOs 

 to Connecticut hospital 
esday, Senate President Pro 
Kevin Sullivan outlined a 
f key legislative issues 
the state’s hospitals. 

t Hartford Democrat was the 
aker at a meeting of CHA's 
m, a group comprising the 
utive officers of Connecticut’s 

ofit acute-care hospitals.  

 comments focused on the 
 contributions of hospitals to 
munities, the quest for fair 
uate reimbursement for 
ervices, and the medical 
isis. 

cknowledged the significant 
ons hospitals make, both as 
e providers and as major 
s and economic engines in 
munities.  Sullivan also said 
s fellow legislators 
ed the involvement of hospital
the legislative process, noting 
ialogue between hospitals 
eneral Assembly has 

 in recent years. 

g the current debate at the 
er the medical liability crisis, 
peculated that the legislature 
 pass a reform measure 
s session. 
 
DPH Issues Adverse Event Report

 
The Department of Public Health 
(DPH) has issued its annual report to 
the General Assembly on the adverse 
event reporting system. 
 
The report, which is available online at 
www.dph.state.ct.us, includes several 
recommendations for improving the 
reporting system that were proposed 
by the DPH Quality in Health Care 
Advisory Committee.  These 
recommendations include the adoption
of a standardized list of the events to 
be reported that was developed by the 
National Quality Forum (NQF); 
extending the timelines for reporting; 
and enabling hospitals to confidentially
share information with public or private
organizations dedicated to improving 
patient safety. 
 
Additional information on the adverse 
event reporting system, including 
CHA’s position statement and a 
consumer overview are available 
online at the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org.  
 
 

Zaccagnino Chairs 
NCQHC Annual Meeting 

 
Joseph Zaccagnino, President and 
CEO of Yale-New Haven Hospital and 
Chairman of the National Committee 
for Quality Health Care (NCQHC), 
presided over the committee’s Annual 

http://www.dph.state.ct.us/Agency_News/2004ADVERSE EVENTREPORT.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Quality_Patient_Safety.html


 

 
Meeting last week in Washington, D.C. 
 
CHA Director of Quality Improvement Julie Petrellis 
was among the attendees at the meeting.  The main 
theme for the conference, which attracted participants 
from a variety of public and private companies, was 
“The Business Case for Quality."  
 
Representatives of hospitals, health systems, health 
plans, consulting firms, pharmaceutical companies, 
and medical suppliers all gathered to discuss this topic 
from several perspectives. 
 
U.S. Representative Patrick Kennedy of Rhode Island 
discussed legislative initiatives and solicited input on 
legislation he is planning to write on the creation of a 
national healthcare information infrastructure. 
 
 

Exhibitor List Available on CHA Website 
 
More than 100 exhibitors will participate in CHA’s 
Healthcare 2004 Trade Show at the end of this 
month, and a list of those companies is available on 
CHA’s website at www.cthosp.org.  
 
The trade show – which will be held Thursday, April 
29, 2004, at Mountainside, a resort facility located a 
few minutes away from CHA’s office in Wallingford 
– will showcase products, services, and equipment 
for the healthcare industry. 
 
Admission to this free event will be restricted to 
healthcare professionals. Advance registration is 
requested. 
 
For more information or to register, please contact 
Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
bates@chime.org.  

 
 

Materials Distributed for 2004 CHA Awards 
 
Award entry materials for the T. Stewart Hamilton 
Award, the John D. Thompson Award for Excellence 
in the Delivery of Healthcare Through the Use of Data, 
and the Connecticut’s Hospital Community Service 
Award (presented jointly with the Department of Public 
Health) were distributed to CHA hospital members this 
week. 
 
The entry deadline for the three awards, which will be 
presented at CHA’s 86th Annual Meeting in June, is 
Friday, April 30, 2004. 

 

For more information on the awards or additional 
copies of award materials, contact Ken Roberts at 
(203) 294-7213 or robertsk@chime.org. 
 
 

Connecticut Lawmakers Consider 
Letter to Ridge on Canadian Nurses 

 
CHA has prepared a letter for the members of 
Connecticut’s Congressional delegation to send to 
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge to ask for 
an extension in the rule regulating the status of 
Canadian nurses working in the U.S. 
 
The new rule, which takes effect in June, will restrict 
the employment eligibility of qualified and properly 
licensed non-immigrant healthcare workers, 
including Canadian nurses currently working in 
Connecticut and at least 10 other states.  CHA’s 
letter, which the Connecticut members of the U.S. 
Congress are currently reviewing, asks for an 18-
month extension of the rule’s implementation date. 
 
The new rule would impose additional and 
redundant requirements on nurses, including a 
lengthy screening and certification process.  In the 
face of the nursing shortage, Connecticut hospitals 
cannot afford to lose the Canadian nurses currently 
practicing in the state. 
 
 

National Experts to Discuss ED Overcrowding 
 
National healthcare experts, including several 
practicing emergency department (ED) physicians, 
will share insights and best practices aimed at 
resolving ED overcrowding issues in an upcoming 
CHA educational program. 
 
Overcoming the Challenge of Emergency 
Department Crowding, to be held from 9:00 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 20, 2004, will include 
presentations on ED length of stay, information 
systems, and the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 
(JCAHO) ED overcrowding standards, as well as 
several other topics.  The program is designed for 
ED leadership and staff, as well as senior hospital 
executives. 
 
For more information, visit the CHA website at 
www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 
294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  
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