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CHA also submitted testimony to the 
Public Health Committee in support of 
HB 6970, An Act Concerning Colla-
borative Drug Therapy Management 
Agreements Between Physicians 
And Pharmacists, which would allow 
hospitals to implement collaborative 
practice arrangements in the outpatient 
setting between physicians and 
pharmacists in order to provide 
services to patients with specified 
chronic conditions, including diabetes, 
asthma, and hypertension.   
 
Pat Monahan, CHA General Counsel 
and Vice President, Patient Care 
Regulation, presented testimony before 
the committee on SB 1333, An Act 
Concerning Medical Malpractice 
Reform.  Monahan testified about the 
impact of increasing malpractice 
insurance premiums on hospitals and 
physicians.  Yale New Haven Health 
System also submitted testimony.   
 
J. Kevin Kinsella, Vice President, 
Hartford Hospital, provided testimony 
to the committee in opposition SB 
1239, An Act Concerning Collabor-
ative Treatment Plans For Persons 
With Psychiatric Disabilities, which 
would create obstacles to the psychiatric
treatment planning process.  CHA 
submitted testimony opposing this bill.
 
Also Monday, CHA submitted 
testimony to the Judiciary Committee 
on HB 6974, An Act Concerning The 
Collection And Analysis Of Forensic 
Evidence And The Review Of 
Wrongful Arrests.  CHA requested 
that the language of the bill be modified 
to state that the maximum reimburse-
ment to hospitals shall in no case be 
less than the cost to perform the services.
 
CHA also submitted testimony on HB 
6887, An Act Concerning Investiga-
tive Subpoenas.  CHA opposed 
certain provisions of this bill because 
they do not fully account for existing 
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state or federal law protections relating to medical 
records.   
 
On Thursday, the Human Services Committee passed 
SB 1323, An Act Concerning The Administration 
Of The Husky Plan, Part A And Part B, and HB 
6927, An Act Concerning Restoration Of Services 
Available Under The State-Administered General 
Assistance (SAGA) Program, referring both bills to 
the Appropriations Committee.  Last fall, CHA joined a 
broad coalition of providers and patient advocates in 
urging legislative support of the expansion of the 
HUSKY program and restoration of needed funding 
and services to the SAGA program, which these bills 
would provide.  In addition, the Human Services 
Committee deleted provisions harmful to hospitals 
from HB 6688, An Act Implementing The Governor’s 
Budget Recommendations With Respect To Social 
Services Programs, including the provision that 
delayed the increases in hospital inpatient rates and 
made various funding reductions in the Medicaid 
program.   
 
CHA will continue its advocacy with the committee as 
part of its efforts to protect healthcare coverage and 
access for Connecticut’s most vulnerable citizens, and 
will continue to advocate for fair, adequate and timely 
hospital reimbursement as the budget deliberations 
continue in the Appropriations Committee following the 
end of the legislative session’s public hearing phase. 
 
 

CMS Launches “Hospital Compare” Website 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) today announced the launch of its new 
“Hospital Compare” consumer website at a national 
conference of healthcare journalists. 
 
The website includes six months of hospital performance
data (January - June 2004) for 10 clinical measures 
related to care for heart attack, heart failure, and 
pneumonia that Connecticut hospitals have been 
releasing to CMS for more than a year.  The website 
also includes seven new performance measures, 
although not all of the 4,200 participating hospitals 
nationwide will have data displayed for all of these 
measures. 
 
Connecticut hospitals’ performance compares very 
favorably with hospitals around the country, ranking in 
the top 10 among states on 14 of the 17 measures 
reported on the Hospital Compare website.  For two of 
the measures – initial heart function and breathing 
assessment – Connecticut is #1 in the country.   
 
“Connecticut hospitals are committed to public 
accountability and to providing the highest quality 
healthcare to every patient,” said Jennifer Jackson, 
CHA President and CEO.  “That commitment is 
evidenced not only by Connecticut hospitals’ 
performance on the measures, but also Connecticut 
hospitals’ leadership in making the data available on 
the CHA website since last spring, a year before the 
launch of Hospital Compare.”  
 
Connecticut’s not-for-profit acute care hospitals 
have committed to updating the CHA website 
quarterly so consumers will have access to the most 
recent hospital performance information before it 
appears on Hospital Compare.  Earlier this week, 
CHA updated the Hospital Performance Reporting 
section of its website with July - September 2004 
data for all of its adult acute care member hospitals.
 
 

CHA Publishes Fact Sheet On ICDs 
 
ChimeData, CHA’s data collection and analysis 
affiliate, has published a new Fact Sheet on 
implantable cardioverter defibrillators (ICDs),  
pacemaker-like devices that are inserted into the 
chest to treat certain cardiac conditions.  The 
newest ChimeData Fact Sheet describes ICDs, 
traces their broadening therapeutic acceptance and 
increasing utilization in Connecticut patients, and 
describes some of the implications of these trends 
for the state’s acute care hospitals. 
 
 

CHA To Offer Program On Clinical COEs 
 

Strong clinical programs form the backbone of a 
successful healthcare organization, and establish-
ing centers of excellence (COEs) is at the forefront 
of competitive strategy for many hospitals and 
health systems.  To provide its members with tools 
they need to create and sustain clinical COEs, 
CHA will offer Advancing Clinical Centers of 
Excellence from 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 19, 2005. 
 

This program will discuss how to position an 
organization’s portfolio of clinical programs with 
particular attention to how competitive strategies 
can and should differ by program.  The program 
will reach beyond planning methodology and 
clinical program planning theory to focus on the 
strategy itself, and will use a case study approach 
to delve into ways to stay focused on the most 
critical strategic questions for each particular 
program, which can streamline the path to 
implementation. 
 

To register, or for more information on this program, 
visit the education section of the CHA website or 
contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
bates@chime.org.  
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