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March 31, 2006

 
CHA Advocates for 
Effective Public 
Reporting 
 
CHA Seeks Entries for 
Annual Awards, Essay 
Contest 
 
 

Governor Rell Meets With Hospital 
Executives 

 
Governor M. Jodi Rell met with Chief 
Executive Officers and other senior 
representatives from Connecticut 
hospitals at CHA on Tuesday to 
discuss issues of concern to hospitals.  
Governor Rell expressed appreciation 
for the contributions hospitals make to 
Connecticut’s quality of life and 
economy, and she made special note 
of the value of Connecticut hospitals' 
public reporting initiatives.  Department 
of Public Health Commissioner J. 
Robert Galvin, M.D., accompanied 
Governor Rell to the meeting, which 
included discussion of ways to improve 
the hospital reimbursement system, 
lower the number of uninsured in 
Connecticut, and create an effective 
partnership between hospitals and 
DPH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appropriations Committee Budget 

Includes Increases to Hospital 
Funding 

 
Yesterday the Appropriations 
Committee, on a 33-18 party-line vote, 
approved its mid-term budget 
proposal.  The Democrats’ $16.2 billion

  

Governor Rell attends CHA CEO Forum with 
Hartford Hospital President/CEO John Meehan, and 
CHA President and CEO Jennifer Jackson.
budget proposal increases spending 
over Governor Rell’s proposal by $111 
million.  The budget appropriates 
additional funds in this fiscal year out 
of the anticipated surplus and exceeds 
the spending cap in the amount of 
$531.4 million.  Use of any funds 
above the spending cap requires 
approval by Governor Rell and a three-
fifths majority vote by the General 
Assembly.  
 
The Committee increased funding to 
hospitals over what was proposed by 
Governor Rell, providing minimal 
increases to Medicaid rates, the Urban 
DSH Pool, and State-Administered 
General Assistance (SAGA).  In 
addition, the Committee restored 
continuous eligibility and self-
declaration under the HUSKY 
program, and provided $5 million in 
one-time energy aid to hospitals (the 
energy aid provision as written 
includes a condition that hospitals 
must provide full pharmaceutical 
services to victims of rape to be 
eligible for energy aid). 
 
On Monday, CHA and a coalition of 60 
other organizations sent a letter urging 
members of the Appropriations 
Committee to strengthen and restore 
the SAGA and HUSKY programs.  
While CHA is pleased that the Chairs 
of the Appropriations Committee 
increased funding over what was 
provided in the Governor’s proposal, it 
is disappointing that hospitals were not
made a higher priority. 
 
CHA expects that in order to reach a 
budget agreement, legislators will 
agree to reductions to the proposed 
Appropriations Committee budget, 
including cuts to proposed hospital 
funding.  In consultation with the CHA 
Board of Trustees and its Committee 

http://www.cthosp.org/InfoCtr/documents/CoalitionLetter_Med-SAGAMarch06.pdf
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 on Government, CHA will be developing an advocacy 
strategy for the remaining weeks of the session, in an 
effort to improve hospital funding and ensure that the 
Appropriations Committee allocations are not reduced.

 
 
CHA Advocates for Effective Public Reporting 
 
CHA has been working with state lawmakers, the 
Department of Public Health, and others, to ensure the 
effectiveness of any future mandates to publicly report 
hospital-acquired infections. In early March, as 
reported in the March 10 edition of Update, CHA 
testified before the State Legislature on this topic, 
urging that the focus be placed on measuring 
processes that actually reduce infections, rather than 
counting and reporting infections. 
 
CHA contends that public reporting is certainly part of 
the solution to infection reduction, but it must be done 
the right way.  The pending Connecticut legislation as 
drafted would not provide meaningful information to 
consumers, nor would it reduce infections. 
 
CHA also is monitoring activity at the federal level 
relating to this issue.  On Wednesday, the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing on the 
subject of healthcare-associated infections.  
 
Eight witnesses testified, including the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Common themes 
that carried throughout the hearing were:     
     
• Public reporting alone will not reduce infections; it 

is only one tool 
• Consumers must be provided with "understandable" 

information 
• There is a need for national standards 
• Standard definitions and data collection methods 

are important 
 
During Patient Safety Awareness Week (March 5-11), 
CHA announced an initiative that expands on 
hospitals’ current patient safety activities that will: (1) 
expand voluntary public reporting to include two new 
surgical infection prevention measures; (2) refine and 
implement clinical best practices; and (3) expand 
efforts in community education.   

 
 
 

 

CHA Seeks Entries for Annual Awards, Essay 
Contest 

his week, annual award application materials were 
ent to CHA members for the 2006 John D. 
hompson Award for Excellence in the Delivery of 
ealthcare Through the Use of Data, and the 2006 
onnecticut’s Hospital Community Service Award 

presented in conjunction with the Connecticut 
epartment of Public Health). The deadline for 
ubmissions for both awards is Friday, April 21, 
006.  The awards will be presented at the 88th 
HA Annual Meeting on Monday, June 19, 2006 at 

he Aqua Turf Club in Southington. 

HA also has launched its 2006 "Healthcare 
eroes" contest and is actively seeking essays, 
oems, and short stories about healthcare 
rofessionals who extend their compassion beyond 
he workplace and into their communities.  The 
heme for this year’s essay contest is “Connecticut 
ospitals: Connected to Community, Committed to 
aring.” 

s in years past, CHA encourages submissions 
rom both direct patient care and non-clinical areas 
f CHA acute care and other hospital facilities.  
ntries can be of any length and format and may be 

axed or mailed. 

he deadline for submissions for the essay contest 
 also Friday, April 21, 2006.  The ten individuals 
hose entries are selected by a panel of judges will 
e invited to the CHA Annual Meeting, where they 
ill be honored for their winning submissions and 
resented with a $100 cash prize.  For official 
ontest entry materials, or to read previous years’ 
inning entries, go to the “Healthcare Career 
enter” section of the CHA website. 

or additional information on the 2006 CHA awards, 
ontact Jennifer Barrows, Director, Communications, 
t (203) 294-7213 or barrows@chime.org.   

  

http://www.cthosp.org/Career/HC_Heroes.html
mailto:barrows@chime.org

