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Public Health Committee 
Concludes Public Hearings 

 
On Tuesday, March 25, 2003, the 
Public Health Committee held its last 
scheduled public hearing on bills raised 
by the Committee for the 2003 regular 
session.  The Committee heard testi-
mony on three bills that are important 
to Connecticut hospitals:  HB 6676, An 
Act Concerning Public Health Emer-
gency Response Authority;  HB 6679, 
An Act Concerning Compensation 
For Smallpox Vaccine Injuries; and 
SB 1148, An Act Concerning Out-
patient Surgical Facilities.   
 
Connecticut hospitals were well repre-
sented at the hearing on SB 1148 and 
sent a clear message that hospitals 
strongly support this bill, which would 
require outpatient surgical facilities 
using specified levels of sedation or 
anesthesia to obtain a license from 
Department of Public Health (DPH) 
and a Certificate of Need (CON) from 
the Office of Health Care Access 
(OHCA).  The bill will help the CON 
system ensure access to high quality 
healthcare for all Connecticut 
residents, and address the unfair 
economic environment that differing 
levels of regulation produce. 
 
The Committee heard testimony from 
CHA and several representatives of its 
hospital members, including Ronald 
Bianchi, Corporate Senior Vice Presi-
dent, St. Vincent’s Medical Center,    
R. Christopher Hartley, Senior Vice 
President, Saint Francis Hospital and 
Medical Center, who both testified in 

support of this bill.  Richard Pugh, 
President/ CEO, New Milford Hospital, 
Marc Lory, President and Chief 
Executive Officer, ECHN, Kevin 
Kinsella, Vice President, Hartford 
Hospital, and Yale New Haven 
Hospital submitted written testimony   
in support of this bill. 
 
To view the testimony on SB 1148, go to
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Legisl
ative_Testimony.asp.  
 
 

Physicians Gather in Hartford to 
Support Medical Liability Reform 

 
More than 1,500 physicians attended 
the “White Coat Rally” at the Capitol on 
Wednesday, March 26, 2003, to 
demonstrate their support for legisla-
tion that would address the medical 
liability crisis. 
 
CHA, and various other supporters of 
medical liability system reform – 
including CBIA, Association of Health 
Plans and Anthem Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield – participated in a press con-
ference held prior to the White Coat 
Rally on the steps of the state Capitol 
by the Connecticut State Medical 
Society (CSMS). 
 
Governor Rowland addressed the rally 
and urged legislators to enact a 
$250,000 cap on non-economic 
damages.  The Connecticut Trial 
Lawyers Association, through the 
Connecticut chapter of the New 
England Patients’ Rights Group, held a 
press conference in opposition to a 



 
cap on non-economic damages.   
 
CHA participated in the CSMS press conference as 
part of its efforts to seek reform of the state’s medical 
liability system, with a particular emphasis on 
addressing the increasing cost of medical liability 
insurance caused by expensive and lengthy litigation 
and unreasonably high jury awards and settlements. 
 
CHA supports caps only on non-economic damage 
awards, which will not impair the right of every person 
to receive fair compensation for injuries resulting from 
medical negligence.   
 
What’s at stake is much more than a dollars and cents 
issue for hospitals and doctors; it is ultimately an 
access issue for patients.  Without medical liability 
reform, patients will begin to find certain services 
unavailable or difficult to obtain, and their own 
healthcare costs will increase.  
 
 

Hospital Day at the Capitol April 2, 2003 
 
A dozen CHA member hospitals will be participating in 
the Hospital Day at the Capitol Health Fair in the 
Concourse between the Legislative Office Building 
and the Capitol between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 2, 2003.  The Health Fair will 
feature health and wellness exhibits such as body fat 
analysis and chair massages, as well as informational 
booths on hospital programs, such as Middlesex 
Hospital’s Magnet Award for Nursing.  
 
Later that afternoon, all CHA members are urged to 
attend the 2003 Hospital Day at the Capitol reception 
at the Officers Club in the Hartford Armory from 5:00 - 
7:00 p.m.  The reception provides an opportunity to 
meet with legislators and discuss CHA’s legislative 
agenda.  A strong hospital presence, both at the 
reception and in individual meetings with legislators 
that hospitals are encouraged to schedule throughout 
the day, will help convey CHA’s message to make 
hospitals a priority during this legislative session. 
 
For more information on Hospital Day at the Capitol, 
contact Patty Sikora at (203) 294-7211 or 
sikora@chime.org.  
 
 

2003 “Healthcare Heroes” Contest 
Materials Available on CHA Web Site 

 
CHA’s 2003 “Healthcare Heroes” contest, which began
last week, encourages healthcare professionals to 

express why they chose healthcare as a career, and 
describe, in their own words, the challenges and 
rewards of their profession.  The deadline for contest 
entries – which can be written submissions of any 
length and format, such as essays, poems, or even 
short stories –  is April 28, 2003. 
 
Ten individuals whose entries are selected by the 
panel of judges will each receive a $100 cash prize, 
which will be awarded during National Hospital and 
Healthcare Week, May 11-17, 2003, and will be 
recognized at CHA’s Annual Meeting in June. 
 
For more information or a copy of the CHA “Healthcare 
Heroes” flier or entry form and rules, go to the 
“Healthcare Career Center” section of the CHA Web 
site at www.cthosp.org.  
 
 

CHA Offers Grant Writing Workshop 
 

An educational program, Grant Writing and 
Beyond:  Approaches, Resources, Knowledge and 
Skills For the Healthcare Grant Writer, has been 
scheduled for 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 
29, 2003. 

 
This workshop will cover basic grant writing skills 
and the refinements of both public and private 
funder research, approach, and followup.  The 
presenters – one a highly successful fundraiser 
from government sources, the other a former 
private foundation executive – will draw on their 
experience to share the process subtleties that are 
not found in textbooks. 

 
The workshop will be valuable for both the beginner 
and experienced grant seeker, as well as for those 
who coordinate or supervise grant writers. 

 
Attendees will leave with abundant written material 
to further guide them in their quest for healthcare 
funding. 

 
Topics to be covered include: pre-writing prepara-
tion, locating funders, cultivating and developing 
effective pre-grant and long-term relationships with 
funders, and writing strong proposals. 

 
To register or for more information on the program, 
go to the education section of the CHA Web site at 
www.cthosp.org/educational_program.htm or 
contact Rhonda Bolduc at (203) 294-7267 or 
bolduc@chime.org. 
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