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eHealthConnecticut Hosts 
HIT Summit 
 
CHA Participates in AHRQ 
Meeting on PSOs 
 
CHA Upgrades Data 
Software 
 
CHA Seeks Entries for 
Annual Awards, Essay 
Contest 
Congresswoman Nancy Johnson 
Addresses Representatives of 

Connecticut Hospitals  
 

oday Congresswoman Nancy 
ohnson met with Chief Executive 
fficers and other senior represent-
tives from Connecticut hospitals to 
iscuss federal hospital and healthcare 

ssues.  Congresswoman Johnson 
pent an hour and a half answering 
uestions and providing her perspective 
n the Medicaid and Medicare systems.
rs. Johnson expressed her concern 

bout the under-funding of the Medicaid 
rogram in Connecticut and across the 
ountry and the significantly negative 

mpact that under-funding is having on 
he entire healthcare system. 

ttendees were pleased to hear that 
he was optimistic that hospitals would 
e protected in the 2007 federal 
udget and that CMS’s Long-Term 
are Hospital Prospective Payment 
ystem Proposed Rule would not be 

mplemented.  CHA will be scheduling 
 follow-up meeting with Congress-
oman Johnson at her request to 
rovide additional information on CHA 

nitiatives and further input on public 
eporting.  

Hospitals Host 
Health Fair at the Capitol 

emonstrating the many ways hospitals 
ontribute to their communities and the 
tate at large, healthcare professionals 
rom 14 Connecticut hospitals 
athered in the Concourse between 

he Legislative Office Building and the 
tate Capitol for the 2006 CHA Health 
air at the Capitol on Monday.  The 
006 Health Fair featured health 
screenings and informational displays 
on numerous health and wellness 
topics such as diabetes, sleep 
disorders, and bone density, and gave 
participating hospitals an opportunity to 
share with visitors information on 
outreach programs, educational 
forums, community partnerships, and 
other hospital community benefit 
initiatives.  
 
Participating hospitals were: The 
William W. Backus Hospital, Bradley 
Memorial Hospital and Health Center, 
John Dempsey Hospital, Griffin 
Hospital, Manchester Memorial 
Hospital, Middlesex Hospital, MidState 
Medical Center, New Britain General 
Hospital, Rockville General Hospital, 
Saint Francis Hospital and Medical 
Center, Saint Mary's Hospital, St. 
Vincent's Medical Center, Windham 
Community Memorial Hospital, and 
Yale-New Haven Hospital. 
 
 

Trade Show a Success 
 
Healthcare 2006, the third annual trade 
show hosted by the Connecticut Health 
Research and Education Foundation 
(CHREF), brought together more than 
250 healthcare professionals and 90 
exhibitors at the Aqua Turf in South-
ington on Thursday. 
 
Keynote speaker Fred Lee shared 
insights from his book, If Disney Ran 
Your Hospital: 9 ½ Things You Would 
Do Differently, challenging conventional 
approaches to customer service and 
offering a glimpse at more effective 
ways to earn customer loyalty. 
 
Vendors displayed a diverse range of 
healthcare products and services and, 



 

as in previous years, will be featured in the Healthcare 
2006 Virtual Trade Show, to be posted on CHA’s 
website later this spring. 
 

 
eHealthConnecticut Hosts 

HIT Summit 
 
Increasing and integrating statewide usage of Health 
Information Technology (HIT) was the subject of 
Thursday’s eHealthConnecticut Inaugural Summit, 
sponsored by eHealthConnecticut.  Congresswoman 
Nancy Johnson and Governor M. Jodi Rell launched 
the eHealthConnecticut initiative last month for the 
purpose of improving healthcare through greater use 
of HIT. 
 
Keynote speakers included Congresswoman Johnson; 
Carolyn Clancy, M.D., Director of the Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS) Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ); David J. 
Brailer, M.D., Ph.D., DHHS National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology; Janet M. Marchibroda, 
Chief Executive Officer, eHealth Initiative, a 
Washington, D.C.-based non-profit organization that 
promotes HIT to improve quality, safety, and efficiency; 
and Francois de Brantes, Director of Bridges to 
Excellence, a national coalition focused on pay-for-
performance systems to promote better quality care.  
 
CHA’s data networking affiliate ChimeNet was a 
“Bronze” sponsor of the event and participated in the 
exhibitor showcase with a booth featuring its various 
IT products and services. 
 
 

CHA Participates in AHRQ Meeting on PSOs  
 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Agency on Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
convened a public meeting in Washington D.C. last 
week to discuss development of federal Patient Safety 
Organization (PSO) regulations for implementation of 
the 2005 Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act.  
AHRQ used the meeting to gather feedback and 
answer questions from healthcare providers and other 
interested parties to help shape a national PSO 
system.  Carrie Brady, CHA Vice President, Quality 
and Performance Reporting, and Jim Iacobellis, Vice 
President, Government Relations, represented CHA at 
the meeting, sharing the perspective gained from the 
Connecticut Healthcare Research and Education 
Foundation PSO’s first year of operation. In addition,
CHA will be preparing written feedback to be sent to 
AHRQ. 
 
 

CHA Upgrades Data Software 
 
The ChimeData program signed a contract with 
Cognos Corporation for a software license that will 
enhance the analytic capability of ChimeData's 
Decision Support tool.  The new software license 
will allow for additional users to access the Decision 
Support tool, rather than the current limit of two user 
accounts per hospital.  Over the next year, the 
Decision Support tool will include a standard 
hospital dashboard for members to conduct 
comparative benchmarking on utilization, financial, 
quality, and workforce indicators. 

 
 

CHA To Seek Entries for Annual Awards,  
Essay Contest 

 
Annual award application materials will be sent to 
CHA members early next week, for the 2006 John 
D. Thompson Award for Excellence in the Delivery 
of Healthcare Through the Use of Data, and the 
2006 Connecticut’s Hospital Community Service 
Award (presented in conjunction with the 
Connecticut Department of Public Health). The 
deadline for submissions for both awards is Friday, 
April 21, 2006.  The awards will be presented at the 
88th CHA Annual Meeting on Monday, June 19, 
2006 at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington. 
 
CHA will also launch its 2006 "Healthcare Heroes" 
contest next week, seeking essays, poems, or short 
stories about healthcare professionals who extend 
their compassion beyond the workplace and into 
their communities.  The theme for this year’s essay 
contest will be “Connecticut Hospitals: Connected to 
Community, Committed to Caring.” 
 
The deadline for submissions for the essay contest 
is also Friday, April 21, 2006.  The ten individuals 
whose entries are selected by a panel of judges will 
be invited to the CHA Annual Meeting, where they 
will be honored for their winning submission and 
presented with a $100 cash prize.   
 
 
 

  


