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CMS Posts Hospital 
Performance Data 
 
Healthcare 2006 Trade 
Show 
 
2006 Healthcare 
Leadership Series Begins 
April 7 
CHA Board Approves Community 
Benefit Reporting System; Revised 

Legislative Agenda 

he CHA Board of Trustees approved 
n Monday a recommendation made 
y the CHA Board Committee on 
ospital Finance to adopt a statewide 
ystem to inventory and report on 
ospital community benefit initiatives.  

s approved by the Board, CHA will: 

 purchase the software and 
coordinate the technical 
implementation and user training 
required to get each participating 
institution up and running;  

 centrally house the software and 
data, with each hospital accessing 
the system via a secure Web 
connection in order to compile its 
own report; and  

 compile reports of community 
benefit information, enhancing the 
visibility and image of its members. 

he CHA Board also approved a 
evised 2006 Legislative Agenda that 
utlines more specifically CHA’s 

nitiatives to improve access to health 
nsurance coverage for Connecticut 
esidents and reduce the number of 
ninsured.  The revisions reflect six 
trategies identified by a coalition of 
roviders and advocates with whom 
HA is working to improve 
onnecticut’s State-Administered 
eneral Assistance (SAGA) and 
USKY programs.  

Legislative Update 

his week, CHA submitted testimony 
n support of bills that would advance 
he cause of mental health system 
reform, a key part of CHA’s 2006 
Legislative Agenda.  At Monday’s Public 
Health Committee hearing, Pat 
Monahan, General Counsel and Vice 
President, Patient Care Regulation, 
testified in support of SB 578, An Act 
Implementing The Recommendations 
Of The Behavioral Health Partnership 
Oversight Council and SB 622, An Act 
Concerning Community-Based Mental 
Health Care, which together would 
improve various aspects of Connecticut’s 
system for providing mental health care 
to children and adults with behavioral 
health needs. 
 
The two bills would implement 
recommendations of the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Mental Health Cabinet and 
the Behavioral Health Partnership (BHP) 
Oversight Council.  SB 622 would 
implement additional mental health care 
programs designed to improve 
healthcare professionals’ ability to 
diagnose and treat mental illness; 
institute law enforcement peer-
counseling services; provide Medicaid-
financed services, including housing 
assistance, for adults with psychiatric 
disabilities who are being discharged 
from nursing home care; and implement 
enhanced care clinics for adults, 
including hospital-based clinics.  SB 578 
includes a recommendation for a 
legislative provision to ensure that 
providers in the BHP receive annual rate 
increases from the Department of Social 
Services (DSS) in an amount that is at 
least equal to the average increase 
granted by DSS to Medicaid managed 
care organizations, and proposes 
changes to the composition of the BHP 
Oversight Council to ensure compre-
hensive input into the Council’s 
deliberations.  
 
“CHA will continue to support these and 
work to secure other measures that will 
ultimately ensure proper and timely 

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/documents/2006LegislativeAgenda.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/031706/578_622_MentalHealth031306.pdf


 

placement of persons in need of mental health 
treatment and assistance and secure adequate 
payment to providers of mental health services,” 
Monahan said. 
 
At the Insurance and Real Estate Committee public 
hearing on HB 5595, An Act Concerning The 
Healthy Kids Initiative, CHA commended Speaker 
Amann for convening the Healthy Kid Connecticut 
Working Group and testified in support of the goals 
and objectives of the group to: provide affordable and 
accessible healthcare to the 71,000 children in 
Connecticut who currently do not have it; cut waste in 
the system and use the increase in available money 
for the healthcare system; find better ways to deliver 
healthcare to children by making it more accessible 
and easier to enroll; identify the barriers to enrollment 
and treatment; and recognize that increased utilization 
will lead to increased costs for the state, but 
preventive care is more cost effective in the long run. 
 
On Thursday, CHA submitted testimony to the Public 
Health Committee in support of SB 647, An Act 
Concerning Surgical Services, which would make 
improvements to existing law to ensure that all 
outpatient surgical facilities, regardless of ownership 
structure, are regulated by the Office of Health Care 
Access (OHCA) and the Department of Public Health 
(DPH).  Conversely, CHA submitted testimony on 
Monday in opposition to SB 621, An Act Concerning 
Outpatient Surgical Facilities, which would weaken 
existing law by exempting “single specialty” outpatient 
facilities from DPH licensure requirements and OHCA 
Certificate of Need (CON) requirements.  In both 
cases, CHA maintained its position that the equitable 
and uniform application of licensure and CON 
requirements to all surgical services providers 
regardless of specialty, ownership, or corporate 
structure is necessary to ensure a uniform standard of 
quality and patient safety, and to maintain a “level 
playing field” in the development and implementation 
of healthcare services in Connecticut. 
  
 

CMS Posts Hospital Performance Data 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) updated its hospital performance reporting 
website yesterday with April-June 2005 hospital 
performance data for 20 hospital performance 
measures related to acute myocardial infarction, heart 
failure, pneumonia, and surgical infection prevention.  
The site now reflects cumulative hospital data for the 
four-quarter period from July 2004 through June 2005. 
Connecticut hospitals overall continue to perform 
better than hospitals nationwide.  
  
Several weeks ago, CHA’s performance reporting 
website posted Connecticut acute care hospital data 
on the same 20 measures for April-June 2005.  
CHA, which began presenting hospital performance 
data on its website in 2004 (a year before the 
launch of the CMS site), will be posting July-
September 2005 data later this month. 
 
 

Healthcare 2006 Trade Show 
 
Healthcare 2006, Connecticut's premier healthcare 
trade show, will be held next Thursday, March 23, 
from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m at the Aqua Turf Club in 
Plantsville.  Admission is free for all healthcare 
professionals. 
 
The trade show will feature a wide array of 
healthcare-related products and services especially 
suited for acute care and specialty hospitals. 
Customized floor plans will be provided to help 
attendees locate the exhibitors that fit their specific 
needs and interests. 
 
The first 75 attendees to arrive in the morning and 
the first 75 to arrive after noon will receive 
complimentary copies of keynote speaker Fred 
Lee’s book, If Disney Ran Your Hospital: 9 ½ Things 
You Would Do Differently, winner of the American 
College of Healthcare Executives 2005 Book of the 
Year Award.  
 
To register for Healthcare 2006, or for more 
information, contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-
7267 or bates@chime.org. 
 
 

2006 Healthcare Leadership Series Begins 
April 7 

 
The three-session 2006 Healthcare Leadership 
Series, which brings together prominent state and 
national healthcare leaders to discuss some of the 
most significant healthcare challenges and 
opportunities of today and beyond, kicks off with 
Pay for Performance: Incenting Quality; Rewarding 
Results, Friday, April 7, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. - noon 
at Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, 370 Bassett 
Road, in North Haven.  
 
Subsequent sessions are Strategic Partnerships 
and Alliances Reshaping Health Care on Friday, 
May 5, 2006, and Trends Worth Watching on Friday, 
June 2, 2006. To download a registration form, or 
for more information on the series, visit the 
education section of the CHA website. 

 

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/031706/5595_HealthyKids031406.pdf
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