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AHA President 
Addresses Middlesex 
County Chamber, 
Hospital Leaders 
 

Bristol Hospital CEO 
Leads AHA Regional 
Policy Board Meeting  
 

Registration Still Open 
for Second Segment of 
Leadership Series 
 

re

Legislative Activity 

tified this week on a variety 
, including the Governor’s 
roposal for the Department 
l Health and Addiction 
 (DMHAS), the placement of 

ric patients awaiting discharge 
ency rooms, and several 
edical liability system reform. 

 to view this week’s 
y. 

ek, several subcommittees of
opriations Committee will 
eir in-depth analyses of the 
r’s proposed budget, with 
 that work being done in 
eetings.  CHA staff will 
ll open subcommittee 
s affecting hospitals. 

A President Addresses 
Middlesex Chamber, 

Hospital Leaders 

n Hospital Association (AHA) 
t Dick Davidson was the 

 speaker at the March 10, 
eakfast meeting of the 
x Chamber of Commerce. 

iely, Middlesex Hospital 
t/CEO and current CHA 
hairman, introduced 
n, who opened his talk by 
up a small hospital “H” sign, 
 the “most recognizable 
 the country.”   

n stressed hospitals’ unique 
 to provide access to 
re services 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week to their communities.  
To illustrate his point, he noted that 
Middlesex Hospital was preparing to 
celebrate its centennial next year, 
and asked, “What other business or 
organization can claim it has been 
open continuously for 100 years?” 
 
He also spoke about the myriad 
challenges hospitals currently face, 
noting that improving Medicare and 
Medicaid reimbursement rates, 
achieving medical liability reform, 
enhancing quality and patient safety 
initiatives, and addressing the 
healthcare workforce shortage were 
some of AHA’s top priorities.   
 
Davidson closed his comments by 
enlisting the support of the more than 
500 community and business leaders 
in attendance.  Asking if they were 
prepared to stand with him to 
advocate for hospitals, he noted, 
“The future of your hospital and its 
ability to keep its promise to the 
community rests on your affirmative 
answer to that question.” 
 
 

CEOs United in Support for 
Medical Liability Reform 

 
All 31 of Connecticut’s acute care 
hospital CEOs recently signed a 
letter in support of H.R. 5, The Help 
Efficient, Accessible, Low-cost, 
Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act, 
which was sent to Connecticut’s 
congressional delegation earlier this
week. 
 
The letter urges the representatives 
to “vote for this balanced and 
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bipartisan legislation without amendment when it is 
considered by the House.” 

The letter points out CHA’s position that the medical 
liability crisis is much more than a financial issue for 
hospitals and doctors.  Without medical liability 
system reform, patients will suffer, because they 
will find certain services unavailable or difficult to 
obtain, and their own healthcare costs will increase.  
The HEALTH Act, which includes many of the 
same types of reforms enacted by California in 
1975 to bring its runaway malpractice premium 
costs under control, would bring predictability, 
stability, and balance to the medical liability system 
on a national scale. 
 
“Access to care is really what is at stake here,” the 
letter states, “and The HEALTH Act strikes the 
necessary balance between the need for fair and 
just compensation for individuals injured by medical 
negligence and the general public’s need for 
access to quality medical care.” 
 
More than 8 in 10 Americans surveyed (84 percent) 
believe the availability and quality of healthcare is 
threatened because rising medical liability costs 
and the lack of medical liability insurance coverage 
in some states are forcing doctors and healthcare 
providers to abandon the practice of medicine, 
according to survey findings from the Health 
Coalition on Liability and Access. 
 
In a 229-196 vote on Thursday, March 13, 2003, 
the House of Representatives passed the HEALTH 
Act, which would establish a $250,000 cap on non-
economic damages while providing for full payment 
of other costs and damages.  The bill now moves to 
the Senate, where it is expected to face a steep 
uphill battle. 
 
 

ChimeData FY 2002 
Comparative Reports Available Online 

 
CHA’s annual comparative report series for FY 
2002 is available to ChimeData participants on the 
CHA Web site at www.cthosp.org.  The report set 
reflects the period of October 2001 - September 
2002 and displays data on market share, financial, 
and patient demographic trends across inpatient, 
outpatient surgery, and emergency department 
settings. 
 
The reports, Microsoft Excel files, and ad-hoc 
querying capability are available to hospitals in a 
password-protected area of the CHA Web site 
(available to ChimeData participants only) at 
https://reporting.chime.net. 
Bristol Hospital CEO Leads First Meeting 
As AHA Regional Planning Board Chairman 

istol Hospital President Thomas Kennedy III 
esided over his first meeting as chairman of the 

erican Hospital Association (AHA) Regional 
licy Board (RPB)1 last week in Waltham, 

assachusetts. 

e RPBs help set AHA policy on issues affecting 
spitals.  Topics discussed at this meeting 

cluded an overview of the AHA’s advocacy 
enda, access to capital, and tort reform. 

Registration Still Open for 
Second Segment of Leadership Series 

onomic Forces Shaping the Healthcare 
arketplace, the second segment of the annual 
ealthcare Leadership Series (sponsored jointly by 
them Blue Cross and Blue Shield, the University 

 Connecticut, the Yale University School of 
edicine, and CHA) will be held Friday, April 11, 
03. 

 healthcare costs continue to rise, the pressure 
 managed care organizations and healthcare 
oviders will intensify.  How these organizations 
spond and the effect on profitability will be 
osely and constantly scrutinized by the 
vestment and financial communities. 

 this second program, senior healthcare leaders 
rry Glasscock, President and CEO of Anthem 
ue Cross and Blue Shield, Lawrence Marsh, 
anaging Director, Equity Research, of Lehman 
others, and Robert Patricelli, Chairman and CEO 
 Evolution Health and Women’s Health USA, will 
fer their perspectives on these important issues 
d discuss how economic forces will likely alter 

e healthcare system during the next few years. 

e insights of these leaders should be excep-
nally beneficial to healthcare and business 
ofessionals who need to understand emerging 
ancial issues and their implications for the 
althcare industry. 

 register or for more information on the program, 
 to the education section of the CHA Web site at 

ww.cthosp.org/educational_program.htm or 
ntact Rhonda Bolduc at (203) 294-7267 or 
lduc@chime.org.  

http://www.cthosp.org/
http://www.cthosp.org/educational_program.htm
mailto:bolduc@chime.org

