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Senate Passes And Governor Signs 
Bill To Extend Healthcare Coverage 

For 13,000 Adults 
 
This week the Senate joined the 
House in passing HB 6438, An Act 
Extending HUSKY Plan, Part A 
Benefits For Parents And Needy 
Caretaker Relatives, which would use 
$7.5 million from this year's projected 
budget surplus to extend HUSKY 
benefits for approximately 13,000 
parents of children covered under the 
HUSKY program.  The bill extends 
coverage for these individuals, which 
was scheduled to terminate at the end 
of this month, until June 30th.  Last 
week’s House vote was 124-22, and 
the Senate passed the bill by a 
bipartisan margin of 28-8.   
 
Governor Rell signed the bill yesterday 
and issued the following statement: 
 
"I will sign this bill extending HUSKY 
benefits, but there are several matters I 
want to be clear about as I do so.  First, 
this is a limited extension:  It will run only 
until the end of the current fiscal year on 
June 30, with the costs – estimated at 
some $7.5 million – to be paid out of the 
current year's budget surplus.  Second, I 
am relying heavily on the Attorney 
General's formal opinion, detailed in a 
March 1 letter to House Minority Leader 
Robert Ward, that this bill will not expose
the state to another lawsuit forcing 
another unfunded, two-year extension of 
these benefits.  Finally, there is no 
guarantee these benefits will be 
extended beyond June 30 unless the 
legislature formally acts to extend the 
program.  With the very real pressures 
of the budget gap and the spending cap, 
difficult decisions will have to be made 
as we move ahead in the budget 
process.  Deciding the future of this 
program will be one of those decisions.  
At an estimated $50-$70 million per 
year, I remain concerned that the 
taxpayers cannot afford this program on 
an ongoing basis." 
 
CHA supported the passage of HB 
6438, and will continue to advocate for 
including the extension of HUSKY 
coverage for adults in the biennial 
budget.  CHA also continues to oppose 
other reductions to hospital funding 
contained in the Governor’s proposed 
budget, including the $10 million 
reduction to the Disproportionate Share 
Hospital (DSH) Pool and the $5 million 
reduction to the Urban DSH Pool, and 
cuts to the State Administered General 
Assistance (SAGA) program, all of 
which put healthcare coverage and 
access for the state’s most vulnerable 
citizens in jeopardy. 
 
 

Legislative Update 
 
On Tuesday, Stephen Frayne, CHA 
Senior Vice President, Health Policy, 
testified before the Human Services 
Committee in opposition to HB 6688, 
An Act Implementing The Governor's 
Budget Recommendations With 
Respect To Social Services Programs,
which includes the Governor’s 
proposed reductions to the DSH and 
Urban DSH Pools, as well as other 
reductions to hospital funding.  Kevin 
Kinsella, Vice President of Hartford 
Hospital, also submitted testimony on 
this bill. 
 
CHA also testified Tuesday before the 
Labor and Public Employees Committee
in opposition to SB 277, An Act 
Concerning Employer Communica-
tions About Politics, Religion Or 
Labor Organizing Activities, which 
would be preempted by federal law 
because it would prohibit activities 
allowed under the National Labor 
Relations Act (NLRA). 
 
On Thursday, CHA submitted 
testimony to the Insurance and Real 

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/HB6688SAF.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/HB6688JKK.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/SB277Zandy.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/SB1252PJM.pdf


 

Estate Committee on SB 1252, An Act Establishing 
A Medical Malpractice Reinsurance Fund, and on 
Friday, Pat Monahan, CHA General Counsel and Vice 
President, Patient Care Regulation, testified before the 
Public Health Committee on HB 6557, An Act 
Concerning Electronic Prescriptions And Electronic
Medical Records.  Monahan also testified in opposition
to HB 6648, An Act Concerning Emergency 
Medical Service Organizations And Personnel, 
which would interfere with hospitals' relationships with 
emergency medical service (EMS) providers, 
compromise hospitals’ ability to exercise appropriate 
medical supervision over EMS outside the hospital, 
and force some hospitals to reconsider whether they 
can continue to commit the current level of resources 
to EMS care. 
 
 

More Than 200 Attend 
2005 Patient Safety Summit 

 
Lieutenant Governor Kevin Sullivan opened today’s 
2005 Patient Safety Summit by commending the 
program’s co-hosts – the patient safety organizations 
(PSOs) of the Connecticut Healthcare Research and 
Education Foundation (CHREF, an affiliate of the 
Connecticut Hospital Association) and Qualidigm, the 
state’s quality improvement organization – for bringing 
such an impressive roster of patient safety leaders to 
Connecticut to share their expertise.  “Connecticut can 
take pride in the fact that we have created a healthcare 
system that is viewed as one of the best in the 
country,” he said, but added that there is “always more 
we can do to improve the quality and safety of care.”  
 
The first speaker at the Summit, which was held 
during National Patient Safety Awareness Week, was 
Robert M. Wachter, M.D., Professor of Medicine, 
University of California, San Francisco, author of 
Internal Bleeding: The Truth Behind America’s 
Terrifying Epidemic of Medical Mistakes.  Dr. Wachter, 
a 2004 Eisenberg Award Recipient, described the 
“Swiss cheese” theory of major accidents and errors, 
and stressed the importance of using a multi-level 
approach to preventing medical mistakes.  He also 
encouraged the audience to exercise continued 
vigilance in their patient safety efforts.  “The minute 
you think you’ve got this safety thing licked is the 
moment you become unsafe again,” he said.   
 
David Marx, J.D., President of Outcome Engineering 
and author of Patient Safety and the Just Culture:  A 
Primer for Healthcare Executives, spoke next, 
covering the key components of building an open, fair, 
and just culture that recognizes that no system or 
person is perfect.  Marx said that just as “Vigilance is 
the price of freedom,” (alluding to the nation’s 
approach to preventing terrorism), “Chronic unease is 
the price of safety.”   
 
Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) Commissioner 
Cristine Vogel introduced patient safety advocate 
Sorrel King, her brother-in-law, Jay King, and 2004 
Eisenberg Award Recipient Peter J. Pronovost, 
M.D., Ph.D., Medical Director of the Center for 
Innovation in Quality Patient Care at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine.  The three 
spoke about the tragic death of Mrs. King’s 18-
month-old daughter, Josie, which led to the founding 
of the Josie King Pediatric Safety Program at Johns 
Hopkins Children’s Center.  They also described 
some of the Center’s efforts to improve patient 
safety at Johns Hopkins and across the country. 
  
Other speakers at the event, which was attended by 
more than 200 Connecticut healthcare professionals, 
included:  Kathryn G. Rapala, R.N., J.D., 2004 Todd 
Pickett National Patient Safety Award Recipient and 
Director of Risk Management and Patient Safety, 
Clarian Health Partners; David Hunt, M.D., F.A.C.S., 
Medical Officer, CMS Quality Improvement Group; 
Lynne Garner, Ph.D., Executive Director, The 
Patrick & Catherine Weldon Donaghue Medical 
Research Foundation; and Nancy Foster, Vice 
President for Quality and Patient Safety Policy, 
American Hospital Association. 
 
 

Best-Selling Author To Deliver Keynote 
At Healthcare 2005 Trade Show 

 
Stuart Levine, founder of the business consulting 
firm Stuart Levine Associates and author of The 
Six Fundamentals of Success™: The Rules for 
Getting It Right™ for Yourself and Your 
Organization, will deliver the keynote address at 
the Healthcare 2005 Trade Show, which will be 
held Tuesday, April 28.  Levine’s talk on the six 
fundamentals outlined in his Wall Street Journal 
best-selling book will kick off the event from     
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   
 
The trade show, which features a unique 
Connecticut-based opportunity to meet national 
vendors of various healthcare products and 
services and see and learn about the state-of-the-
art technology and solutions they offer, will run 
from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Mountainside 
conference center in Wallingford, Connecticut. 
 
Registration is free for CHA members, and 
includes lunch.  To register, or for more 
information on this event, visit the education 
section of the CHA website or contact Rhonda 
Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  
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