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2006 Patient Safety Summit 
Speaker Profiles 
 

- Atul Gawande, M.D., M.P.H 
- Linda Kenney 
- Frederick van Pelt, M.D., M.B.A. 
- Robert M. Wachter, M.D. 
- Lynne Garner, Ph.D. 
- Diane C. Pinakiewicz, M.B.A. 
 
 

Special Edition:  2006 Patient Safety Summit 
March 10, 2006, in recognition of National Patient Safety Awareness  
atient safety organizations of the Connecticut Healthcare Research and 
oundation (CHREF) and Qualidigm will co-host the third annual 2006 

ety Summit at the Aqua Turf in Plantsville.  This year’s program, also 
by Hartford Hospital and the Connecticut Department of Public Health, will 
ear’s theme for National Patient Safety Awareness Week, “Our Patients, 

rs - One Team, One Goal," and will feature some of the nation’s leading 
ty experts. 

ill begin with brief introductory remarks by State Senator Christopher 
airman of the Public Health Committee, followed by a presentation by 

nde, M.D., M.P.H., Assistant Professor, Department of Health Policy and 
nt; Harvard School of Public Health; and author of Complications: A 
otes on an Imperfect Science (complimentary copies of which will be 

to all attendees of the Summit).   Dr. Gawande will discuss the “Bell Curve”
 – the troubling but now all-too-apparent reality that performance in 
ries widely – and will propose ways to address this variance. 

 program will be Linda Kenney, President and Founder, and Frederick 
.D., MBA, Board of Directors Chairman, Medically Induced Trauma 
rvices (MITSS), a non-profit organization that supports, educates, trains, 
ssistance to individuals affected by medically induced trauma.  Ms. 
 Dr. van Pelt will present on the power of apology in promoting healing of 
ilies, and healthcare providers.  

pular demand will be Robert M. Wachter, M.D., Professor of Medicine, 
f California, San Francisco; 2004 Eisenberg Award recipient; and author 
leeding: The Truth Behind America’s Terrifying Epidemic of Medical 
eturning to the Summit for the second time, Dr. Wachter will give an 
 presentation this year, discussing the links between the IT revolution, 
 patient safety. 

ner, Ph.D., Executive Director, Patrick & Catherine Weldon Donaghue 
search Foundation, will also be returning to the Summit to provide an 
he Donaghue Foundation’s Patient Safety Initiative, which will involve 
spitals for research on patient safety leadership. 

inakiewicz, M.B.A., President, The National Patient Safety Foundation 
l discuss the role hospital leadership plays in spearheading improvements 
d safety, and the value of partnering with patients to achieve those 

nts.  NPSF sponsors National Patient Safety Awareness Week, which is 
ated with activities across the country. 

ing remarks, announcements will be made about an exciting new initiative 
 partnering with patients. 

 contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org, or for 
ation on the 2006 Patient Safety Summit, visit the education section of 
bsite or contact Carrie Brady at (203) 294-7317 or brady@chime.org. 

February 28, 2006

http://www.cthosp.org/NC/documents/PatientSafetySummit2006.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/NC/documents/PatientSafetySummit2006.pdf
mailto:bates@chime.org
http://www.cthosp.org/NC/documents/PatientSafetySummit2006.pdf
mailto:brady@chime.org.


 

2006 Patient Safety Summit Speaker Profiles 
 
 
Atul Gawande, M.D., M.P.H. 
As both a practicing surgeon and an accomplished writer and speaker, Atul Gawande offers audiences an 
unprecedented look into the heart and soul of medicine.  Dr. Gawande is a general surgeon at the Center for Surgery 
and Public Health at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and is an assistant professor of surgery at Harvard Medical 
School and the Harvard School of Public Health.  Dr. Gawande’s book, Complications: A Surgeon’s Notes on an 
Imperfect Science, features essays written for The New Yorker, where he is a staff writer.  Dr. Gawande also writes 
regularly for the New England Journal of Medicine. 
 
Linda Kenney 
Linda Kenney is an activist for patient, family and clinician rights, an educator and a public speaker on patient safety.  
She is the president and founder of Medically Induced Trauma Support Services (MITSS), which she founded as the 
result of a personal experience with medical trauma.  Ms. Kenney serves on the boards of the Massachusetts Coalition 
for the Prevention of Medical Errors and Consumers Advancing Patient Safety.  Her article, To Err is Human; The Need 
for Trauma Support Is, Too; A Story of the Power of Patient/Physician Partnership After a Sentinel Event, co-written 
with colleague Frederick van Pelt, was published in the January/February 2005 edition of the Journal of Patient Safety 
and Quality Healthcare. 
 
Frederick van Pelt, M.D., M.B.A. 
Frederick van Pelt attended Amherst College and the University of Massachusetts Medical School.  After spending a 
year as a research fellow at the National Institutes of Health, he spent two years as a surgical resident before 
transitioning into and finishing a residency and fellowship in anesthesiology at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital.  Dr. 
van Pelt developed a strong interest in improving patient care and service, and went on to attend Harvard Business 
School.  Since completing an M.B.A., Dr. van Pelt has assumed leadership roles in healthcare improvement initiatives, 
especially in the area of patient safety.  He is currently on staff at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital.  He is chairman 
of the board of directors for MITSS. 
 
Robert M. Wachter, M.D. 
Robert Wachter is a professor of medicine at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF), associate chairman of 
UCSF’s department of medicine, and chief of the medical service at UCSF Medical Center.  His 1996 New England 
Journal of Medicine article coined the term “hospitalist” and defined the new specialty, and he directs UCSF’s 17-
member hospitalist program.  Dr. Wachter is a national leader in the field of medical errors and patient safety.  He is 
editor of AHRQ Web M&M, a case-based patient safety journal on the Web, and “Quality Grand Rounds,” a case-based
series on errors in the Annals of Internal Medicine.  Dr. Wachter co-authored Internal Bleeding: The Truth Behind 
America’s Terrifying Epidemic of Medical Mistakes.  In 2004, he received a John M. Eisenberg Award for Patient Safety 
and Quality. 
 
Lynne Garner, Ph.D. 
Lynne Garner is the executive director of The Patrick & Catherine Weldon Donaghue Medical Research Foundation.   
She started with the Foundation in 2001, and was appointed to executive director in 2003.  Dr. Garner earned a 
doctorate in sociology from the University of Massachusetts in 1986, with concentrations in medical sociology and 
applied research methods.  Prior to her position at the Foundation, she worked at the Connecticut Office of Health Care 
Access and the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. 
 
Diane C. Pinakiewicz, M.B.A. 
Diane Pinakiewicz is president of The National Patient Safety Foundation, where she has served on the board of 
directors since its inception in 1997, the first five years as an officer.  Her commitment to patient safety stems from her 
many years in the healthcare industry where her business background has been focused on systems to improve patient
care.  Ms. Pinakiewicz has held the positions of senior director of the strategic healthcare leadership unit at a major 
pharmaceutical company, chief administrative and financial officer at a disease management company, vice president 
of managed care programs at a major hospital system, senior consultant at a firm specializing in healthcare, director of 
marketing and planning at a major for-profit hospital chain, and executive in a major oncology teaching hospital in New 
York.  She has been on the faculty of Harvard’s program for executives in managed care, and has lectured extensively 
on financial and organizational implications of managed care, value-based partnering in healthcare, and internet 
strategies for pharmaceutical companies.  She has published on the topics of value-based partnering as well as 
managed care financial strategies.  Ms. Pinakiewicz holds an M.B.A. and Sloan Certificate in Hospital and Health Care 
Administration from Cornell University, and a B.A. from Mount Holyoke. 


