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Jennifer Barrows Joins 
CHA as Director, 
Communications 
 
CHA Testifies in Support of 
Proposed Revisions to 
Hospital Regulations 
 
Free Book For Trade Show 
Early Birds 
 
CHA Plans Patient Safety 
Week Activities 
CHA Addresses Children’s 
Healthcare 

Healthy Kids Connecticut Working 
p convened on Thursday to 
ss collaborative advocacy efforts 
prove children’s healthcare access 
coverage in Connecticut.  Jim 
bellis, CHA Vice President, 
ernment Relations, a member of 

orking Group, presented on 
atric emergency department 
ation.   Citing data collected 
gh CHA’s ChimeData program 

 the five-year period from 2000 to 
, Iacobellis noted a 9 percent 
ase in the number of children (age 
) who sought care from emergency 
rtments (EDs), frequently for non-
rgent conditions.   

bellis expressed the need for 
inued efforts to reduce the number 
insured children in Connecticut by 
asing enrollment in Medicaid, and 
pand options for primary and 
entive care through enhanced 
ider reimbursement.   He also 
mmended that the group attempt to 
tify mechanisms for addressing 
propriate ED utilization, which 
erbates the problem of ED 
crowding. 

eport Shows Improvement Of 
ospitals’ Fiscal Health, Notes 

Challenges 

e Connecticut hospitals showed 
tantial improvement in their fiscal 
th in FY 2004, they continue to be 
lenged by operational issues and 
 an increasingly unpredictable 
l of revenues to cover rising 
ating expenses, according to a 
rt of the Office of Health Care 
ss (OHCA). The Annual Report 
e Financial Status of 
Connecticut’s Short Term Acute Care 
Hospitals  (for Fiscal Year 2004) was 
issued this week and is now available 
on the OHCA website.
 
Twenty-six of Connecticut’s 31 acute 
care hospitals reported positive total 
margins, up from 19 hospitals the 
previous year, and the statewide 
median operating margin increased to 
1.4%, the first time in several years 
that it has been over 1%. 
 
While the FY 2004 gains were 
encouraging for many hospitals, the 
financial challenges ahead for 
Connecticut’s hospitals remain 
daunting.  As Connecticut faces 
growing demands for healthcare by an 
aging population, hospitals will 
continue to struggle with higher costs 
for staff, equipment, supplies, 
technology, and drugs, as well as with 
what the OHCA report identified as a 
major expense driver: the continued 
shortage of qualified patient care staff. 

 
 

CHA Testifies on State Payments to 
Hospitals 

 
Stephen Frayne, Senior Vice President, 
Health Policy, testified before the 
Committee on Human Services 
yesterday, in support of HB 5198, An 
Act Concerning State Payments to 
Hospitals, which seeks to establish 
more equitable reimbursement rates 
for hospitals based on the costs 
incurred by hospitals in providing care. 
 
Frayne requested that legislators take  
action to address hospital payment 
shortfalls.  Specifically, he urged the 
legislature to:  establish a cost of living 
increase for hospital inpatient and 
outpatient Medicaid rates so that, at a 
minimum, the gap between funding 
and costs does not continue to widen; 

http://www.cthosp.org/NC/documents/CHATrendsinPediatricERUtilization.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/ohca/site/default.asp
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/HB5198_State_PaymentsSAF022306.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5198&which_year=2006&SUBMIT.x=9&SUBMIT.y=14
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return to hospitals the $27 million State-Administered 
General Assistance (SAGA) cut that was not needed to 
balance the budget; increase the ongoing annual 
hospital SAGA cap by $15 million so that SAGA funding 
can be on par with Medicaid funding; return to hospitals 
the $5 million Uncompensated Care Pool (UCP) cut 
that was not needed to balance the budget and 
eliminate the next $5 million UCP cut scheduled for this 
July. 
 
 

Jennifer Barrows Joins CHA as Director, 
Communications 

 
CHA is pleased to announce that Jennifer Barrows 
joined the Association this week as Director, 
Communications.  Jennifer will be responsible for 
planning and coordinating CHA’s advocacy and 
membership communications across the spectrum of 
CHA programs and services.  
 
Prior to joining CHA, Jennifer’s experience in 
communications and public affairs included eight 
years as the Director of Government and Public Affairs 
for the Association for Professionals in Infection 
Control and Epidemiology (APIC), in Washington, DC; 
four years as both Manager and Acting Director of the 
Washington Office of the American Society for Clinical 
Pathology (ASCP); and two years as a Legislative 
Assistant for then-Congresswoman Olympia J. Snowe 
(R-ME) and the U.S. House Select Committee on 
Aging. 
 
Jennifer graduated from the University of Maine with 
Bachelors Degrees in Psychology and Speech 
Communication/Public Relations.  She can be reached 
at (203) 294-7213 or at barrows@chime.org.   
 
 
CHA Testifies in Support of Proposed Revisions to 

Hospital Regulations 
 
The Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) 
held a hearing on Wednesday regarding proposed 
revisions to hospital regulations.  Pat Monahan, CHA 
General Counsel and Vice President, Patient Care 
Regulation, testified in support of the proposed 
changes, which, if adopted, would eliminate many 
obsolete provisions and align certain state regulatory 
provisions with corresponding federal regulations.  
DPH’s decision to approve or modify the proposed 
revisions will occur sometime after March 1, 2006. 
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Free Book For Trade Show Early Birds 

limentary copies of the book, If Disney Ran 
Hospital: 9 ½ Things You Would Do Differently 
 provided to the first 75 attendees to arrive at 

hcare 2006, as well as the first 75 attendees to 
 after 12:00 p.m. (for the start of the second half 
 Trade Show). Author and Trade Show Keynote 
ker, Fred Lee, a nationally renowned patient 
ns expert, will be presenting two sessions on 
e excellence (the first at 11:00 a.m.; the second 
0 p.m.).  Admission is free for all healthcare 
ssionals.  

rade Show, which will be held at The Aqua Turf 
in Plantsville from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
day, March 23, 2006, will feature a wide array of 
care-related products and services especially 
 for acute care and specialty hospitals.  In order 
ist attendees in quickly finding the exhibitors 
t their specific needs and interests, CHA staff 
stomize floor plan maps on request. 

gister for Healthcare 2006, or for more 
ation, contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 
es@chime.org. 

HA Plans Patient Safety Week Activities 

and the CHREF Patient Safety Organization are 
ntly finalizing plans for a variety of activities to 
rate National Patient Safety Awareness Week, 
 5-11, 2006, including the 3rd Annual Patient 

y Summit on Friday, March 10, 2006, from 8:45 
o 3:15 p.m. at the Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville.  
heme for the 2006 National Patient Safety 
eness Week is “Our Patients, Our Partners - One 
, One Goal.”  

h for next week’s Special Edition Update, which 
ghlight the Summit’s sessions and presenters, 
r additional information about other Patient 

y Awareness Week activities.  To register, or for 
 information on the 2006 Patient Safety Summit, 
ere or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 

tes@chime.org. 
 

inations Sought for 2006 Eisenberg Award 

oint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
izations (JCAHO) and the National Quality 
 (NQF) are accepting nominations through May 

the 2006 John M. Eisenberg Patient Safety and 
ty Awards. The 2006 awards will be presented at 
QF annual meeting in October.    

mailto:barrows@chime.org
http://www.chime.org/Education/Healthcare2006_Attendee_Reg.html
mailto:bates@chime.org
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org
http://www.jcaho.org/accredited+organizations/patient+safety/eisenberg+award/nomination+form.htm
http://www.jcaho.org/accredited+organizations/patient+safety/eisenberg+award/nomination+form.htm

