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HealthFirst Connecticut Authority 
Sets 2008 Activities Timeline 
 

On February 20, 2008, the HealthFirst 
Connecticut Authority met and 
discussed the implementation of a 
timeline of activities for the next nine 
months, leading to the Authority’s 
statutory reporting deadline of 
December 1, 2008.  Authority Co-
Chair, Tom Swan, Executive Director 
of the Connecticut Citizens Action 
Group, informed members that 
discussions continue with Academy 
Health Care and the State Ethics 
Committee on the hiring of two 
consultants to work with the Authority 
on a part-time basis.   

 
Members of the Authority spent the 
balance of the meeting discussing, but 
not coming to agreement, on how to 
move forward with the mandate to 
evaluate alternatives for providing 
quality, affordable, and sustainable 
healthcare coverage for all state 
residents, including a single-payer 
system and employer-sponsored 
insurance.  Swan outlined three broad 
strategies to achieving the goal: an 
incremental, employer-based 
approach, a single payer approach, or 
a combination of the two.  Members 
expressed concern that the lack of a 
consultant has slowed the pace of the 
Authority’s ability to begin to gather, 
organize, and synthesize data on the 
various options for reforming the 
healthcare delivery system in 
Connecticut.    

 
In the coming months, the Authority 
hopes to agree on several key 
elements for health reform, including 
the nature of coverage and sources of 
funding.  The Authority will work with 
its consultants and workgroups to 
develop policy and cost benefit 
analyses of possible health reform 

plans, and will convene public forums 
with the goal of soliciting, organizing, 
and reviewing feedback on any 
proposed health reforms.  The final 
draft report is scheduled to be 
completed and voted on by the 
Authority in November.  The next 
meeting of the Authority will be held on 
March 27, 2008. 
 
 

General Assembly Sessions 
Commence 

 
On February 20, 2008, the Senate and 
House met for the first time since 
convening on February 6, 2008.  Both 
chambers voted to approve several 
judicial nominations; no hospital-
related bills were considered at this 
time. 
 
 

CHA and Rep. Denise Merrill 
Discuss Medicaid and SAGA 

Funding Needs 
 
On Wednesday, February 20, 2008, 
Jim Iacobellis, CHA Vice President, 
Government Relations, Stephen 
Frayne, CHA Senior Vice President 
Health Policy, and Brian Cournoyer, 
CHA Manager, Government Relations, 
met with Representative Denise Merrill 
(D-Mansfield), Co-Chair of the 
Appropriations Committee, to discuss 
increasing Medicaid and SAGA 
reimbursement rates, and other issues 
of shared interest making their way 
through the legislative process.  
Among the issues discussed were the 
implementation of Medicaid 
reimbursement rates to hospitals, 
restoring the Governor’s funding cuts 
for Medicaid reimbursement for 
medical interpreters, and cuts to the 
SAGA program.  Aside from the 
Governor’s proposed cuts to SAGA, it 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

was stressed that the current level of funding 
for SAGA services is only sufficient to cover 
five months of the cost of the program, 
forcing hospitals to provide services for 
seven months without funding.  Merrill was 
receptive to hospital concerns and 
expressed a willingness to work with CHA on 
a number of issues.  
 
  

Dear Colleague Letter Opposing 
Presidents Bush’s Proposed Hospital 

Cuts Circulates on Capitol Hill 
 
CHA has encouraged members to urge their 
Congressmen sign onto a letter being 
circulated on Capitol Hill in opposition to 
President Bush’s proposed FY09 cuts to 
hospitals.  The letter was initiated by U.S. 
Representatives Richard Neal (D-MA) and 
Phil English (R-PA), and outlines the hospital 
community’s concerns about the Medicare 
and Medicaid cuts in President Bush’s 
FY2009 Budget Resolution. 
 
The letter, which will be sent to Budget 
Committee Chairman John Spratt (D-SC) 
and Ranking Member Paul Ryan (R-WI), 
urges the committee to “demonstrate its 
commitment to Medicare and Medicaid, and 
the seniors, disabled, and children who rely 
on these programs for their care,” and notes 
that hospital Medicare cuts alone would total 
a “staggering” $135 billion.  The letter 
outlines some of the specific cuts being 
proposed, including the elimination of 
hospitals’ Medicare inpatient and outpatient 
inflation updates for the next three years, 
with updates lagging inflation every year 
thereafter; a cut from 5.5-2.2% in the indirect 
medical education adjustment; a cut of 30% 
in disproportionate share payments to 
hospitals; and dramatic cuts to programs for 
America’s rural hospitals.  
 
 

Smart Moves Presents Forum on Safe 
Patient Handling 

 
Nearly 100 participants gathered at CHA on 
February 21, 2008, to learn more about safe 
patient handling, with a focus on 
ergonomically appropriate techniques for 

moving patients.  The educational forum is 
a continued effort of Smart Moves: 
Connecticut’s Campaign for Safe Patient 
Handling.   
 
Keynote speaker William Charney, DOH, 
Health Safety Consultant, kicked off the 
event with a presentation on The Link 
Between Safe Patient Handling and 
Patient Care Quality.  According to 
Charney, there is a direct correlation 
between nursing staff injuries and the 
nursing shortage, thereby reducing the 
number of bedside hours provided to 
patients.  “If you don’t protect your nurses, 
you’ll have a downstream negative effect,” 
said Charney, citing a 2001 ANA Survey in 
which 90% of responding nurses indicated 
that the physical demands of the job and 
attendant health and safety concerns, 
significantly influenced their decision to 
continue in their profession.   
 
Other presenters included Marc Campo, 
PhD., PT, OCS, Mercy College; Kelly 
Smith Papa, RN, MSN, Alzheimer’s 
Resource Center of Connecticut; Winsome 
Donaldson, PT, MS, Middlesex Hospital 
Homecare; Theresa A. McCarthy, RPT; 
and Lena L. Deter, MPH, RN, Hebrew 
Rehabilitation Center. 
 
Smart Moves is a statewide initiative on 
safe patient handling that aims to improve 
the health and safety of nurses and other 
healthcare workers, increase patient 
safety, and reduce healthcare costs.  The 
campaign focuses on increasing 
awareness and education regarding safe 
patient handling; promoting use of 
evidence-based curricula; encouraging 
implementation of safe patient handling 
programs; and increasing the use of 
assistive equipment and patient handling 
devices. 
 
The Smart Moves campaign coalition 
members include CHA, the Connecticut 
Nurses’ Association, the Connecticut 
Association of Not-for-Profit Providers for 
the Aging, the Connecticut Association of 
Health Care Facilities, and the Connecticut 
Association for Home Care & Hospice. 
 



 
Save the Date! 
 

Reminder: CHA 13th Annual Human 
Resources Forum 

 
On Tuesday, February 26, 2008, CHA will host 
the 13th Annual Human Resources Forum.  
This premier educational program will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at CHA.  For more 
information, contact Susan Distasio at (203) 
294-7257 or distasio@chime.org.  To register, 
click here. 
 
 

J. Bryan Sexton to Present March 7 at 
Patient Safety Summit 

 
J. Bryan Sexton, PhD., Assistant Professor In 
Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine, 
The John Hopkins University School of 
Medicine and Director of Safety Attitudes 
Research, AHRQ-funded Center of Excellence 
for Patient Safety Research and Practice, will 
present Creating a Center of Excellence: 
The Link Between Culture and Outcomes, 
at the 2008 CHA Patient Safety Summit, to be 
held Friday, March 7, 2008, at the Aqua Turf 
Club.  Dr. J. Bryan Sexton, one of the world’s 
foremost authorities on the role of culture in 
patient safety, will examine the connections 
between attitudes, behaviors, and outcomes in 
high-risk team environments, particularly 
aviation and medicine.   
 
Other sessions and speakers for this full-day 
summit include: 
 
The Patient Safety Journey, a keynote 
presentation by Lucian Leape, MD, Adjunct 
Professor of Health Policy, Department of 
Health and Policy Management, Harvard 
School of Public Health. 
 
Patient Safety: Raising the Bar on Quality 
Care, a panel of healthcare leaders from 
Connecticut and across the country will focus 
on the challenges and successes of their 
organizations’ patient safety journey.  
 
Driving Organizational Excellence: the 
Quality Challenges, presented by A. Blanton 
Godfrey, PhD., Dean, and Joseph D. Moore, 

Professor of Textile & Apparel Technology & 
Management, College of Textiles, North 
Carolina State University. 
 
The March 7, 2008, program, sponsored in 
partnership with Qualidigm, begins at 8:30 
a.m. and ends at 3:45 p.m.  For further 
information, contact Susan Distasio at (203) 
294-7257 or distasio@chime.org.  To register, 
click here. 
 
 
 

Managing Multiple Priorities: Surviving 
When You Feel Overwhelmed 

  
On Tuesday, March 18, 2008, CHA will host 
Managing Multiple Priorities: Surviving 
When You Feel Overwhelmed.  This 
workshop will show participants how to 
reassess one’s orientation to multiple priorities, 
and apply proven time and priority 
management tools and techniques for 
completing the “To Do” list.  
   
Anyone whose job includes multiple projects, 
responsibilities, or priorities will find this 
workshop helpful in learning to stay in control, 
remove barriers, and achieve success.  
   
The program’s speaker, Victor Walton, M.A., is 
a professional educator, speaker, trainer, and 
leadership consultant to organizations 
throughout the U.S.  He holds a master’s 
degree in the psychology of individual and 
organizational change, and is certified by the 
National Training Laboratory as a specialist in 
Organizational Development.  
  
The program will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at CHA.  For more information, 
contact Susan Distasio at (203) 294-7257 or 
distasio@chime.org. To register, click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


