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CHA Testifies on 
Workforce Issues, 
Public Health 
Initiatives 
 

HHS Publishes Final 
HIPAA Security 
Standards 
 

Distinguished Experts 
to Speak at Healthcare 
Leadership Series 
 

Governor Vetoes Budget Deficit Plan
 
The Senate passed the Democrats’ 
deficit reduction plan Tuesday by a vote 
of 17-16, and, as expected, Governor 
Rowland vetoed the bill the next day. 
 
The Governor then took a conciliatory 
approach, urging Democrats and 
Republicans to work together to enact a 
budget plan prior to his budget presen-
tation for the next biennium (fiscal years 
2004 and 2005).  Secretary of Policy 
and Management Marc Ryan has met 
with leaders of the Republican and 
Democratic caucuses, and they are 
expected to continue meeting through 
the weekend to reach an agreement. 
 
Governor Rowland has encouraged 
compromise, which means that the 
Democrats will need to accept greater 
spending reductions and the Republi-
cans will need to accept tax increases.  
CHA expects even greater reductions 
throughout all areas of the budget and 
will work to ensure that hospitals remain 
a priority and are protected to the 
greatest extent possible. 
 
 

CHA Testifies on Workforce 
Issues, Public Health Initiatives 

 
CHA submitted written testimony this 
week on the following bills at public 
hearings of the Public Health 
Committee and the Labor and Public 
Employees Committee (click on the bill 
numbers to read CHA’s testimony): 
 
HB 566, An Act Concerning Hospital 
Bed Funds, was opposed; 
SB 568, An Act Concerning 
Hospital Debt Collection 
Practices, was opposed; 
HB 6175, An Act Concerning 
Licensure Of Nurses Trained In 
Other States And Territories, was 
supported; 
HB 5536, An Act Prohibiting The 
Hiring Of Professional Replace-
ment Workers, was opposed; 
SB 921, An Act Concerning The 
Operation Of Motorcycles And 
Imposing Limitations On 
Licensed Motor Vehicle And 
Motorcycle Operators Who Are 
Sixteen Or Seventeen Years Of 
Age, and SB 925, An Act Impos-
ing Limitations On Licensed 
Motor Vehicle Operators Who 
Are Sixteen Or Seventeen Years 
Of Age, were both supported; and; 
HB 402, An Act Extending 
Whistle Blower Protection To 
Patients And Employees Of 
Health Care Facilities, was 
opposed. 

A’s testimony in opposition to SB 
6, An Act Concerning Maximum 
rk Hours For Health Care Facility 
rkers,  and SB 845, An Act 

minating Mandatory Overtime In 
alth Care Facilities, was presented 
the committee by Bernadette Forget, 
ministrative director of patient care 
rvices at Yale-New Haven Hospital. 

DPH Issues EMS Provider Ruling 

e state Department of Public Health 

http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/HB 566-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/SB 568-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/HB 6175-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/HB 5536-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/SB 921, 925-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/SB 402-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/SB 426-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/SB 426-03.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/PDFs/SB 845-03.pdf
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The 2003 program, Forces
Marketplace, will expose p
thought-provoking presenta
the course of three months
Impacting our Healthcare S
Economic Forces Shaping 
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following healthcare expert
 
William M. Dwyer, MBA, di
strategic marketing, Abbott
Woodrin “Woody” Grossma
chairman, Pricewaterhouse
president and chief executi
Cross and Blue Shield; Law
managing director, equity r
Robert E. Patricelli, chairm
officer, Evolution Health an
Stanley B. Greenberg, PhD
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner
secretary, Connecticut Offic
Management; and Kenneth
care market leader, Hewitt 
 
Each program will be held 
Anthem Blue Cross and Bl
 
To register or for more info
to the education section of 
contact Rhonda Bolduc at (
bolduc@chime.org.  
 (DPH) recently issued a ruling regarding when an 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) provider may 
provide services in an area in which it is not the primary 
service area responder.  CHA participated in the 
declaratory ruling hearing last summer in an effort to 
clarify the rights of sponsor hospitals.   
 
The 36-page ruling focuses on why EMS providers may 
not accept emergency calls outside the 911 system.  
The ruling also addresses the relationship between 
EMS providers and sponsor hospitals, and confirms 
that medical control is essential for patient safety and 
that it is appropriate for sponsor hospitals to limit the 
geographic area in which they will provide medical 
control. 
 
For a copy of DPH’s ruling, contact Margi Brault 
at 203-294-7301 or brault@chime.org.  
 
 

HHS Publishes Final HIPAA Security Standards 
 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) today published in the Federal Register its final 
rule for security standards under the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). 
 
The rule pertains to the protection of information that is 
electronically transmitted. HHS also published adopted 
modifications for HIPAA transactions and code set 
standards for electronic transactions. 
 
Under the final security standards, health insurers, 
certain healthcare providers, and healthcare clearing-
houses must establish procedures and mechanisms to 
protect the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of 
electronically protected health information. The rule 
requires covered entities to implement administrative, 
physical, and technical safeguards to protect electron-
ically protected health information in their care. 
 
To view the final rules, announced February 13, 2003, 
click here to go to the Federal Register. 
 
 

AHA Annual Meeting April 26-29, 2003 
 
The American Hospital Association (AHA) has opened 
online registration for its 2003 Annual Meeting, which 
will be held in Washington and will include a keynote 
address from Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-TN.  
Other scheduled speakers include CNN commentator 
Tucker Carlson and former Senator Bob Dole.  Click 
here for more information. 
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