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SAGA, Electronic Health Records Among Concepts Raised for 
Further Legislative Consideration 
                          
Legislative committees continued to meet this week, raising concepts for the 2010 
legislative session.  Committees often raise concepts before an issue is drafted into 
legislation for further consideration. 
 
On Tuesday, February 16, the Human Services Committee raised the following 
concepts of interest to hospitals: An Act To Implement The SAGA Hospital Rate 
Increases; An Act To Provide Incentives For Hospitals To Adopt Electronic Health 
Records; and An Act Concerning Medical Necessity.  On Wednesday, February 17, the 
Public Health Committee raised the following bills of interest to hospitals: An Act 
Concerning Certificate Of Need Reform; An Act Concerning Licensure Of Social 
Workers; and An Act Concerning Expedited Partner Therapy For Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases.  All concepts will be drafted into bills and given a bill number. 
 
 

CHA Testifies on a Variety of Hospital-Related Bills 
 
On Thursday, February 18, CHA provided testimony to the Public Safety and Security 
Committee in support of HB 5154, An Act Including Hospital Security Officers In The 
Assault Of Public Safety, Emergency Medical Or Public Transit Personnel Offense, a bill 
that would make the assault of a security officer assigned to a hospital a class C felony.  
Also on Thursday, CHA provided testimony to the Higher Education and Employment 
Advancement Committee in support of HB 5025, An Act Concerning A Green 
Technology, Life Science And Health Information Technology Jobs Loan Forgiveness 
Program, establishing a program to be administered by the Department of Higher 
Education.  Lastly, testimony was provided to the Appropriations Committee on HB 
5018, An Act Making Adjustments To State Expenditures And Revenues For The Fiscal 
Year Ending June 30, 2011, as it relates to two significant changes to the FY 2011 budget of the Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services (DMHAS).  
 
 

Nearly 200 Connecticut Healthcare Providers Gather to Address Hospital Readmissions for 
Patients with Heart Failure  
 
CHA’s Patient Safety Organization, in partnership with Qualidigm, launched a statewide collaborative on Friday, February 12 to 
reduce the incidence of hospital readmission for patients with heart failure.  The collaborative ― a multi-hospital, multi-
disciplinary group committed to making practice changes to improve patient safety ― began with an educational symposium 
featuring nationally recognized experts in reducing readmissions and the science of heart failure.   
 
Each year, nearly five million people in the United States experience heart failure, the leading cause of hospitalization and 
hospital readmission among older Americans.  The CHA collaborative will focus on the strong evidence that heart failure 
readmissions can be significantly reduced, and will help participating hospitals, long-term care facilities, and home health 
agencies standardize processes to ensure that fewer patients will need to return to the hospital following a heart procedure.  
The goal is to have a 20 percent reduction in heart failure readmissions by Valentine’s Day 2012. 
  
Speakers at the symposium included: Jane Brock, MD, MPH, Chief Medical Officer, Colorado Foundation for Medical Care; 
Stephen Jencks, MD, MPH, Senior Fellow, Institute for Quality Improvement; and Jason Ryan, MD, Assistant Professor of 
Medicine, Cardiology Division, University of Connecticut.  In addition, Brian Fillipo, MD, MMM, FACP, CHA Collaborative 
Faculty, provided an introduction to the collaborative, followed by an overview of the project’s website from Jane Deane Clark, 
PhD, CHA’s Vice President of Data Services.  

http://www.cthosp.org/grassroots_center/Testimony/2010/HB5154_021810.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/grassroots_center/Testimony/2010/HB5025_021810.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/grassroots_center/Testimony/2010/HB5018_021810.pdf


 
Dr. Brock presented The Care Transitions Project: Reducing Unnecessary Hospital Readmissions, which focused on the 
Colorado Quality Improvement Organization’s project to reduce readmissions by managing and coordinating services supplied 
by different providers.  Dr. Jencks discussed the patient safety implications of rehospitalization in his presentation, Transitional 
Care and Rehospitalization – Challenge and Opportunity.  Dr. Ryan closed the educational portion of the symposium with 
Chronic Heart Failure: Core Measures and Beyond, where he gave an overview of the science of heart failure, presented the 
evidence supporting best-practice standards, and reviewed guidelines that improve patient outcomes.  
 
Following the day-long collaborative launch, teams from the participating healthcare facilities will begin meeting internally to test 
different ideas and practices until improvement is seen.  On a statewide basis, the teams will participate in collaborative 
conference calls and share ideas through a Listserv, a project website, and on-site learning sessions.  
 
“The heart failure readmission collaborative is going to make a difference for patients with heart failure in Connecticut,” 
commented Alison Hong, MD, Interim Vice President, Quality and Patient Safety, CHA.  “Our long term goal is to work with our 
hospitals and their care partners to reduce all-cause re-hospitalizations, resulting in a significant improvement in the quality of 
care for Connecticut patients.” 
 

   
 

   
 
Clockwise from top to bottom: Dr. Hong; Dr. Brock; Dr. Jencks; Dr. Ryan 

 
 

Curtis D. Robinson Men’s Health Institute Inaugurated at Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center 
 
In recognition of a $1 million gift from Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center board member Curtis Robinson, an outreach 
program to help better detect prostate cancer for uninsured or underinsured men, particularly African-American men, has been 
launched at the hospital.   
 
The Curtis D. Robinson Men’s Health Institute at Saint Francis will encourage prostate cancer screenings through a network of 
more than 30 faith-based community organizations primarily serving African-Americans, who are two and a half times more 
likely to die of the disease than Caucasian men.  If prostate cancer is detected during a free screening, treatment will be 
provided at no cost to patients of the program.  In addition to Mr. Robinson’s generous gift, the Institute is being funded by a 
grant from the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. 
 
Mr. Robinson, a prostate cancer survivor who also serves on the CHA Board of Trustees, said, “I am grateful to Saint Francis 
for the honor of naming this vital program for me.  It is my hope that the Curtis D. Robinson Men’s Health Institute at Saint 
Francis will become a source of hope and healing for uninsured or underinsured men in our community.” 
 



 
 
From left to right: Curtis D. Robinson and Jeffrey Steinberg, MD, Chairman of Saint Francis’ Department of Surgery and a practicing 
urologist and Medical Director of the Institute. 

 
 

CHA to Hold HIPAA Privacy: Rules of the Road on Tuesday, February 23, 2010 
  
For members who were unable to attend CHA’s HIPAA programs last October and December, CHA will again offer a half-day 
session focused on the HIPAA Privacy rule, but inclusive of the intersection with the Security rule, including the latest 
enforcement actions and guidelines from both state and federal regulators. With the enforcement of regulations starting today, 
February 18, this is a perfect opportunity to learn what the new requirements entail. The program will focus on strategies for 
maintaining continuous compliance, a review of the breach detection and reporting process, a review of all ARRA-HITECH 
Privacy rules, including new obligations for business associates and how to update business associate agreements, a road map 
of what to expect next from the federal government, and practical operating tips and solutions for remaining compliant with the 
Privacy and Security rules as the transition from paper to EHR accelerates.  
  
This program is for Chief Information Officers, HIM directors, patient care and physician executives, corporate compliance staff, 
in-house counsel, and risk managers.  The session will be presented by Jennifer Cox of Cox and Osowiecki, LLC, a Hartford 
law firm representing healthcare institutions and providers in regulatory, litigation, licensing, and business matters. 
  
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
 
 

2010 Smart Moves Forum on Safe Patient Handling to be Held at CHA on Friday, February 26, 2010 
  
Presented through a collaboration of CHA, the Connecticut Nurses’ Association, the Connecticut Association of Not-for-Profit 
Providers for the Aging, the Connecticut Association of Health Care Facilities, and the Connecticut Association for Home Care 
& Hospice, Smart Moves is a statewide initiative on safe patient handling that aims to improve the health and safety of nurses 
and other healthcare workers, increase patient safety, and reduce healthcare costs.  The campaign focuses on increasing 
awareness and education regarding safe patient handling; promoting the use of evidence-based curricula; encouraging 
implementation of safe patient handling programs; and increasing the use of assistive equipment and patient handling devices.  
  
Nancy Hughes, MS, RN, Director of the Center for Occupational and Environmental Health at the American Nurses Association, 
will give the keynote presentation, Safe Patient Handling: Issues and Implications Across the Healthcare Spectrum. 
  
The Connecticut Hospital Association is an Approved Provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the Connecticut Nurses’ 
Association, an Accredited Approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (4.5 contact 
hours). This program has been approved by the Connecticut Chapter of the American College of Health Care Administrators for 
4.5 CEUs for Nursing Home Administrators. 
  
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org.  
  
 

CHA to Host 2010 Patient Safety Summit on Friday, March 12, 2010 
 
This year’s Patient Safety Summit, sponsored by CHA and Qualidigm, will examine several timely topics and multi-faceted 
aspects of leading quality improvement and patient safety initiatives.  Nationally recognized experts will focus on strategies for 
helping organizations measure the quality of care provided and if the changes made are improving the safety of the care 

http://www.cthosp.org/education_events/occal/register2.asp?eventid=786
mailto:prestiano@chime.org
http://170.163.248.189/education_events/Calendar_of_Events.asp?date=2/26/2010
mailto:prestiano@chime.org


 

processes, provide a first-hand account of the journey Duke University Medical Center has gone through to improve patient 
safety and transparency, the practices of high reliability organizations, and the value of patient and family-centered care 
programs.  
 
Featured speakers will include: David Classen, MD, M.S., Chief Medical Officer, CSC Health Delivery; Karen Frush, MD, Chief 
Patient Safety Officer of the Duke University Health System and Vice Chair of Strategic Initiatives, Department of Pediatrics, 
Duke University Medical Center; Julie Ginn Moretz, Director, Special Projects, Institute for Family-Centered Care; and Timothy 
Vogus, PhD, Assistant Professor of Management, Vanderbilt Owen Graduate School of Management. 
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m.; the program is from 8:45 – 4:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cthosp.org/education_events/occal/register2.asp?eventid=779
mailto:prestiano@chime.org

